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Revolutionary 
Graphics-based 
BBS Software 


Whether you'te starting a commercial online information service, of 
need a bulletin board system for customer support or privale use 
within your organization, look to COCONET from Coconut Computing 
for the solution. Only COCONET offers such a wide range of suppor 
for online graphics: 3-D bar and pie graphs, clip art, logos, scanned 
images, and muttiple text fonts, 


The COCONET HOST is our server software product. I's available in 
versions supporting 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, or unlimited simultaneous 
users. All on a single 80386- or 80486-based PC running UNIX. And 
your machine is still available for other uses, such as word processing, 
databases, and spreadsheets, even when COCONET users are 
online, because the HOST software runs in the background. 


Included with each COCONET HOST package comes one copy of the 
COCONET Access Program. You can freely distribute copies of the 
Access Program or let your users download it from your system. The 
Access Program gives your users a simple, point-and-click interface 
for navigating your system. Your users can also access your system 
using any ASCII or VT-100 terminal software. 


Then there's our CocoTalk™ API Library, a toolkit for building custom 
applications, or “door programs,” such as online order processing, 
user-friendly front-ends to databases, multi-user graphical games, 
computer-based training, and orrline display advertising. CocoTak 
lets you customize your system in ways limited only by the 
imagination. 


To order or find out more information about our COCONET software, 
call Coconut Computing today. Your users will be glad you did! 
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SSS with Wells Fargo ON-LINE. 

With direct access to the bank from your Macintosh” 
or IBM® compatible PC, it’s like opening a 24-hour 
Wells Fargo office right in your house. 


Tap Directly Into Your Accounts 


Review the last forty days of activity for 
each of your Wells Fargo accounts. Confirm that 
a check has cleared. Verify your deposits. 

With Wells Fargo ON-LINE, you can access 
your accounts around the clock—and download 
information to spreadsheet or money manage- 
ment programs. 


Pay Your Bills Online 
Wells Fargo ON-LINE saves you time and 


full control of their finances 


postage with virtually unlimited bill paying. You 

can schedule recurring payments like a car loan or 
mortgage up to a year in advance —and let us 
worry about the details. 


Call For A 
Demo Diskette Today 


Give the stagecoach a 
test drive for just $3.95. Call 
1-800-PC-WELLS, ext. 333 and we'll send youa 
demo diskette that takes you through all the fea- 
tures of Wells Fargo ON-LINE. 

Sign up for Wells Fargo home banking and 
we'll apply the cost of the diskette to your ON-LINE 
start-up kit. We'll also waive the fee for your first 
month of ON-LINE service. 

Call for a diskette today. And discover the 
control you get when you boot up your bank. 


WELLS FARGO BANK 


Start-up kit: $8.95. Service fee: $12.95/Month (First month free with offer). IBM isa registered trademark of IBM Corporation. Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 


©1992, WFB, N.A. 
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Intelligent Choices 


Canada Remote Systems BBS 
Mississauga, ON CANADA 


200+ Nodes on a Novell LAN 


Andrew Bilski - Main Frame BBS 


Bethesda, MB 


8 Nodes Multitasking on a LAN 


WordPerfect Corporation 
Orem, UT 


40+ Nodes on a Novell LAN 
(15 Cubix Cards plus Locals) 


PCBoard is not limited to a specific hardware 
platform. You design your system for up to 
65,535 nodes based on your needs an 
hardware requirements. 
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With PCBoard you retain the capability of 
running other DOS programs in conjunction 


with your BBS. 
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We offer many solutions for your needs, 
including true network support, multi-tasking, 
and singie-node, stand-alone operation. 

Clark Development Company, Inc. 


LANtastic networking products are also 

available. {f you would like more information P.O. Box 571365, Murray UT 84157 

on the choices available to you, give us a call. For Information - (801) 261-1686 
For New Orders - 800-356-1686 


Join us for COMDEX/Fall '92 Lie oN 


Booth 4300 
North Hall Entrance of the 
Las Vegas Convention Center 


DESQview is a trademark of Quarterdeck Office Systems. LANtastic is a registered trademark of Anilsoft, Inc. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 


SEX, LIES, AND POLITICS 
- LOOKING A GIF HORSE 
IN THE MOUTH 


The wider press is currently preoccu- 
pied with "doing the BBS story." And 
the story they desperately want to do is 
the "BBS sex" story. They are not too 
particular as to whether it is pedophilia, 
obscenity, or whatever, but somehow it 
should naturally tie in with some form 
of luring our children into electronic 
dens of inequity. We’re fielding about 
two inquiries a week now that all focus 
on the same thing - sex online and who 
are the victims. 


WWOR TV in New York recently did 
an "expose" on the availability of very 
graphic and probably obscene GIF im- 
ages online, and the desperate effect this 
has on children who can easily obtain 
them. The story seemed to originate 
with aconcemed mother who found this 
on her son’s computer. The station 
failed to note that the mother was actu- 
ally a freelance reporter who did stories 
for them and who’s primary concern 
was air time. 


But in ways larger or smaller, the media 
is intent on painting this picture. It has 
enough truth behind it that they will 
have no shortage of lurid examples to 
put on the air. And the conclusion to all 
such stories is quite naturally a call for 
“something to be done." The some- 
thing, of course, is some form of regu- 
lation and control of electronic bulletin 
boards. 


The problem I have with all this re- 
volves around the meeting of the online 
world with the tire and gasoline driven 
one. The juncture is not a clean break. I 
don’t personally have a great deal of 
interest in defending GIF images of fat 
chicks with donkeys. But there are 
some problems with the simplistic view 
that we can simply legislate away the 
bad parts, and keep the good parts we 
want. 


There are several types of "sex online" 
and they are not all identical. The first 
type has to do with message areas and 
real-time chat services purporting to ca- 
ter to wild hot online sex. In the first 
place, this is a bit of acome-on. Systems 
advertised to be a real hot spot, are often 
frequented by pretty normal people dis- 
cussing pretty mundane things. But 
even when it is not so tame, it is not 
what it appears to be to street people 
with microphones. The online world of 
sexual discussion is largely a world of 
fantasy - where the middle aged insur- 
ance salesman, balding and sporting a 
houseful of kids and mortgage pay- 
ments, can for a few hours assume the 
persona of Don Juan, Don Quixote, or 
Don Drysdale. It is interesting to note 
that many of the sveldt, ravishing young 
femme fatals online are actually sixty- 
ish, widowed, and perhaps physically 
handicapped. Their lives in the real 
world are largely as non-participants, 
shut into smallish homes with no money 
or mobility to go anywhere. The mo- 
dem and these fantasy worlds online 
allow them to be as young or as old, as 
rich or as poor, as pretty or not as they 
claim they are. There is little chance of 
being called on the little white lie. It is 
a form of group, interactive escapism 
that is almost entirely harmless - and 
often therapeutic. The relative anonym- 
ity and safety of typing keys in the quiet 
dark of your own den leads to a prob- 
ably false sense of intimacy. These peo- 
ple share not just their innermost feel- 
ings, but often fantasies they would 
never dream of living out in the real 
world, or even revealing to their close 
friends and relatives. 


If you take any piece of all this, print it 
out on clean white paper, and read it 
aloud to a jury of your peers (who may 
have never seen a modem) the result can 
be quite damning. It isn’t real, but they 
don’t know that. You’ve translated the 
detritus of one world into the harsh light 
of another, and the result is guaranteed 
to not make sense - however obvious 
and clear cut it seems. 


The other element of online sex re- 
volves around .GIF images. I do not 
quite understand what drives all of this. 
But there does appear to be an insatiable 
demand for bit-image near photo- 
graphic quality images of young love- 
lies unblemished by the valiant efforts 
of the Garment Workers of America. 
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Worse, many of these go beyond nudity 
and mild indecency to images that are 
indisputably obscene. And for a certain 
group of online users, the search for the 
ever more luridly disgusting never ends. 


This has a number of results. Any num- 
ber of BBS operators, urged by their 
callers to find more of these images, 
have responded quite efficiently to do 
so. Some have found it a trap. The sex- 
crazed are quite willing to cough cash 
for images of greater quantity or more 
innovatively disgusting poses. And the 
operators wind up with a good income 
from a small group of very disturbed 
callers. 


Jim Maxey, operator of a very finan- 
cially successful BBS, Event Horizon, 
has gained some repute as the result of 
a copyright infringement lawsuit 
brought by Playboy Magazine. Maxey 
has solid credentials in photography 
and the hardware and software end of 
bit imaging going back for nearly a 
dozen years. Event Horizon was origi- 
nally devoted to astronomical photo- 
graphs and graphics. In fact the term 
Event Horizon actually refers to the 
gravitational point of no return theoreti- 
cally near a black hole in space. But in 
response to caller demand, today 
Maxey produces animations and GIF 
images of naked women. 


Today most all of the larger BBS sys- 
tems carry at least some of these GIF 
images. And the ever present group of 
sysops who are not succeeding finan- 
cially have seized on this as a handy 
excuse for failure. We regularly hear 
from operators who insist they will not 
provide these images, and they are con- 
vinced there is no way to prosper with- 
out trafficking in Adult GIFs. This logic 
doesn’t really follow, but it does make 
them feel better. 


Virtually all of the bulletin boards that 
are currently financially profitable, pro- 
vide a bit of EVERYTHING. They may 
have 300 file areas and 500 message 
conferences. We are still at the point 
where this general systems are profit- 
able, and the special topic systems we 
think will eventually own it all are cur- 
rently the bottom of the economic food 
chain online. But somehow the group 
looking for a reason to fail focus on two 
file areas and five adult conferences as 
the sole reason for success. It is not 


quite so simple. These currently suc- 
cessful systems succeed because their 
callers feel they can get ANYTHING 
available online from that system. 


The other aspect that is bothersome 
about the obscene GIF controversy has 
to do with throwing the baby out with 
the bath water. There is a lot of energy 
in this online sex drive. And it has 
caused a lot of tools. CompuServe intro- 
duced the GIF format in 1987. In barely 
five years, it has become a ubiquitous 
online standard for handling bit-image 
graphics. There are dozens of programs 
available to view them, crop them, re- 
verse them, invert them, convert them 
to other formats, import them from 
other formats, size them, compress 
them, and do most anything you like 
with them. Datastorm Technologies in- 
cluded a GIF image viewer in their lat- 
est Procomm for Windows offering. 
Procomm is indisputably the most 
popular terminal program in use in the 
BBS world, and it has GIF built in now. 
You can view GIFs on your screen as 
you download them. 


Would these tools have been developed 
without sex online? Probably not, and 
certainly not with the rapidity and ubiq- 
uity that we find today. And the ultimate 
destination of such tools have nothing 
to do with sex. They have to do with art 
and communication. A picture really 
DOES communicate a 1000 words - or 
more. Much of science depends on 
graphics as a tool to present and discuss 
large data sets visually. And most of art 
depends on visual transmission. But 
the kinds of people involved in art and 
science are not necessarily involved in 
computers. They are unlikely to de- 
velop these tools and only now in many 
areas discovering that they are avail- 
able. As they make the discovery, there 
is a big bonus for the planet at some 
future point. 


Visual arts historically have revolved 
around photographs, paintings, or 
sketches that an artist produces and then 
sells. Whoever buys it hangs it on a 
wall, either a private wall or a public 
wall. If you are privileged to be standing 
next to the wall, you get to see and enjoy 
this artistic expression. If you aren’t 
lucky enough to be in the same room, 
you largely never get to see it. There are 
publications of prints and expensive 
books containing photographic images 
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of these works, but the dissemination of 
art to the world is a pretty limited situ- 
ation. Indeed, some of the perceived 
value in art revolves around it’s rarity 
and exclusivity. 


But art does have intrinsic value in and 
of itself. And I suspect you can’t really 
water down that value simply by allow- 
ing large numbers of people to enjoy it. 
Currently the art world is hesitant to 
disseminate computer images of art on- 
line. This comes from views and tradi- 
tions of copyright and protection that 
are gradually becoming obsolete. In 
practice, I] think eventually photogra- 
phers and artists will welcome elec- 
tronic distribution of their works to mil- 
lions online. The originals will become 
MORE valuable because of the famili- 
arity of the world with their work. Many 
unknown artists paint beautiful pic- 
tures, but without the years of building 
a reputation in the art world, they are 
fortunate to recover the cost of the paint 
and canvass. Art becomes valuable as 
much because it is known and familiar 
as it does because it is good art. And the 
electronic age we face will allow mil- 
lions to enjoy what will become pretty 
good facsimiles of art they would other- 
wise never see. These images won’t be 
as good as the original. But they will 
convey the essential idea. This will all 
require a different view of copyright 
and ownership, but I think it will evolve 
fairly naturally. 


In this issue, we look at the first actual 
art gallery we know of that is putting art 
online wholesale. EarthArt BBS is actu- 
ally operated from the floor of the Am- 
bassador Graphics and Wildlife Gallery 
in North Charleston South Carolina. 
They make money from the sale of col- 
lectible prints and stamps of conserva- 
tion wildlife art. They feel by distribut- 
ing GIFs online of these images, they 
can spur interest in sales of actual prints 
and stamps of the original art. I think 
they are onto the model much of the art 
world will eventually follow - an online 
free catalog of what is available. We can 
all dial this system, download, and en- 
joy GIF images of fish and ducks and so 
forth. But this will naturally cause many 
of us to want the real thing to hang on 
the wall. 


What has all this to do with sex? With- 
out the ubiquity of GIF tools, EarthArt 
could not be. Owners of art galleries are 
singularly unlikely to write graphic im- 
aging software. Not ever. 


So what we are seeing is a maturation of 
the online world. Starting with what is 
probably a crime, I see an entire world 
of rich imagery evolving to benefits I 
frankly don’t have the vision to imagine 
in full tapestry. 


And the sex online? I would like to 
think we will outgrow it manifold. It 
really has always been a sideshow - 
never the main attraction - to the online 
experience. We are now seeing a num- 
ber of BBS operators, concerned by the 
direction toward sex for many practical 
reasons having little to do with prudery, 
quietly remove the images from their 
system or at least pull back to simple 
nudes - eschewing the racier obscene 
images. And some are frankly fright- 
ened of increasing rumors of legislation 
and federal "sting" operations in the off- 
ing. They don’t want to be singled out 
as the “example” system used to clean 
up the frontier. We recently received a 
press release from Albuquerque’s Gar- 
bage Dump BBS noting they were re- 
moving ALL adult GIF images from 
their system entirely. This is an adult 
chat system who’s THEME is adult sex- 
ual issues. But the majority of their call- 
ers are really online discussing the pain 
of divorce, the grief of losing a loved 
one, and where to get the best deal on 
life insurance. And while operator Dean 
Kerl fully expected a 20% loss in traffic 
from the move, it tured out to be less 
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than 10%. Likewise Owen Hawkins, of 
SPACE BBS in California, and Kevin 
Behrens of Aquila BBS, have quietly 
purged their boards. 


I suspect this will become a trend. And 
for those with an ear to hear, it will 
inevitably be spurred by some legal en- 
forcement actions that will happen over 
the course of the next year. Some other- 
wise well intentioned BBS operators 
will probably BE made examples of - a 
tragedy in most ways. Freedom of ex- 
pression is a difficult thing to regulate 
"just a little bit." I can’t think of a case 
where it’s been done with anything but 
bumbling overkill, and too often the 
baby gets thrown out - and the bath 
water somehow stays. 


It would be far better if the majority of 
the online world simply outgrew this 
adolescent preoccupation with sexual 
imagery, and went on to publish pic- 
tures of ducks - fully feathered ducks. 


Jack Rickard 


LETTERS 


Address correspondence to Letters to 
the Editor, Boardwatch Magazine, 7586 
West Jewell Ave. Suite 200, Lakewood, 
CO 80232 


Jack, 


I have just returned from the ONE 
BBSCON ’92 and would like to pass 
along some comments: 


This was truly a "happening" in the 
BBS world, showing one and all that not 
only do BBS’ exist, but are a big and 
growing force. Everyone from the gen- 
eral computer press to the modem 
manufacturers should now realize that 
this is a vast arena, and one largely 
heretofore unrecognized. The energy 
and excitement was felt from Wednes- 
day evening until after the last sessions 
on Sunday morning. 


The conference itself was obviously 
well-planned and well-executed. 
Everything seemed to proceed without 
a hitch, just like clockwork. Although 
I’m sure there were some behind-the- 
scenes panics, they were entirely invis- 
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ible to participants. You and your staff, 
including the hotel staff did a exem- 
plary job. Peg Conniglio appeared to the 
casual observer as though she does this 
stuff every day. 


The sessions were entertaining and in- 
formative. Vendor displays were infor- 
mative and useful to the participants, 
albeit very crowded. My limited con- 
tacts with vendors indicate that they 
were pleased with the results of their 
participation. Probably the best part for 
me and many others was meeting in 
person many of the folks who we’ve 
only known through our CRT’s. I vis- 
ited with Sysops from 50 miles from 
home, all the way to folks like John 
Burden from England. 


And, regarding the facility: Please pass 
along my heartfelt thanks to the man- 
ager and staff of the Stouffer Concourse 
Hotel for a very enjoyable stay. The 
room was great, the restaurant had great 
food and fine service, and all the staff 
was friendly, courteous, and helpful. 


The only shortcoming that I can think of 
was the fact that poor "Dawn" was 
alone in trying to service the bar patrons 
on Saturday night, and she could really 
have used some help. Her efforts were 
nothing short of heroic! 


It is very rare for something of this type 
to be completed largely without nega- 
tives, especially a first effort. (I believe 
that ONE, Inc. has never done one of 
these before) You folks truly had your 
collective act together. I, for one, thank 
you for the opportunity to participate in 
the ONE BBSCON, and am avidly 
looking forward to 1993’s "CON. Be- 
sides, my wife is also anticipating an- 
other visit to The Tattered Cover Book- 
store! 


Jim Dunmyer 
Toledo’s TBBS 1:234/2 
(419)475-6003 


Jim: 


Most pleased you enjoyed the conven- 
tion. BBSs are indeed a big and growing 
force. Part of the reason for the exist- 
ence of ONE BBSCON was that I was 
unconvinced even those participating 
realized how big - and how much of a 
force. 
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BBS operators, quite of necessity, spend 
most of their "spare" time in the base- 
ment or den, running the BBS. In inter- 
acting with callers, they have the sense 
that they are communicating and deal- 
ing with other people. On some level 
they are, and on another level, they are 
really quite alone in the basement. This 
leads almost to a state of sensory depri- 
vation. 


1 watch bulletin boards - that’s why we 
call it Boardwatch. And in seeing the 
incredible variety, depth, breadth, and 
sheer numbers of things being done - 
not primarily by institutions, but by in- 
dividuals, I’m nearly overcome by the 
power of this thing. But when I talk to 
sSysops one-on-one, their perception of 
what this is, from almost every angle, 
differs from mine in a very subtle fash- 
ion. They think they are little. I think 
they are giants striding across a wind 
swept prairie of the future. They think 
they are little guys in basements - duel- 
ing with problem callers, and strug- 
gling to bring a small system to life. The 
forces of the world seem to conspire to 
reinforce that they are small. I’ve had 
several PC journalists explain to me 
that the BBS industry is just three or 
four very small companies selling BBS 
software. It takes my breath away that 
these guys can make a living writing 
about an industry so gruesomely misun- 
derstood. It’s like defining the auto in- 
dustry by the number of companies 
manufacturing floor jacks. 


On the other hand, the commercial on- 
line services are virtually in a state of 
clitoral fibrillation that they are ap- 
proaching the five million caller mark - 
total - on people who access online 
services such as CompuServe, GEnie, 
and AOL. In every conversation, they 
are almost neurotically focused on mak- 
ing sure I understand that they are the 
"big guys" and bulletin boards are a 
sideshow. 


None of this makes sense in the world I 
perceive. So either lam completely lost 
in space, or there is a big information 
problem here. I see nearly li million 
BBS callers, over 40,000 BBS systems 
in the U.S alone. And as it gains an 
economic basis, where lone individuals 
can invest a few thousand bucks and 
start a business of unlimited potential, 
THAT size is the TINDER for a fire 
storm yet to come - and there are people 
hauling gasoline to it in trucks on the 
horizon. 


ONE BBSCON was an attempt to get a 
thousand BBS operators out of the 
basement and into a central location so 
they could see, touch, smell, and talk to 
each other. A place to see what a thou- 
sand of the most creative and imagina- 
tive people in the country looked like. A 
place to see if they were all nerds, or if, 
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as I’ve suspected, they were really 
pretty normal people with powerful 
ideas. And frankly, I had never seen a 
thousand of them in one place myself. 


We said we would do it. And technically, 
we did it with 46 attendees to spare. But 
I confess I did not expect what hap- 
pened. The sheer numbers of people 
coming from entirely different conti- 
nents - I didn’t expect. We tried to pro- 
vide a nice, upscale professional exhibit 
area. But the buying feeding frenzy that 
broke out on the exhibit floor - I didn’t 
expect. I had hoped attendees would 
have an adequate opportunity to "net- 
work". But the deal making orgy in the 
hall with several hundred people talk- 
ing and pumping each other so hard it 
made their faces visibly hurt - continu- 
ously for nearly four days - I didn't 
expect. And finally, the intensity of this 
group of people, excited just about 
FINDING each other, blew the top off 
this thing. I've been in shock for two 
weeks and I still don’t know what it all 
means. 


My point is this Jim. We did do quite a 
bit of work on facilities planning, pro- 
motion, and session planning to create 
an environment suitable for a meeting 
of BBS operators where the food, facili- 
ties, speakers, etc. would be there and 
look professional. But we didn’t make 
what happened at ONE BBSCON hap- 
pen at all - not by a long shot. You all 
did. We had our hands full trying to keep 
the walls standing and the roof on top. 


In any event, it was the most fun I’ve 
ever had standing up. We'll do it again 
next year. I guess I'd like to see about 
2000 operators here then. 


For those unfamiliar with the Tattered 
Cover, it is a book store in the same 
sense that New York City is a village. I 
hold it in regard as the finest book store 
in the country. I’ve never been in and 
out in less than six hours so I avoid it 
unless I've some free time. 


Jack Rickard 
Dear Jack: 


You and Phil did an excellent job on the 
conference. I felt that I was witnessing 
the birth of a new industry. There defi- 
nitely was something positive and full 
of expectations in the air. The sessions 


were nearly uniformly good and the ho- 
tel did an excellent job of hosting. The 
conference agenda was clearly well 
thought out. The food was good. The 
exhibits room provided great informa- 
tion and wonderful discounts and free- 
bies that could have literally paid the 
cost of admission. 


Don’t know what else to say, except that 
I’m already looking forward to next 
year’s conference. Thank you, Jack and 
Phil. 


P.S. Hope you all covered your 
expenses and didn’t lose anything. 


Bruce Kirschner 
Bruce: 


Glad you found the conference worth- 
while. One of the foremost precepts in 
doing ONE BBSCON was that everyone 
who touched it had to win. No sponsors, 
charitable contributions, good faith 
gestures - no compromises. If we were 
to have vendors, they had to feel 
vended. Attendees were to feel attended, 
speakers were to feel they had spoken, 
those listening were to feel adequately 
spoken to - and allowed to participate. 
The hotel had to feel filled. That was the 
rule. No losers. Everyone from the bell 
captain of the hotel to our keynote 
speaker, John C. Dvorak, must leave a 
clear - nay victorious, winner. 


In a situation where many of the ven- 
dors and attendees perceive themselves 
to be in competition, this winAvin/win 
concept is a little avant garde. But I 
believe if you can do it, "you cover your 
expenses and don't lose anything" 
rather automatically. Moreover, you've 
done something in and of itself worth- 
while. That's the way the world works. 
Some bean counter somewhere at some 
point will notify us as to whether or not 
itis prudent to do it again, but I’m pretty 
confident all of that will sort itself out 
without a great deal of my own curi- 
ously inept supervision, and we’ll look 
for you again in "93. 


See you there, 


Jack Rickard 


Jack: 


DID YOU SEND IT TO THEM, OR 
DID THEY COME TO YOU? 


This was an issue that came up at each 
of the three legal panels I sat on at the 
recent ONE BBSCON convention in 
Denver. 


Simply put, the issue is this: when you 
run an online service (BBS, etc) that is 
reachable over the phone lines from 
anywhere, what laws and what jurisdic- 
tion applies to what goes on regarding 
content? 


If your BBS in LA has content that 
adheres to “community standards" there 
and someone from someplace else in 
America or elsewhere downloads it, 
reads it, etc. and that content does NOT 
conform to the "community standards" 
of that location, then can the remote 
location authorities go after the BBS in 
LA? 


This is a question that nobody has a 
clear answer for because like so much 
of these things, there is little real case- 
work involving it, but it is a MAJOR 
issue, a thorny issue, one that won’t go 
away, will likely get some people in hot 
water as test cases and could well have 
a real chilling effect on how BBS’ con- 
duct their affairs should the law tilt in 
the direction of remote jurisdiction. 


Now I know that just about every DA 
wants everything to be in his or her local 
jurisdiction, and I also believe that there 
are some laws that lean in the direction 
of remote jurisdiction. 


But I think it is a Bad Idea and one 
which ought to be fought by everyone 
concemed about this. Think about it. 
Think about the quagmire of confusion 
that can only come about if local com- 
munity standards can effect what hap- 
pens to a board far away. 


And it just doesn’t make sense to me to 
think of it like that. Even if you adver- 
tise in a magazine saying "dial us up and 
check us out” or some such thing. The 
question is: did you bring it to them or 
did they come to you to get it? 


I say we ought to get together and de- 
clare that when someone dials up your 
board, *they came to you* and not the 
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other way around. Maybe we need to 
found our own association that advo- 
cates these things for our interest. This 
isn’t cast in concrete yet, but if it goes 
in the wrong direction it’s going to be 
bad news for all of us. 


Regards, 


John Coate 
tex @well.sf.ca.us 


John: 


You raise a real question, and one to 
which I not only don't know the answer, 
but I don’t think we'll see an answer to 
it at all soon. 


The point where CyberSpace meets 
Broadway is a very strange juncture. I 
would like it to come down as you sug- 
gest, where each BBS is responsible for 
adhering to the standards and laws 
within its own geo-political division. I 
think this makes sense, and in a practi- 
cal sense involving criminal matters, 
prosecuting a BBS in another state for 
infringing laws in your local area is 
expensive, and unlikely to lead to much 
by way of satisfaction. You wouldn't 
prosecute a liquor store for selling 
whiskey to someone who drove in from 
a dry county. 


But there was a situation with a satellite 
distributed adult television channel, 
where a small town in Texas basically 
put it off the air. More recently, Com- 
puServe actually removed an Apogee 
game file, Escape from Castle Wolfen- 
stein, based on the RUMOR that it 
might be against the law in Germany - 
because it included depictions of vari- 
ous Nazi symbols. I found that stand 
notably courageous on the part of Com- 
puServe (NOT). 


If all you want to do is get together and 
declare that when someone calls your 
BBS, they came to you - consider it 
declared. As to the association, I am 
afraid I’m just not much of an associa- 
tion joiner. This came up repeatedly at 
ONE BBSCON, and I don’t know how to 
put it more plainly, I’m not only not 
inclined to start a sysop association, but 
disinclined to join one. If anyone needs 
time or space to organize one at ONE 
BBSCON next year, we will certainly try 
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to accommodate them. I'll personally 
pour coffee for them. But I have no 
designs on being part of it. 


That is not to say that there isn't good 
and plenty reason for there to be an 
association, or that it isn’t needed, or 
that it wouldn't be successful. I just 
don’t like organizations that involve 
Robert's Rules of Order, volunteers, and 
all the trappings that involve most 
group efforts. Despite a rather serious 
philosophy along those lines, I did make 
an exception in supporting the Elec- 
tronic Frontier Foundation a couple of 
years ago when it was forined, joined it 
as a member, contributed money to it, 
and encouraged Boardwatch readers to 
do likewise. It was founded by people I 
like and admire, for all the right rea- 
sons, and with the best of intentions. 
The entropy of such organizations being 
what it is, in two short years the EFF 
has devolved into a group of ex-ACLU 
lawyers looking for a free Washington 
power-lunch, with little in the way of 
concern or familiarity with things on- 
line. They would love to be alarmingly 
elitist, if they actually knew what that 
looked like online. I look for them to 
continue a slide away from the BBS and 
online community and increasingly to- 
ward irrelevancy. I would like to think 
Cliff Figallo can reverse this trend, but 
he’s outnumbered, surrounded, and out- 
flanked by lawyers. 


It is a sad, but probably inevitable pro- 
gression that has more to do with the 
dynamics of associations, foundations, 
clubs, groups, and other odd assem- 
blages than anything else. Basically 
things are done by individuals. It is true 
that when two people join to do a thing, 
their cumulative powers are greater 
than the sum of the parts. When a third 
Joins, itis perhaps magnified again. But 
at about member four, some sort of uni- 
versal penalty box comes into play to 
reduce the effectiveness to less than 
either of the original two. And a down- 
ward slide from there continues to be- 
come more screwed up with each per- 
son who joins after that - in ever closer 
approximations of useless - until the 
original founders quit and the group 
goes careening off into the future in 
search of a raison d'etre. At about this 
point it starts wounding innocents. 


User , 
Friendly. 


— << 


TEA Mate® 
BBS software 
for UNLX* 


ne nee tt 


Since 1985 we've been employees, customers and 
building easy-to-use multiuser suppliers. Versions currently 
software specifically designed available for Intel, SUN, IBM 
for commercial application. RS/6000, HP-UX, DEC Ultrix, 4 
In fact, MMB TEAMate® is the AT&T 3B2, Sequent and Data a 
only bulletin board software General. Call for complete 
with the features and flexibility information, and access to our 
that can accommodate the demo system via INTERNET 
widely differing communication or dial-up. For the best BBS 
requirements of your software, hands-down. 


CALL (800) 832-6022 or (310) 318-1322 
FAX (310) 318-2162 


MMB DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
904 Manhattan Avenue, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 


UNIX is a registered trademark of UNIX System Laboratories. 


This slightly xenophobic view of group 
dynamics causes me to avoid even 
agreeing with anybody, for fear we 
might team up into a group of two and 
Start a trend. It’s caused a slightly nega- 
tive personal reputation for being an 
a**hole - but small price to pay - ’'m 
not in any groups. 


So with that experience, I would note 
the BBS community probably does need 
a representative association or lobby- 
ing group of some sort, I hope it forms 
one, and I’m personally disinclined to 
be a part of it. Are you volunteering to 
lead the charge? 


Jack Rickard 
Dear Jack and Phil: 


Congratulations on an outstanding con- 
ference! I am positive that ONE 
BBSCON will continue to be a success 
in the years to come. I was glad to be 
chosen as a presenter and was im- 
pressed with the professionalism and 
helpfulness of the entire staff. Every 
aspect of the conference was extremely 
organized and polished. Is this really the 
first time you did this? 


Best Wishes, 


DATASTORM TECHNOLOGIES, 
INC 


Phil James 
Director of Research and Development 


Phil: 


It was really the first time, and we thank 
you for being gentle. Actually, we had 
quite a bit of good advice from those on 
our Executive Advisory Board that had 
done such things before, including Stan 
Hirschman and Jim Warren. And we got 
a little anal retentive on the detail work 
end of it to compensate for our lack of 
experience. It appeared to work. We ap- 
preciate your participation. I would like 
to see ONE BBSCON become a good 
place for communications software de- 
velopers, modem manufacturers, BBS 
operators, and so forth to get together 
to tell tall tales, compare notes, get to 
know each other as people, work out 
cooperative technologies, and perhaps 
in the process accelerate the march of 
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neat new Stuff for me to play with. We’ve 
made a start. And I hope you'll join us 
again next year. 


Warmest Regards; 
Jack Rickard 
Dear Jack: 


Well, I’ve unpacked my suitcase, 
scraped off my desk, signed another 
book contract, and rearranged the of- 
fice. Before I get swamped in work 
again, I wanted to take a moment to 
drop you a "thank you" note. 


The convention was an unparalleled 
success. It was obviously well-run, 
well-planned, and well-coordinated. I 
enjoyed the convention immensely!. I 
also wanted to say that I enjoyed meet- 
ing you. You have a good staff. 


According to the publisher, Using 
Computer Bulletin Boards is doing 
well. I’m pleased. I’m working on the 
idea of them doing something for next 
year’s convention: advertising, a ven- 
dor booth, whatever I can talk them 
into. I'll be talking to Peg Coniglio 
about this. Please let me know if you 
need another review copy of the book; 
I'll be glad to have it sent to you. 


I’m looking forward to seeing you next 
year at the next ONE BBSCON...or will 
that be "TWO BBSCON?" Oh, well, 
whatever... In any case, it was wonder- 
ful. Thanks for everything. 


Very Truly Yours 


John V. Hedtke 
Author, Using Computer Bulletin 
Boards. 


John: 


Glad you enjoyed the gathering. I had 
considered The World Online BBS Con- 
vention (TWO BBSCON) for next year. 
But we had probably better stick with 
Online Networking and BBS Conven- 
tion (ONE BBSCON) as a name. What 
if it’s a success again next year? I can't 
think of a string for which THREE 
would serve as an acronym. 


Jack Rickard 


12 


Mz. Rickard: 


I was excited to read your article on 
NAPLPS and recent developments with 
this standard. It is exciting (and fun) to 
see the graphical standard for BBS sys- 
tems unfold before our eyes! I am of the 
opinion that the NAPLPS (ANSI) 
standard is the BBS graphical standard 
of the future and am very pleased with 
Boardwatch’s coverage of this stand- 
ard. 


The review of Alan McNamee’s mod- 
ule for the commercial TBBS NAPLPS 
package received excellent coverage. I 
feel my shareware TurBoard BBS pack- 
age has a lot to offer the BBS commu- 
nity as well, and I appreciate you men- 
tioning a few of its features. I would 
also like to update you on some of the 
other features of TurBoard. 


The first full-featured BBS version of 
TurBoard was 0.10. Since then, I’ve 
increased the version number by .01 for 
every new or improved feature in Tur- 
Board, that is the reason for its current 
0.44(+). It is not in a pre-release state. 
TurBoard implements fully integrated 
NAPLPS (where others can show 
NAPLPS frames, their BBS software 
doesn’t understand NAPLPS) and is 
fully downward compatible with ANSI 
and ASCII BBS emulations. 


TurBoard implements multi-node sup- 
port, on-line questionnaires, QWK of- 
fline reader support, FidoNet, classified 
advertising, on-line books, on-line BBS 
list, door support for most door pro- 
grams, CB chat for multinode systems, 
keyword file searches, phonetic name 
searches, bulletins, unlimited message 
forums, and many other standard BBS 
functions. This is complete in the share- 
ware version! 


Your explanation of NAPLPS was 
pretty good, especially in pointing out 
that it, if used properly, is much faster 
than even ANSI graphics. (Consider 2 
bytes to change a text color compared to 
ANSI’s 5 to 8 bytes!) This can shorten 
electronic mail considerably. Think of 
writing a message on FidoNet with a 
graphic to drive home your point or a 
classified advertisement with a picture 
of the item you are selling or a door 
game with you and another caller play- 


ing “tank"! There is definitely an advan- 
tage to switching over a BBS to 
NAPLPS full time! 


In fact, Jack, the NAPLPS standard 
doesn’t have to stop with that, there are 
provisions already in place to enhance 
this standard to go well beyond what we 
know as the NAPLPS today. Does 
sound and motion video make you 
drool? It does me! The research has 
already been. done, and it’s very cheap. 
NAPLPS is just the beginning and it 
provides a SMOOTH migration to 
much bigger and better things. I encour- 
age everyone: TBBS, PC Board, Major 
BBS, etc. to develop this standard so 
everyone can enjoy it, and don’t let 
some proprietary standard take away 
our God-given BBS freedoms! 


Sincerely, 


Shawn Rhoads 
TurBoard BBS 1:362/614 


Shawn: 


The urge to move to more powerful 
graphics online has indeed come of age. 
NAPLPS has a lot to recommend it, but 
there are other works in progress that 
are pretty exciting as well. I look for a 
14.4kbps V.32bis modem to be available 
in popular retail chains at less than 
$225 - probably by the time you read 
this. And a 9600 bps V.32 modem may 
be available for as little as $99.95 by the 
end of the year courtesy of a slow but 
colorful major online service. In my 
mind, the $225 point has been histori- 
cally important in moving to the next 
modem speed en masse. By the end of 
this year, or early next, the majority of 
those online will be using 9600 bps or 
greater speeds online. On Friday, we'll 
be a 2400 bps world, and the following 
Monday it will be 9600 bps and faster. 
This opens the door to do graphics - 
even bit image graphics - albeit some- 
what slowly. 


For the next couple of years, we will be 
involved in a graphics interface devel- 
opment orgy with hundreds of product 
introductions and announcements. This 
will coincide, and to some degree cause, 
a mass movement of millions of new 
online citizens. It will probably also 
lead to some seriously strange bulletin 
boards. The power to create is also the 
power to make ugly. But the combina- 
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tion of higher numbers of participants, 
and the graphics that will probably 
make even 19.2kbps modems ultimately 
look a bit plodding, should fire a move 
to something faster - ISDN perhaps, 
fiber optics, ATM - something. We are 
within a few years of having virtually 
instant access to hundreds of thousands 
of data cottages - in color - with photo- 
graphs - at useful speeds. 


Does sound and motion make me drool? 
Oh, not ina real slobbery sense. It per- 
haps causes me to pick my nose a bit in 
thought though. I’ve never been much 
enamored with devices speaking to me 
and issuing various directives. I have a 
wife for that and it undermines her 
authority. I did have a friend shoot a 
Chrysler in the dash board over some 
silly disagreement involving seat belts 
and open doors once. Motion video? 
Are we talking bulletin boards as tiny 
television stations? Hmmm.... that actu- 
ally has some interesting possibilities... 


For the immediate future, I agree that 
NAPLPS seems to be the leading con- 
tender for the online graphics interface. 
For one thing, it has the capability of 
addressing the international alphabet 
soup we face in forming a global elec- 
tronic world. 


Jack Rickard 


TELEBITS 


RUMORS AND STUFF 


While hardly a trekkie, I do confess 
some affinity for the Star Trek and ST 
Next Generation television shows. I 
was but twelve years old when it first hit 
the screen, and I’ve seen most of them 
twice or more. But some of it still eludes 
me. I almost never know what year it is, 
or where they really are. To some de- 
gree, I don’t even know what they are 
talking about. What is a warp factor? 
For all I know, warp factor nine could 
be about 35 miles per hour and the 
whole part of the galaxy they are always 
referring to may be the size of a football 
field. 


This came to a head over the term PAR- 
SEC. They were always so many PAR- 
SECs from here or there, and somehow 
it was always a few more parsecs than 
they wanted. A parsec here, a parsec 
there, I guess it adds up even for star 
ships. But what the hell is a parsec? 


A little investigation revealed that a par- 
sec is actually a shortened “parallax arc 
second.” It would appear that astrono- 
mers have a great deal of interest in 
measuring how far various celestial ob- 
jects are from us. And there are few 
things to measure by or with when you 
are talking about things so far away that 
it takes light years to make the transit. 
One of the early techniques used to 
measure stellar distance was some basic 
trigonometry and the concept of paral- 
lax. Parallax is the apparent change in 
position of an object viewed from two 
different points of perspective. If you 
hold a finger out in front of you, and 
close one eye, then open that eye and 
close the other, the finger appears to 
shift in position. The amount of shift is 
inversely proportional to the distance to 
the finger, and directly proportional to 
the distance between your two eyes. 


The same thing can be applied to stellar 
objects - at least relatively near ones. 
But since they are so far away, batting 
your eyes doesn’t produce much paral- 
lax. However, the orbit of the earth pro- 
vides a much wider range of perspec- 
tives. By observing a near star against 
the background of stars much further 
away at one moment, and then observ- 
ing the same star precisely half a year 
later, we are basically viewing the star 
from opposite ends of the earth’s orbit 
around the sun. The amount of "shift" 
will be inversely proportional to the dis- 
tance of the star from earth’s orbit. If the 
star appears to shift precisely one sec- 
ond of arc in the sky, it is said to be one 
parallax arc second distant, or one par- 
sec distant. This corresponds roughly to 
a distance of 3.26 light years. So a 
parsec is the distance light can travel at 
200 million meters per second, in 3.26 
years. 


HURRICANE ANDREW also does 
phones. An aging AT&T microwave 
system linking Florida to Cuba was the 
only trunk for carrying LD calls be- 
tween the U.S. and Cuba. It was de- 
stroyed by the hurricane and Cuba re- 
fuses AT&T attempts to reroute calls - 


except through Italy. Cuba is effectively 
cut off. Bell South estimated that 
150,000 lines in Florida and 30 lines in 
Louisiana were still out of service a 
week after the storm. 


Businesses rely heavily on the U.S. 
Postal Service and rates have been ona 
dramatic rise over the past decade. The 
USPS is offering tips on how to save 
money on a mass mailing - and the tips 
are on diskette. The "USPS Mail Flow 
Planning System" is described on an 
IBM compatible disk and available free 
of charge. Call 800-238-3150. 


Work on NAPLPS products for online 
use is accelerating. Rumor mill indi- 
cates that Andrew Milner, author of Re- 
mote Access BBS, has designs on mak- 
ing RA NAPLPS compatible. Bit 
Bucket Software, developers of the 
popular BinkleyTerm FidoNet compat- 
ible mai! front end are rumored to be at 
work on some NAPLPS communica- 
tion products - this company has a his- 
tory of developing FREE software, and 
very solid stuff at that. 


Cellular telephone service is catching 
on everywhere. Average per-user 
monthly bills continue to fall - currently 
about $68 monthly. Some nine million 
in the United States have taken the 
pledge and industry analysts claim 
some 7300 new cellular subscribers join 
the party each day. In late May, Grenada 
County Mississippi was the last of the 
734 cellular markets set up by the FCC 
to go online. BellSouth Mobility 
switched on RSA#496 nine years after 
the FCC granted the first license in 
1983. 


The phones themselves are getting 
lighter as well. Motorola just introduced 
the MicroTAC Ultra Lite, a 5.9 ounce 
telephone some 20% smaller than the 
7.7 ounce MicroTAC Lite they intro- 
duced last year. The $945 pocket phone 
features 65 minutes of talk time thanks 
to some new nickel metal hydride bat- 
teries. A $50 option called VibraCall 
causes the phone to vibrate rather than 
ring. This could bring yet another aspect 
to phone sex... 


Look for Software Etc. to introduce 
some serious assaults on the price of 
V.32bis and V.32 modems - the latter 
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showing up on shelves at well under the 
magic $200 mark and some speculate as 
low as $149.95. 


The Byte Information Exchange 
(BIX) has apparently prospered since 
moving out from under the auspices of 
Byte Magazine and in under the wing of 
Delphi. Internet mail to user@del- 
phi.com has been available for some 
time. Latest rumors: a full internet con- 
nection for BIX with telenet bix.com 
very likely. This is increasingly an op- 
tion for such services - the Whole Earth 
Lectronic Link has had the telnet con- 
nection for several months. If it does 
come to pass, an IP address for BIX of 
192.80.63.253 would be interesting... 


SkyTel, one of the largest players in the 
pager game is now offering a software 
program titled SkyWord Access which 
allows the user to send alphanumeric 
pages via modem - probably opens the 
door to bulletin boards forwarding e- 
mail to alphanumeric pocket pagers - 
contact SkyTel Info at (800)456-3333. 


eSoft, Inc. is rumored to be in beta test 
with their .QWK mai! option module. 
The new module will allow TBBS bul- 
letin boards to service callers who use 
offline mail readers such as QMail De- 
luxe, OLX, and SLMR. 


CATALOG FOR LAPTOP 
USERS 


We have confessed in the past a propen- 
sity to buy via mail order, and a fascina- 
tion with the thousands of ever more 
specialized catalogs available. We re- 
cently received one from The Com- 
plete Portable, Inc. This was a fasci- 
nating little catalog containing 36 very 
artfully done pages of bric-a-brac for 
laptop computer users. And it was en- 
gaging. 


The company seems to be a one stop 
shop for unusual laptop paraphernalia. 
Most notable was a fairly complete set 
of international power plugs and tele- 
phone jack converters. They offered 
six different six-foot cables that had a 
standard RJ-11 modular connector on 
one end an international telephone jack 
on the other. Models were available for 
Swedish, Italian, Dutch, German, 
French, British, and Australian connec- 
tors and were priced at a fairly attractive 


14 


$15 each. Similarly, they offered a line 
of 10 different power connectors that 
get you plugged in for AC in almost any 
country of the world at prices ranging 
between $10 and $20. They even had 
one for CIS countries previously part of 
the Soviet Union - an odd looking plug 
at that. 


One item that caught our eye was a 
flexible solar cell mat made of the 
amorphous silicon cells. This 30X16- 
inch mat weighs just 29 ounces and puts 
out 750-800 milliamps at up to 16.3 
vde. Priced at $299, you can get adapt- 
ers for Compaq, DEC, Radioshack, 
Panasonic, Toshiba, or Zenith laptops to 
plug your laptop in and recharge the 
battery with sunshine in about four 
hours. 


An automobile inverter gadget allows 
you to plug into the 12vdc cigarette 
lighter to produce 124 watts of 
120VAC, 60Hz power to run anything, 
including your laptop - priced at $139. 


The company also offers a dizzying ar- 
tay of both internal and external mo- 
dems for various laptop designs, exter- 
nal hard and floppy disk units, replace- 
ment batteries, soft and hard travel 
cases, telephone connection kits, and 
other laptop geegaws. They offer mem- 
ory upgrades for almost any laptop at 
quite attractive prices. For $15, they 
will send you a shipping box, pay insur- 
ance, and freight both ways, allowing 
you to send in your laptop and have 
them do the memory upgrade. They 
claim they’1l get it back to you in about 
a week. The catalog is $2. We'd like to 
see a BBS where we could order. The 
Complete Portable, Inc., 505 Shawn 
Lane, Prospect Heights, IL 60070; 
(800)328-4827 ext 3317; (612)944- 
8404 international; (708)577-6551 fax. 


AT&T TELEPHONE VOICE 
ENCRYPTION DEVICE 


AT&T has announced a new device to 
provide secure voice communications 
for companies fearing interception of 
confidential voice conversations. The 
AT&T Telephone Security Device 
Model 3600 is connected between the 
telephone and wall jack. One of these 
devices is required on both ends of the 
conversation and they are pretty proud 
of it at $1195 each. The device is port- 


...1he World’s First Full-featured, 
Easy-To-Use BBS For UNIX’! 


Z/Max XChange is a significant advance in commercial BBS applications! 
In addition to traditional BBS capabilities, only XChange offers so many 
innovative information management features . .. making it the world’s most 
powerful full-featured UNIX BBS. XChange takes full advantage of the 
power of UNIX and combines the various elements of telecomputing into 
one very flexible application. 


Powerful, Integrated Features! 

XChange’s powertul features allow users to easily administer workgroup 
projects, schedule and conduct meetings, send and receive messages, 
upload and download files, distribute security protected information to 
specific users or user groups and much more! 


@ Full graphical BBS functionality 
@ Real-time conferencing 
@ Menu-driven electronic mail 


@ An “Applications” command which easily accesses other software 
residing on the UNIX system 


@ "XQuery" — an integrated polling program 
@ A full-featured easy-to-use text editor 

@ "XNews" — an on-line news group BBS 

@ System transaction logging and accounting 
@ Extensive file search & transfer capabilities 
@ Multi-level/password security 


With XChange, users can easily exchange information from desktop to 
desktop . . . whether they are in the office, the field, or telecommuting 
from home! 


Amazingly Easy To Use! 

XChange utilizes intuitive screen menus with pull-down menus and pop-up 
windows. It is perfect for users who are accustomed to DOS-type key- 
strokes, yet have virtually no knowledge of UNIX. With XChange, the user 
never works with the UNIX prompt. Context-sensitive help insures that 
users can master XChange inno time at all... and XChange installs in less 
than 10 minutes! 


©1992, Z/Max Computer Solutions, Inc. UNIX is a registered tradamark af UNIX Systems Laboratories. 
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A Breakthrough in UNIX BBS Technology! 

XChange provides the system manager with a more timely, cost effective 
way to exchange information within the organization. Built-in flexibility 
insures that it will meet the needs of virtually any type of enterprise . . . 
corporate, governmental, educational or public service. 


Evaluate XChange for yourself! For a FREE DEMO DISK, call 
(315) 635-1882, fax (315) 635-1908 or write Z/Max, 8287 Loop Rd., 


Baldwinsville, NY 13027. 


Setting The Standard In 
UNIX Information 
Management Software. 


pier 


able, however, weighing just 1.5 
pounds and about the size of a hand- 
held calculator. It works on both ISDN 
and analog telephones and requires AC 
power. 


LIGHTNING ! 
COMMUNICATIONS 
DECLARES BANKRUPTCY 


Lightning Communications of San 
Viejo California declared bankruptcy 
on September 8th. Employees came to 
work to find the doors locked and all 
telephone lines went unanswered - in- 
cluding fax and BBS numbers. 


The company filed Chapter 7 bank- 
Tuptcy proceedings in the U.S. district 
court in Santa Anna Califomia. 


Lightning had produced an excellent 
low-priced internal modem based on 
the Rockwell chipset offering 14.4 kbps 
V.32bis data connections as well as fax 
at a list price of $279 and a BBS opera- 
tor discount to $240. We reviewed this 
modem favorably in our September is- 
sue. 


EVENT 
HORIZONS/PLAYBOY 
MAGAZINE SETTLE GIF 
COPYRIGHT 
INFRINGEMENT SUIT. 


One of the most popular activities on- 
line in recent months involves the 
download of GIF images. GIF images 
are scanned photographs held in Com- 
puServe’s Graphics Image Format (GIF 
- pronounced "JIFF"). Numerous utility 
programs abound to view these GIF im- 
ages on VGA color monitors. 


Aside from the question of pornography 
online, the question of copyright has 
arisen more than once. One of the great 
debates in Internet is whether scanned 
images from Penthouse Magazine and 
Playboy Magazine constitute copyright 
infringement. Undoubtedly they do, but 
the online world is such that even fairly 
basic issues can be debated for months 
without resolution. 


More problematical for BBS operators 
is the issue of even identifying copy- 
righted images. Typically, callers 
upload GIF images with a file name, a 
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very brief description of the image, and 
nothing else. The images, just as images 
in magazines and newspapers, do not 
actually carry copyright notices on the 
image, and indeed there is no require- 
ment for them to do so to retain full 
copy rights. The file itself normally 
doesn’t include documentation or other 
text. So BBS operators have little by 
way of indication if a particular image 
is freely available for distribution, or a 
scanned image from a national maga- 
zine. 


Jim Maxey’s Event Horizon BBS 
(503)697-5100 has enjoyed some con- 
siderable success in the BBS world, pri- 
marily by offering scanned images in 
the popular GIF image file format. 
Maxey was reported to admit to a daily 
income of over $8000 from his 64-line 
TBBS system in Lake Oswego Oregon. 


On March 28, Playboy Magazine filed 
suit in Oregon against Event Horizons 
citing willful copyright infringement. 
The suit alleged that Event Horizons 
allowed copyrighted photographs to be 
scanned into its computer system and 
subsequently made those images avail- 
able for download by modem. The suit 
names Event Horizons and James 
Maxey as defendants. 


In a released statement, Playboy gen- 
eral council Howard Shapiro said" 
"Event Horizons never obtained 
authorization to copy or publish Play- 
boy’s copyrighted works and has never 
compensated Playboy for doing so, al- 
though it has profited from bulletin 
board user fees and disk sales. In using 
the words ’Playboy’ and ’Playmate’ in 
image descriptions, Event Horizons has 
indicated its awareness of Playboy’s 
ownership of the photographs. We are 
filing this suit because Event Horizons 
continued to use Playboy’s photographs 
after repeatedly being asked to cease 
publication of all Playboy-owned 
works.” 


The suit was settled out of court on 
September 11, 1992. Although many of 
the detailed terms of the settlement 
were not disclosed, Event Horizons ad- 
mitted to copyright infringement as part 
of settlement, and paid a settlement fee 
of $500,000 to Playboy. 
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According to operator Jim Maxey, de- 
spite the punishing size of the settle- 
ment, he’s happy to have the six months 
of dealing with lawyers behind him. 
While the legal responsibilities of BBS 
operators regarding copyrights to un- 
identified GIF images remains a thorny 
issue in the online world, Maxey avows 
that he intends to restructure his system 
to provide only GIF images for which 
he has actually purchased the rights 
from the photographer. He’s already es- 
tablishing relationships with several 
photographers that produce excellent 
work and intends to continue operating 
Event Horizons - if anything an increas- 
ingly popular system with callers. 


Maxey is also hard at work scanning 
photographs taken at ONE BBSCON to 
produce a ONE BBSCON GIF Collec- 
tion. It will be interesting to see how 
THOSE develop - and everyone we saw 
there was fully clothed. Event Hori- 
zons, 311 Ave. B., Suite 209, Lake 
Oswego, OR, 97034; (503)697-7700 
voice; (503)697-5100 data; (503)636- 
0495 fax. 


PCBOARD LOWERS 
PRICES - ADDS MHS 
GATEWAY 


Clark Development Company, Inc. an- 
nounced a restructuring of their pricing 
for PCBoard software effective Sep- 
tember 7. PCBoard will no longer be 
sold in a single node version. Under the 
new pricing, a 2 node version with door 
capabilities is now $170. Previous 3, 6, 
and 9 node versions have been replaced 
with a single 10-node version for $340. 
The 25 and 99 node versions have been 
supplanted by a 100 node version priced 
at $680. A new 250 node version is 
available at $1000 and a 1000 node ver- 
sion is priced at $2500. Versions in ex- 
cess of 1000 nodes are available by spe- 
cial request. 


According to Fred Clark, president of 
Clark Development, “Our tremendous 
increase in sales volume now enables us 
to offer our customers more value for 
their money while at the same time 
greatly simplifying their upgrade mi- 
gration to expanded node versions of 
our software.” 


Eight lines, 
one computer... 


problem. 


RG Ea ELS AZ ER The new ‘Intelligent Multi-Port’ 


version of WILDCAT! is a special release designed for BBS installa- 
tions requiring up to 8 incoming lines on a single PC, with or without 
LAN connectivity. Multiple PCs of 8 lines each can be connected ina 
LAN setting, up tothe maximum of 250nodes. WILDCAT! ‘IM’ shares 
all the features and functionality of the rest of the WILDCAT! product 
line, while taking advantage of the most popular intelligent multi-port 
serial cards in the industry, the DigiChannel COM/8i, PC/8e or PC/8i. 


More Than Just 8 Lines The eight-line per PC capabili- 


ties of WILDCAT! IM are just the beginning. Ina LAN setting youcan 
set up multiple 8-line systems combined with local connectivity for all 
your network users. A 16 oreven 32 line BBS now takes only a fraction 
of the space required previously, and adds the convenience of local 
LAN access. 


Wildcat! IM Packages WILDCAT! IM is only avail- 


able in a 250 node configuration, and is priced at $799. A special 
WILDCAT! IM+ package, which includes WILDCAT! IM software, 
DESQview 386/QEMM and a DigiChannel COM/8i serial card and 
cable, is package priced at $1,999. 
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Another breakthrough from 
the programmers at MS! 


SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: 


COMPUTER 
An 80386/33 is the minimum system 
required for operation. As the number of 
BBS lines and line speeds increase, 
faster processing may be needed. An 
80486 system will operate all eight lines at 
full throughput, even with the newest 
high-speed modems. 


MEMORY 
A minimum of 8MB of RAM is required. 
To improve file access speed, additional 
RAM can be utilized for virtual RAM 
drives and disk cache. 


MULTI-PORT BOARD 
The WILDCAT! IM version is specifically 
designed to operate with intelligent serial 
port cards from Digi international, Inc. 
The DigiChannel COM/i, PC/8e or PC/8i 
cards make use of on-board micropro- 
cessor support for communication 
activities. 


MULTI-TASKING 
The multi-tasking chores on a WILDCAT! 
IM installation are handled by DESQview 
386 from Quarterdeck Office Systems. 


See your local software dealer or call MSI 
at 800-999-9619 for product information. 


Mustang Software, Inc. 
P.O, Box 2264 Bakersfield, CA 93303 


Under the new plan, current PCBoard 
customers can upgrade to the new soft- 
ware at no cost if their support is current 
on the Salt Air BBS system. The 
PCBoard DEMO system now supports 
2-nodes and a door program, and up- 
grading to the complete package has 
been simplified. 


In addition to the node count realign- 
ment, the system has added several mi- 
nor feature improvements including a 
“Pacific Rim" version of the software to 
support Asian languages, enhanced 
code operation under OS/2 2.0, resu- 
mable batch transfer file capabilities, 
enhanced network control file, and the 
ability to broadcast information to all 
callers currently online. 


Clark also confided that development of 
the next version 15.0 release is pro- 
gressing extremely well and will have a 
complete new look and feel along with 
many new features requested by users. 


The company also announced a new 
add-on program titled PCBoard MHS 
Gateway allowing the exchange of 
electronic mail between PCBoard BBS 
software and Novell’s Message Han- 
dling System. Novell’s MHS is the un- 
derlying format for virtually all e-mail 
systems that can operate on Novell’s 
Netware local area network. So PCB- 
MHS effectively interfaces PCBoard to 
any Novell electronic mail package. 
PCB-MHS will notify PCBoard users 
of new mail, automatically convert user 
names between the LAN and the BBS, 
include file attachments, effortless re- 
plies, and support for multiple PCBoard 
conferences. Effectively, this allows 
outside callers to dial the PCBoard sys- 
tem and correspond with users on an 
internal office LAN, with PCBoard act- 
ing as a secure channel to prevent ac- 
cess to the LAN itself. 


Developed by Merlin Systems, Inc., the 
new PCB-MHS package is priced at 
$275. Clark Development Company, 
Inc., PO Box 571365, Murray, UT 
84107; (800)356-1686 orders; 
(801)261-1686 voice/technical; 
(801)261-8976 BBS. 
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THE ZyXEL U-1496 
MODEM - AN 
ELECTRONIC SWISS 
ARMY KNIFE FOR 
TECHNOIDS. 


Dr. Shin Chu, a Taiwanese national, 
worked for Bell Laboratories and Bell 
Communications Research from 1981 
to 1987. He returned to Taiwan in 1987 
and with a group of other engineers 
worked on the universal high speed mo- 
dem project. 


The result was a modem he called the 
ZyXEL (pronounced ZIE-SELL). In- 
troduced in August, 1991, itis marketed 
by ZyXEL USA here in the United 
States. This modem is of original design 
and doesn’t use any of the common 
chipsets from Rockwell or AT&T. It 
uses digital signal processors and basi- 
cally an on board computer to perform 
a variety of communication chores. The 
unit first caught our attention nearly a 
year ago but it went through quite a 
shakedown cnuise to work out the firm- 
ware to the point where it really worked 
with the other modems out there and 
implemented all features. 


We recently received both a U-1496 and 
a U-1496E model for evaluation, with 
the latest software and firmware in- 
cluded. This modem was so unusual, 
and the developers making such fantas- 
tic claims regarding features, that we 
almost dreaded opening the box. Evalu- 
ating modems can be a good bit of work, 
and when they are a bit unusual design, 
even more so. There are a lot of ways to 
break a modem. 


But the result in this case was a very 
unusual modem device so loaded with 
features it comprises a virtual treasure 
box of surprises - particularly for the 
technically inclined. This modem does 
EVERYTHING - even some things 
there may not be a need to do. But it is 
a LOT of fun to play with. 


First, the modem comes in several mod- 
els. We looked at the U-1496 and U- 
1496E. Additionally, there is an internal 
circuit card model and a rack mount 
model. In function, generally the U- 
1496 and U-1496E are similar - with 
different display functions. The E 
model is loaded with LED status indica- 
tors - actually a full dozen of them. The 
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U-1496 model has but six LEDs, but it 
does have a two-line, 20-character LCD 
display. There are a few slightly en- 
hanced functions in the U-1496 model 
as well, but none too significant. The 
main difference is a more elegant case 
for the U-1496, this display, and four 
menu buttons on the front panel. 


We fell head over heals in love with the 
U-1496 and this two line LCD display 
is the biggest part of why. The modem 
prints status messages out on this dis- 
play in vast and profuse quantity. Oddly, 
we found them actually pretty under- 
standable - and useful. The top line of 
the display normally displays messages 
about the connection. It shows that it is 
dialing, what number it is dialing, that it 
is handshaking, and what link it con- 
nects with. More than any modem 
we’ ve seen, this one adjusts its data rate 
both up and down quite freely to adjust 
to changing line conditions. 


The basics you might expect were a 
14.4kbps V.32bis modulation ability, 
with V.42/42bis and MNP 5 error cor- 
rection and compression. But like the 
new U.S. Robotics models, the modem 
also features a special proprietary 
16.8kbps mode, and the company 
claims a 19.2kbps mode will be re- 
leased in firmware upgrade within a few 
months. 


The bottom line of the display indicates 
the actual data throughput - transmitted 
data on the left and received data on the 
right - in bits per second. These are 
instantaneous values, but we measured 
throughput on large file downloads with 
a stopwatch and found the indicated 
values unchallengeable with regards to 
accuracy. 


A series of four buttons on the front 
panel actually lets you program this mo- 
dem to do anything you can do with an 
AT command set. But the left and right 
buttons let you cycle to OTHER infor- 
mation displays while the modem is 
operating. The second screen, again two 
lines, is even more informative. It lists 
SN and a numeric value for example. 
This ts the signal-to-noise ratio experi- 
enced on the line, expressed in decibels 
- typically 26 to 27 dB. Naturally, the 
higher the ratio of signal to background 
noise, the better. Next to the SN indica- 
tion is an RX indication listing received 
signal strength in dB - typically -25 
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BULLETIN BOARD OPERATOR DISCOUNT PROGRAMS 
V.32 and V.32bis Modems 


VENDOR MODEL 


ATI Technologies ATI V.32 
Cardinal Technologies 
Computer Peripherals 
Galaxy Networks 
GVC Technologies 
GVC Technologies 
Hayes Microcomputer 
Hayes Microcomputer 
Hayes Microcomputer 


Intel Corporation 
Intel Corporation 
Multi-Tech Systems 
Multi-Tech Systems 
Practical Peripherals 
Supra Corporation 
Supra Corporation 
Telebit Corporation 
U.S. Robotics 
Ven-Tel 

ZyXEL 

ZyXEL 


EC96 V.32 


dBm. The display indicates Phase Jit- 
ter (PJ) in degrees to a tenth of a degree, 
and the Frequency Offset (FO) to the 
tenth of a Hertz. 


The third display screen actually indi- 
cates how many retrains were requested 
and granted during the session, and the 
Round Trip Echo Delay characters ex- 
perienced in their trip down the wire. 
Changing between these three diagnos- 
tic displays is as easy as reaching up and 
pressing an arrow key. 


You can actually order this modem with 
X and Y axis outputs to connect to an 
oscilloscope to actually watch cats-eye 
or constellation diagrams on an oscillo- 
scope screen. 


Most online aficionados don’t need and 
won’t understand this information - al] 
true. But we ate it up and any of the 
engineering types still lurking online 
will too. This modem is virtually a tele- 
phone line test set. You can tell more 
about what is going on with your call, or 
with a call INTO your BBS, with this 
device than any modem we’ve ever 
played with. Within two days of having 
it out of the box, no one here wanted to 
address line condition problems or trou- 
bleshoot caller difficulties without first 


9600V42 V.32 

Viva 9624e V.32 

UFO V.32bis 
FM-9696/144V V.32bis 
SM-96V V.32 

Ultra 144 V.32bis 
Optima 144+Fax 

ISDN System Adapter 
Image Communications Twincomm 9600 V.32 
14.4EX V.32bis 
9600EX V.32 
MT932BA V.32 
MT1432BA V.32bis 
PM14400FXSA V.32bis 
SupraFAX V.32bis 
SupraFAX V.32 

T3000 V.32bis 
HST/DS V.32bis 


U-1496 V.32bis 
U-1496E V.32bis 


LIST SYSOP 


$699 
$699 
$349 
$999 
$689 
$599 
$1199 
$499 
$1599 
$299 
$549 
$599 
$869 
$899 
$549 
$399 
$299 
$949 
$1295 
$699 
$650 


$350 
$269 
$249 
$299 
$413 
$329 
$599 
$299 
$799 
$279 
$269 
$299 
$435 
$450 
$250 
$249 
$199 
$399 
$449 
$439 
$450 
$299 


BBS 


416-756-4591 
717-293-3074 
805-499-9646 
None 

201-579-2380 
201-579-2380 
404-446-6336 
404-446-6336 
404-446-6336 
None 

503-645-6275 
503-645-6275 
612-785-9875 
612-785-9875 
805-496-4445 
503-967-2444 
503-967-2444 
None 

708-982-5092 
408-922-0988 
714-693-0762 
714-693-0762 


VOICE 


416-756-0718 
717-293-3000 
805-499-5751 
818-998-7851 
201-579-3630 
201-579-3630 
404-840-9200 
404-840-9200 
404-840-9200 
201-935-8880 
503-629-7000 
503-629-7000 
612-785-3500 
612-785-3500 
818-706-0333 
503-967-2400 
503-967-2400 
408-734-4333 
708-982-5010 
408-436-7400 
714-693-0804 
714-693-0804 


FAX 


None 

None 
805-498-8306 
818-998-1758 
201-579-2702 
201-579-2702 
404-449-0087 
404-449-0087 
404-449-0087 
201-935-6548 
503-228-9707 
503-228-9707 
612-785-9874 
612-785-9874 
818-706-2474 
503-967-2401 
503-967-2401 
408-734-3333 
None 
408-436-7451 
714-693-0705 
714-693-0705 


$469 


plugging the ZyXEL in to see what was 
REALLY happening. There have very 
nearly been fist fights at Boardwatch 
over who gets to use this modem. 


The quality of connection to a variety of 
other modem brands in various parts of 
the country was flawless. On really 
noisy lines, it drops down to 9600, or 
7200, but it keeps on trying to sneak 
back up to the higher speeds whenever 
conditions allow. It may be that other 
modems are equally aggressive in try- 
ing to get maximum speed from a line, 
but the ZyXEL makes the effort visible 
through the LCD display. We never saw 
noise on the screen. The connection ap- 
pears flawless. 


So the ZyXEL really does do a fantastic 
job of transmitting data, and it shows 
you what it is doing via the LCD all the 
time in real time. That would be enough 
for us to love this box. But it hardly 
scratches the surface of what they’ ve 
put in this box. A few of the high points: 


FAX. Both modems feature a facsimile 
function, It actually operates at up to 
14.4kbps in fax mode and honors all 
Class 2 fax functions. We plugged it 
into a system that had been using Del- 
rina’s Winfax Pro software under win- 
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dows. We like this package, but it can 
be a bit touchy about setup with most 
modems. We’ll never know with the 
ZyXEL. We didn’t have to set it up. The 
software and modem held a brief con- 
versation and it has worked flawlessly 
ever since. We can fax graphics, text, 
anything under any Windows program, 
without giving it another thought. 


But the modem did come with a diskette 
of software, and we felt honor bound to 
at least list the directory once. It was full 
of setup files for various software pro- 
grams, and a program titled ZFAX. 
ZFAX does a number of things, includ- 
ing fax things. Among the files was a 
program titled SFAX.EXE. Ona guess, 
we entered SFAX READ.ME 986- 
8754. The modem actually faxed a 
standard ASCII text readme file from 
the diskette to our fax machine 
flawlessly and with no apparent time to 
convert the ASCII text to any graphics 
format. It just sent it. It would be trivial 
to set this up on one node of a BBS, and 
when it wasn’t servicing data calls, have 
it faxing plain ASCII text messages to 
fax machines per caller direction. 


The modem can also automatically de- 
tect whether an incoming call is fax or 
data, and the documentation describes 


setup functions for Wildcat! BBS sys- 
tems, for example, to allow it to actually 
RECEIVE faxes or connect to the BBS 
depending solely on the type of call. It 
can also work in similar fashion with an 
external fax machine. 


DISTINCTIVE RINGING 
Additionally, and by that we mean not 
only, but also again differently, the mo- 
dem actually has firmware to detect dis- 
tinctive ringing patterns on incoming 
lines. Most telephone companies now 
offer a product often referred to as dis- 
tinctive ringing. Each teleco titles the 
service somewhat differently: US West 
- Custom Ringing; Pacific Bell - Inter- 
com Plus; Bell South - Ring Master; 
Nynex - Ring Mate; Southwestem Bell 
- Personalized Ringing; Ameritech - 
Call Identification Service; Bell At- 
lantic - IdentaRing; and GTE - Smart 
Ring. The primary market for this 
seems to be families living under the 
terrorism of resident adolescence. The 
product gives you a second telephone 
number which makes the telephone ring 
distinctively with a double "ring-ring” 
as opposed to the normal "ring" sound. 
Callers dialing the normal telephone 
number cause it to ring normally. Call- 
ers dialing the alternate telephone num- 
ber cause the double ring. You can even 
have a third number that causes yet a 
third distinctive ring pattern. In this 
way, the teen telephone terror can give 
their fnends the alternate number and 
when the phone rings, everyone will 
know to whom the incoming call is ul- 
timately destined. On a single line, dif- 
ferent telephone numbers caused dis- 
tinctly different ringing patterns. 


The distinctive ringing feature is usu- 
ally priced at $4-$9 per month - sub- 
stantially cheaper than a second tele- 
phone line. And this function can be 
turned to excellent advantage for 
voice/data/fax applications. We’ve 
written in the past about distinctive ring 
detectors that route calls to different 
devices based on the type of ring re- 
ceived. With the ZyXEL, you don’t 
need the devices. It can be programmed 
with a simple AT command to answer 
either normal nnging pattems, or any of 
the three other distinctive rings offered 
by telephone companies. In this way, 
you can have one number fora BBS and 
another for voice or fax use - on the 
same line. If callers dial the data num- 
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ber, the ZyXEL answers. If they dial the 
other number, it won’t and you can an- 
swer the call yourself by voice. 


CALLER ID 

Again, an advanced telephone service 
offered in some areas. This incoming 
caller ID function causes the callers 
name and telephone number to be trans- 
mitted between rings in data format be- 
fore you answer the call. The ZyXEL 
will capture and display this informa- 
tion on the LCD and pass it to your 
software program through the serial 
port if you so specify. You don’t need 
caller ID display units when you use 
this modem. 


SECURITY CALL BACK. 

The security options on this modem are 
just amazing. For BBS use, we don’t 
like the cal! back verifier programs. But 
for certain private or company applica- 
tions, security can be a big concern. The 
ZyXEL has five different security op- 
tions. 


Simple passwording is the most basic. 
When a caller dials in, the MODEM 
actually prompts them for a password 
and allows three attempts before hang- 
ing up. Up to ten passwords can be 
defined in the modem’s memory. There 
are actually two versions of this feature. 
One will work with ANY in dialing 
modem. The other works only with 
other ZyXEL modems. Between two 
ZyXEL modems, the passwords can be 
programmed on both ends and the mo- 
dems do the passwording between them 
without any caller action at all. Calls 
from other modem brands require the 
caller to manually enter the password to 
gain access. 


These two modes can also be combined 
with callback verification. The ZyXEL 
actually has TWO internal password ta- 
bles, one with the ten passwords, and 
the other with ten associated dial back 
numbers. With call back verification, 
the caller dials in, and enters his pass- 
word. If the password is valid, the 
ZyXEL hangs up, looks up the associ- 
ated dial back telephone number inter- 
nally, and then places a call back to that 
number to initiate the session. 


Finally, there is a security mode where 
the caller is prompted for a password. If 
they enter one of the ten passwords in 
memory, they are then prompted for a 
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dialback number, and they can manu- 
ally enter the telephone number they 
want to be dialed at. 


The result is a very flexible, powerful, 
and totally secure suite of security op- 
tions. Security modems used to carry 
quite a price premium. The ZyXEL 
comes with. 


VOICE MAIL 

This modem began to look almost 
spooky the more we looked at it. We 
found a text file describing a voice func- 
tion not documented in the book we 
received with the modem. Basically, 
you can record voice messages to your 
hard disk with this modem and some 
supplied software. Simply plug a tele- 
phone handset into the dial-in line RJ- 
11 jack and enter a few commands, and 
the modem records voice to a file on 
your hard drive. It offers THREE differ- 
ent compression methods (two on the 
1496E model) and we found all of them 
produced clearly understandable voice. 
Even with compression, the files get a 
bit largish - about 60KB for a five sec- 
ond recording. 


But the voice functions are fairly flex- 
ible. We found we could enter com- 
mands and have the modem dial a tele- 
phone number and actually DELIVER 
a voice message. With this, you could 
easily setup your computer to deliver a 
wakeup call at a certain time, call you if 
you got a message from a particular 
person, etc. 


The system can also record voice mes- 
sages from callers. It can answer the 
telephone and deliver a voice message. 
It could even DECODE TOUCH 
TONE RESPONSES and switch to fax, 
data, or voice mode based on what key 
on the touchtone pad the caller pressed! 
You could design an entire audio bulle- 
tin board based on recorded files and 
touch tone operation with this modem 
and a terminal script. 


This box serves superbly as a top qual- 
ity modem. But it works even better as 
a toy for technoids. We can’t stop fool- 
ing with it and at one point, Gary Funk 
was down to typing things like "get tea" 
and "turn on lights" at the terminal just 
to see if we were missing anything. 
ZyXEL offers a FIVE YEAR warranty 
on these modems and a very attractive 
system operator discount. The list price 
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BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE is pleased to announce the addition of the 
NEWSBYTES NEWS NETWORK to our stable of text publications 
distributed to hundreds of bulletin boards and online systems worldwide. 


mN 
jn 
Known the world over as the pioneers of Electronic Publishing, 
N b Newsbytes Magazine has established, and maintained, a reputation 
Cws ytes for bringing current news of the personal computer industry to over 
N Network 4.5 million online readers...ON TIME! 
Cws etwor A team of 19 reporters contribute news and articles from Bureaus 
ee around the world. From San Francisco, Los Angeles, Denver, 
Washington D.C., Atlanta To Brussels, Moscow, Hongkong 
and Sydney Australia Updated each Wednesday and Friday. 


EASY TO DISPLAY - EASY TO READ.... 


Each file contains eight component files with permanent file names and each component 
file contains several stories of that topic. With each edition you can download 
the .ZIP file, UNZIP it over the current files to update your sysfem. 


FEATURES... 
MM GENERAL.TXT General Computing News Me OUNIX.TXT Unix News and Events 
MMB TELECOM.TXT Telecommunications/Online Mi BUSINESS.TXT Business Computing 
News and Developments Applications and News 
i IBM TXT IBM Specific News Mm TRENDS.TXT Computer Industry 
Mm APPLE.TXT Apple Computer/Macintosh News Trends and Developments 
and Events Hl =GOVT.TXT Computer Use in Government 


FREE PREVIEW....NO OBLIGATION! 


You may dial our system at (803)973-4222 and view Newsbytes 
online at no charge and no obligation. 


prices beginning at $25 per month. 
Closing New York Stock Exchange Quotes 


Over 5700 Closing Stock Quotes From The 
New York Stock Exchange, The American 
Stock Exchange and NASDAQ Indexes 


are included. 
Only $30 per Month 


To Subscribe call Gary Funk at BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE (303)973-6038 VOICE 
To See These Services in Action, Call our BOARDWATCH Online Information Service at: 


(303) 973-4222 (USR HST 16.K Dual Standard V.32bis) 


on the U-1496 is $650 while the U- 
1496E is $469. For qualified BBS op- 
erators, these units are discounted to 
$450 and $299 respectively. 


ZERO ONE NetWorking operates an 
excellent product support BBS at 
(714)693-0762 using Wildcat! soft- 
ware. This system contains dozens of 
setup files for different software pro- 
grams, tips, a PCX file of the U-1496 
circuit board layout, and more. 


To qualify for the BBS operator dis- 
count, you do have to display a notice to 
all callers that your system supports 
ZyXEL modems. The company is spon- 
soring a very unusual contest through 
October 12 where anyone can submit 
an ANSI art screen sysops will be al- 
lowed to use for this purpose. The en- 
tries must be uploaded with a completed 
form (available from the BBS) to the 
support BBS by 3 PM Pacific Time, 
October 12, 1992. But the prizes are 
extremely attractive. The company is 
offering $2500 cash, a ZyXEL U-1496 
modem and Winfax Pro fax software, a 
total $3384 value to the winning entry. 
Second prize of $1500 plus a ZyXEL 
U-1496E model modem and Winfax 
software. Ten runner-ups will receive 
ZyXEL U-1496E modems. Anyone can 
enter, and anyone who does enter can 
take a whopping 40% discount from the 
list price of the modems whether they 
are a sysop or not - limited to one mo- 
dem. This sounds like you can get a 
single U-1496 modem for $390 just by 
submitting an ANSI logon prompt entry 
in the contest. You are not required to 
purchase anything to enter the contest. 


To illustrate the technical elegance of 
this modem, recall our article on the 
Hayes brouhaha over their fixed guard 
time escape sequence under the Heath- 
erington 302 patent. Hayes has li- 
censed numerous modem manufactur- 
ers to use this escape sequence. A few 
have not licensed it and often, their mo- 
dems will escape to command mode 
while transmitting files containing +++ 
escape sequences. Hayes caused some- 
thing of a furor in July by releasing a 
text file that if transmitted by many mo- 
dems that don’t use the guard time es- 
cape sequence technique, would abort 
the transfer and improperly escape to 
command mode. Multitech’s modems 
fail the test rather awkwardly. The 
ZyXEL modem does NOT license the 
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ZyXEL U-1496 and U-1496E Modems 


Hayes escape sequence. According to 
Gordon Yang, they use a proprietary 
variable sampling algorithm that does 
the job at least as well. We tried the 
ZyXEL on the Hayes test file - and sure 
enough, it worked like achamp. ZyXEL 
appears to have engineered a way 
around the escape sequence contro- 
versy. Yang indicates that they could 
conceivably publish the algorithm. If 
they did, this would take some serious 
steam out of the Hayes licensing pro- 
gram. 


Bottom line, this ZyXEL modem is one 
of the best we’ve ever used. Our highest 
recommendation. ZERO ONE Net- 
Working, 4920 East La Palma Ave., 
Anaheim, CA 92807; (714)693-0808 
voice; (714)693-0705 fax; (714)693- 
0762 BBS. 


NEWSLETTER 
ADDRESSES MAKING 
MONEY WITH YOUR 
MODEM 


Alan Bechtold, founder of BBS Press 
Service and previously publisher of the 
online electronic weekly INFOMAT, 
has announced publication of a new 
monthly industry newsletter aimed at 
the growing BBS industry. MONEY 
WITH YOUR MODEM, an 8-page 
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monthly newsletter will provide in- 
structions on setting up a BBS for profit. 
MONEY WITH YOUR MODEM is 
available at a charter subscription rate 
of $99 per year. The offer includes an 
unconditional 30-day money-back 
guarantee. BBS Press Service, 8125 
SW 2Ist Street, Topeka, KS 66615; 
(913)478-3157 voice; (913)478-9239 
data. 


COCONUT ANNOUNCES 
COCONET 4.0 FOR 
COHERENT 


Coconut Computing, Inc. has an- 
nounced at ONE BBSCON support for 
COHERENT, a $99 operating system 
patterned after UNIX, to its upcoming 
release of COCONET Version 4.0. 
The Mark Williams Company, makers 
of COHERENT, recently released a 
powerful 32-bit version of COHER- 
ENT making such support possible. 


According to Brian L. Dear, president 
and CEO of Coconut Computing, Inc., 
"It’s a perfect match. By supporting 
COHERENT, we are able to offer our 
product to a much wider market. CO- 
HERENT is the bargain of the decade, 
and we applaud Mark Williams Com- 
pany for adding the 32-bit power while 
maintaining an affordable price." 


COCONET is Coconut’s multi-user, 
graphics-based conferencing and bulle- 
tin board system software for running 
online information services on 386 or 
486 based PC’s. COCONET is de- 
signed for systems requiring heavy use 
of artwork, illustrations, logos, and 
graphics online. The graphics are ren- 
dered on the COCONET Access Pro- 
gram running on each user’s PC. 


The price of COCONET has also been 
revised to $395 for a 2-user version, 
$495 for a 4-user version, $695 for 8 
users, $995 for 16 users, $1395 for 32 
users, $1895 for 64 users, and $2495 for 
unlimited users. 


The company also announced an add- 
on product titled CocoMedia Version 
1.0 with two modules, one for graphics 
and one for audio. The graphics module 
adds support for the JPEG (Joint Photo- 
graphic Experts Group) compressed 
images. JPEG is increasingly winning 
wide-spread industry support as a digi- 
tal image compression technology 
across most computer platforms. The 
audio module allows the host program 
to send audio files to callers equipped 
with the Sound Blaster line of PC audio 
boards from Creative Labs, Inc. Co- 
coMedia 1.0 is priced at $195. Coconut 
Computing, Inc., 7946 Ivanhoe Ave., 
Suite 303, La Jolla, CA 92037; 
(619)456-2002 voice, (619)456-0815 
BBS 


SOFTWARE NOTES 


MAILING LABELS - FIRST 
CLASS 


by Thom Foulks 

This is a Runtime Review of MyAd- 
vancedLabelDesigner for Windows 
from MySoftware Co. 


Every BBS SysOp trying to nourish and 
build a user base eventually resorts to -- 
perish the thought -- direct mail, and a 
need for a mailing list. Maybe just to 
send a Christmas Card to online-absen- 
tees, or more seriously to dun delin- 
quent subscribers. 
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That’s why we call to your attention, 
MyAdvancedLabelDesigner. Immedi- 
ately, let’s eliminate formalities, and 
call it MALD. It is MySoftware Co.’s 
strongest entry yet into the Windows 
software marketplace and thankfully 
(whew!), they didn’t try to insert Win- 
dows into the name as well. (Maybe 
that’s because there’s also a version 
available for the Macintosh). 


This reviewer considers himself highly 
skilled at WordPerfect, Word for Win- 
dows and even an ancient version of 
WordStar. But I’ve yet to see one of the 
word processors that can combine ad- 
dressee data, imported graphics, custo- 
mizable label layout tools, with selec- 
tive addressee printouts, into the same 
intuitive function. That’s what MALD 
does. 


It can import any comma-delimited file 
for address data, and the label layout 
can include scalable graphics from the 
most common DOS and Mac graphics 
formats. The layout power on a given 
label design is almost too inviting -- 
MALLD leaves you tinkering, instead of 
getting on with the printout. 


Anecdote: While I was testing various 
MALD capabilities, a fellow computer 
consultant visited -- long enough to 
spend about five minutes looking over 
my shoulder. He asked to borrow my 
phone, dialed MySoftware’s 800 num- 
ber, and ordered his own copy. (And he 
cut his computing eye teeth on FOR- 
TRAN...) 


MALD gives you full visual control 
over the layout of your labels. That in- 
cludes about every category of label 
known to man, from standard mailing 
label designs to audio (or video) cas- 
sette labels to name tags for your next 
political rally. More than 100 menu-se- 
lectable label designs are built-in, and 
any can be customized almost infinitely. 


All popular database management sys- 
tems produce comma-delimited ASCII 
files, and MALD gulps them in with 
intuitive pre-positioning of the data 
fields. So the data came in last-name- 
first? -- OK, a couple of mouse click- 
and-drags and the fields are moved 
around on your design so the printout is 
first-name, first. No visually-absurd 
wide spacing between the first and last 
names, either -- click on the “pack” op- 
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tion, and MALD compresses the output 
into one-space-separated addressees. 
And, an "overflow" check routine tells 
you before print time if a given name 
will not fit in its allotted space. 


Of course, you CAN type in the mailing 
list -- and THEN export it, comma-de- 
limited to whatever database sys- 
tem...ready for integrated use. 


The REAL fun of using MALD is with 
the basic design of the label. It imports 
and scales graphics from several stand- 
ard DOS-Windows formats including 
.PXC, .WFM, .EPS, -PS, and .GIF; and 
can easily handle 2-3 logos on the same 
label design. (Some 50 clip art images 
ship with the product.) 


MySoftware brags that MALD supports 
color printers (for mailing labels?) but 
my tests were more prosaic. Tested on 
both a dot-matrix and HP LaserJet I 
compatible, MALD performed 
flawlessly (on two-across mailing la- 
bels, audio My testing did turn up an 
obscure bug -- when exporting data, 
MALD gets confused on a no-data field 
in a given record, and replicates the data 
from the preceding record. (dBASE II 
had a propensity for the same kind of 
bug.) 


I can’t find the manual that I THINK 
came with MALD. As with most newer 
Windows products, flipping pages in a 
manual simply can’t match key-click- 
ing for online help. The help files seem 
amply adequate; but this is a smart, sin- 
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Are You Losing Time 
Setting Up Your Business 
On-Line Information System? 
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SYSTEM SUPPORT/CUSTOM PROGRAMMING 


There's a lot available for the TBBS/TDBS System Operator, as well as for anyone interested in an Information System (BBS). If you want 
to learn more about TBBS/TDBS just call our system and look through our Demonstration and Sales Area and register as a customer. 
GW Associates offers full support to all System Operators and we have several excellent programmers available to help with your 
applications and customizing. Please call our system at (508) 429-8385 (N,8,1) and keep up with our new releases or call us on our voice 
line at (508) 429-6227 if we can help you in any way. Installing and remotely supporting commercial systems is our ONLY business! 


TBBS/TDBS SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT SOFTWARE 


String! 
String! the ultimate in user reminder programs. With STRING you can enter reminders anytime for display ata later date, and forget them. 
You can enter up to four lines of text, or call a file to be displayed (ANSI and ASCII). You can use STRING to notify users when their 


subscription is about to expire. And users can enter their own reminders. When you purchase String! for only $69.95 you can also purchase 
it’s companion, Header!, for only $20. 


The STATistics Series 


All SysOps want to know as much as possible about their systems and the STAT series is designed to report everything you want to know 
about your TBBS system and user activities. TSTAT analyzes your dayfile data, USTAT analyzes your user activities, FSTAT tracks upload 
and download statistics and MSTAT works with TIMS to analyze mailer activity. Each STAT module is $39.95, package pricing applies 
on more than one module. (And look for TBILL, the most comprehensive TBBS billing utility available.) 


ProMenu 


If you are tired of working with cumbersome ANSI editors when creating new menus for your TBBS system (or ANY system that can 
display a file as a menu) then you need to look at ProMenu. It will not only make the creation of ANSI menus easy, it will save you countless 
hours when editing the menus created. And with well over 100 ANSI templates already available there are thousands of possible menu 
backgrounds! This stand-alone product is well worth trying, a fully operational 10-day demo is available for download on request. 
The program, with limited templates, lists at $59.95. With the full template package, $89.95. 


Stellar Wars 


An interactive space game for TBBS/TDBS systems, SW offers TRUE multi-line combat. You can maneuver your ship, fire on the enemy 
and destroy same. It features complete planet environments, you can pilot your ship from star system to system, select where you want 
to land, trade, drop by your local space port to gamble or purchase fuel as well as better weapons and ship equipment! One of the best 
new multi-player games available, priced at $129.95. 


GO-2 


Soon you will be able to use multi-key menu entries on your TBBS/TDBS system! No longer will users be limited to single key choices from 
a menu, with GO-2 users can enter true commands like “Download Files”, “Play Blackjack”, ‘Jump to Chat”, “Help”, “GOTO Tech 
Support’, etc. This program is being designed to be the most simple user interface possible, and simple for the SysOp also! We hope to 
release GO-2 in early August. 


Call our Sales and Support BBS for full demonstrations on over 100 TBBS/TDBS add-on application, entertainment and utility programs 


GW Associates Voice Phone (508) 429-6227 
P.O. Box 6606 Data Line (508) 429-8385 


Holliston, MA 01746 Fax Line (508) 429-6227 


GW Associates 


The Only Choice 
» In Telecommunications 


GW Associates was formed several years ago to promote and 
support the growing need for Information Management systems 
(BBS). Our goal has always been to make communications 
easier. We've always had the opinion that many seem to work 
very hard to make 'telecommunications” some kind of mystery, 
» a gray area where common man should never wander. And it 
really can be made simple. We'll be happy to show you how! 


Muti-User Environments mi % 
Our ONLY business is telecommunications. We install commercial Connectivity 


information management systems, we install telecommunications 

networks linking offices across the country using personal computers 
and inexpensive automated software. And we sell everything from 
single line TBBS software to 64 line “plug and play” packages. 


Cost Effective 

We remotely maintain commercial BBS systems. It’s a good bet that 
you have never hired an employee to be a System Operator. And 
any time that an employee spends in the design and maintenance of 
a system is taking time away from the work that employee was hired 
to do! What happens when the employee is promoted, transfers or 
resigns? Can you afford to hire and train, or take another employee 
away from assigned tasks? We can support your TBBS system 
remotely at what might be a lower cost than what you will pay 


for an employee benefits package, and we won’t demand paid 
Boiss Cay Across the Room or Around the World 


Dedicated Support 
GW Associates has from one to five employees, depending on need. It is set up to make the best use of available 
expertise, and because our business is fully dedicated to telecommunications we make good use of that technology. 
We work with programmers with various levels of expertise and various capabilities and do our best to match the 
requirements of our customers with the people who can best fill those requirements. 


Call Today For More Information 
If there’s anything we can do to help you make better use of any communications tool, please ask. If you’re not 
sure if you really have a need for a system and want to know more, please ask. We’re here to help in any way we 
can. We hope you'll give us the opportunity to help. If you need information on prices or just need information 
on communications, don’t hesitate to ask for help. We enjoy what we do and we'll enjoy discussing your 
applications and needs. 


Voice Phone (508) 429-6227 Data Line (508) 429-8385 


© 1992 GW Associates TBBS/TDBS/TIMS are trademarks of eSoft Incorporated Design & Layout by AQUILA BBS voice (708) 820-0480 


gle-purpose product -- it is intuitive to 
use. It may seem silly to exit a high- 
powered word processor to MALD, just 
to produce labels for a bulk mailing. It 
will only seem silly once. 


Requires: IBM AT, PS/2, 286 (and up) 
or compatible, Windows 3.x, 1MB 
memory minimum (2 MB recom- 
mended). Output to dot matrix, laser or 
color printers. 


Suggested Retail Price: $59.95. Less at 
software discounters, who are likely to 
be office equipment superstores. 


Order info: MySoftware Co., 1259 El 
Camino Real, Suite 167, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025. Tel: (Orders 800-325-3508 
exc. CA 415-325-9383, Fax 415-325- 
0873, Support 415-325-9372) 


[Thom Foulks has served as a computer 
consultant, founding host of Computing 
Success! radio show, and columanist. 
Foulks also wrote his own Message 
Hub BBS software package and oper- 
ates the Cache la Byte Hub BBS at 
(719)528-8545. - Ed] 


LEGALLY ONLINE 


A PICTURE IS ONLY 
WORTH 1,000 WORDS, 
BUT A DIRTY PICTURE 
CAN BRING INA 
FORTUNE 


by Lance Rose 

At the ONE BBS CON last August in 
Denver, a good many people singled me 
out as a lawyer and prodded me with a 
variety of BBS legal questions. The 
most popular subject, by a wide gap, 
was whether it is legal for BBS’ to han- 
dle so-called "adult" materials in the 
form of image files, animations and text 
files. The attitudes of the questioners 
were fairly consistent: they carried 
adult materials on their BBS’ and 
planned to continue doing so. They 
wanted a magic formula, a rule of 
thumb, to help them feel a little more 
secure against the possibility of being 
busted by the vice squad. Oh, and their 
BBS’ were pumping out good money - 
ranging from very good money to ex- 
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tremely good money - from their adult 
file activities. With business so good, 
who would dream of stopping? 


Over and over, I explained that although 
we have Ist Amendment protection for 
texts and files on bulletin boards, the 
Supreme Court decided this protection 
does not apply to obscene materials, at 
least when they’re knowingly distrib- 
uted. Therefore, BBS’ carrying hard- 
core sexual materials are at some risk of 
being raided and shut down at any time. 
Many of the questioners did not want to 
hear this. After all, making money is its 
own justification, and some of these 
people were making a living and even 
supporting families from the adult BBS 
business. Besides, they said over and 
over, they had not heard even a peep 
from the police - so it must be okay! 
What had me stumped was how these 
people could see the screen displays of 
their BBS computer systems with their 
heads in the sand. 


My first day back from the convention, 
I learned that a television newscast in 
the New York City area. had told the 
story of a boy of about 13 who’ appar- 
ently had downloaded a number of por- 
nographic images from various BBS’ 
and stored them on his hard disk - the 
modern equivalent of hiding dirty 
magazines under the bed. Coming clean 
with his mother and the news reporters, 
the boy told how he had been able to 
gain entry into the BBS’ without much 
difficulty despite his tender age, and 
then downloaded bunches of racy files. 
The news report showed examples of 
the pictures in question, artfully block- 
ing out just enough of the juicy portions 
to avoid its own obscenity problems 
while maximizing audience titillation. 
It closed with the ominous statement 
that government investigations into the 
problem were starting up. 


All this interest in BBS pornography 
prompted me to get in touch with Nick 
DeWolf, who runs the NixPix BBS in 
Colorado. He had promised me at ONE 
BBS that he could tell me horror stories 
about the problems other adult BBS’ 
were facing. He came up with a couple 
of good ones (these stories are based on 
Nick’s’ account, and were not inde- 
pendently verified). 
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First was the story of the Amateur Ac- 
tion BBS in Palo Alto, CA, which has 
already received some airing on the 
computer networks. The sysop makes 
available collector’s images of nude 
girls and sexual materials dating back to 
at least the 1940’s. Many of the women 
in these pictures were girlish looking, 
apparently conforming to the sysop’s 
tastes in such things. A member of the 
religious right had a look at these pic- 
tures, and reported to the police that the 
BBS was involved in child pornogra- 
phy. 


The police raided the home of the Ama- 
teur Action sysop and hauled out all the 
computer equipment they could find, 
including his kids’ video games. In the 
meantime, the sysop contacted the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation, and 
with their assistance came up with a 
powerful legal weapon against the po- 
lice raiders. He pointed out that the BBS 
contained the private electronic mail of 
hundreds of callers, and that the police 
department was potentially liable for 
big legal damages for failing to get the 
proper warrant for the seizure of such 
materials. Shortly afterward, the BBS 
equipment and files were returned, with 
the police conclusion that nothing ille- 
gal had been found. In this case, at least, 
the sysop survived the raid, though re- 
portedly he suffered a great loss of busi- 
ness and money. 


The other story, an eerie one, involves a 
BBS in the Southeast U.S. This BBS 
carried pornographic images and text 
files. Again, some people of fundamen- 
talist leanings found out about the BBS’ 
contents, and tried to shut it down. First, 
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they tried obvious means, such as con- 
tacting the police and the FCC, but they 
would not take action against the BBS. 
Then the crusaders got creative, and 
contacted some government agency 
concemed with family and health mat- 
ters. They obtained some kind of order 
from this agency directing the BBS 
sysops, a married couple, to shut down 
their BBS or face being judged unfit 
parents and having their children taken 
away! The BBS went down, at least 
temporarily, but at last report the sysops 
are fighting tooth and nail to keep their 
BBS going without being censored, and 
without losing their kids. 


The teller of the stories, Nick DeWolf, 
feels great sympathies for the plights of 
these sysops. He is in the same business, 
and believes that BBS operators should 
have the right to maintain sexually ori- 
ented files. After all, people are very 
interested in this material - so why 
should it be illegal to give them what 
they want? For Nick there’s a matter of 
principle at stake - a principle very simi- 
lar, in fact, to the 1st Amendment. 


Booen gram that is used to call the BBS and 
An siahetelidl interface incl 


alts ER une viewing of 
d images and reconverts .FIF 


But Nick knows the Ist Amendment is 
not officially recognized to apply to ob- 
scenity. He’s further convinced that 
many of the government agents across 
the country are on a mission to shut 
down adult BBSs’, with extreme vio- 
lence to people’s Constitutional protec- 
tions against search and seizure if nec- 
essary. Their latest tactic to fan the fires 
of intolerance, he says, is the "kiddie 
pom" angle, a real political hot button 
in our country today. Show that a BBS 
arguably is distributing child pornogra- 
phy, and it will be shut down faster than 
you can blink, procedural niceties aside. 
For his own protection, Nick recently 
toned down the material on his own 
BBS a notch or two. Now, he says, the 
sexual materials on his BBS are no 
more hard core than what’s available in 
the local video store in his neighbor- 
hood. For example, and without getting 
into any graphic details, he will now 
allow no pictures of “fisting” on his 
BBS. He only carries pictures of the 
kinds of sexual activities that take place 
in the majority of people’s homes in this 
country. Nick also wants to point out 
that there are other NixPix BBS’ in this 
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country and abroad run by other sysops, 
and that they may have different stand- 
ards for the materials on their BBS’. 


All this talk of porn BBS’ brings to 
mind a related popular theme - the sto- 
ries about pedgphiles using BBS’ to se- 
duce and arrange illegitimate contacts 
with children. I’m vaguely aware of two 
incidents of this sort, one in the North- 
east U.S., and one on the West Coast. 
These incidents are not documented in 
easily accessible form, and they are 
hardly the makings of a fad. 


Yet law enforcement agents around the 
country are peculiarly attuned to these 
activities. Some have, in their own 
minds, blown the connection between 
BBS’ and pedophilia way out of propor- 
tion. They seem to think that deterring 
pedophilia is a major objective in any 
comprehensive police agenda regarding 
BBS’. This approach fits in well with 
the older concept of a BBS as a dark 
little switchboard where sneaky misfits 
can hatch all manner of secret and illicit 
schemes. But stepping back to reality, 
this official fixation with pedophilia on 
BBS’ is a hysteria-inducing belief that 


TUILA BBS 


Chicagoland's Largest System 
Since 1988 | 


° ihe 
Aquila has filled the computer screens of Chicagoland for over three years, we! 
growing from a single modem line system in 1988 to over 25 lines in 1992. hee 
Aquila's success over the years is due to the enthusiastic support of our users. eet || 
New callers are encouraged to download our current file list and electronic mail = 
conference listing. A short guided tour highlighting our system services is also 
available for new users. All of our information is automatically mailed to you to “= 
read in the comfort of your home or office. So pick up your modem and give us oo"! 
a call! You will find Aquila BBS to be the most valuable bulletin board in your Bp He 
dialer. ; 


* 
; 


Pro grams. -.Thousands.On-Line. 


Give your modem a workout! We add new shareware and public domain 
programs everyday. Over 400 programs are added weekly. With more than 5 
Gigabytes of on-line storage, we stock over 50 thousand programs. Aquila 
makes it easy to find the programs that are important to you, by organizing them 
into 120+ file directory categories everyday. 


=ae 
” 
. 


~~ 
= 


.We cater to.the Windows. User. 


With Windows becoming the most popular user interface around, we make an 
extra effort to keep you supplied with the latest programs and enhancements by 
devoting a special conference area just for Windows containing 2000+ files 
organized into 40+ file directory categories. 


Our organization and the latest programs make our file areas the most popular 
around, These are just a few of our most popular categories available: 


pos = = : 4 
The AQUILA BBS Team (Left to. right: Kevin & Kristy Behrens, Steve Williams, Chris Babb) 


Diagnostic Utilities Computer Games Business - Finance - Tax Icons - Icon Managers 
System Enhancements Music and Midi Sound Files Novell and Lan Utilities Wallpaper - BMP's 
File Organizers Computer Animations Database Multi-Media Related 
Word Processing CAD Drawing Utilities Programming Fonts - Font Utilities 


N ew_User Information... 


All first time callers receive by mail, our printed 'New User Information’ and ‘E-Mail Conference Directory’ 
guide, as well as a ‘Quick Command Guide' to help you get the most out of Aquila. The new user information 
covers system services such as answers to commonly asked questions, USAToday, Boardwatch Magazine, and 


Electronic Mail off-line readers. The ‘Quick Command Guide' is a desktop lookup for using Aquila commands. 


A quila Starter Kit... 


Callers that are new to modem communications will find The Aquila Starter Kit' a great time-saver. Easy for 
the beginner and helpful for the expert! This $39.95 kit includes the following: 


708-820-8344 7 
New User Information 


Procomm (communications program) Our complete file listing on floppy disk 
Full documentation for all BBS commands Off-Line E-Mail Reader 
Off-line file browsing program Three month basic membership 


1992 
Conference 
Directory 


_A\round The World E-MAIL = 


Over 450 Conference Topics 


We currently echo to and from ILink, RIME, Fido-Net and Throbnet with more to come in the near future. You 
can get virtually any question answered here and join in on lively discussions with people from across the 
country and around the world. We also publish our own ‘E-Mail Directory’ that is sent to all users of Aquila 
BBS. This directory lists all of our conferences by category and gives a brief description of the topic of each one. 
Here is a small sampling of over 450 interesting topics that we offer: . 


General Discussion Vendor Support For-Sale 
Computer Related Programming Languages Current Events 


Call Today ! - Modem - (708) 820-8344 ~- Voice - (708) 820-0480 


only obstructs attempts to educate law 
enforcement agents and others to see 
BBS’ as an important and useful part of 
the community. 


Why do so many BBS’ carry adult ma- 
terials? For one thing, adult BBS’ are 
making money. At this early stage in the 
development of the small commercial 
BBS, sysops are still casting around, 
some desperately, for ways to make 
their BBS’ at least self-supporting. It is 
now widely known that adult materials 
are practically a sure ticket to financial 
success. The BBS entrepreneur then 
only has to decide if running the online 
equivalent of an adult bookstore is the 
business he or she wants to be in. Sup- 
port businesses have already sprung up 
- one now sees advertisements for CD- 
ROMs chock full of self-described X- 
rated image files, so you can instantly 
fill a brand-new BBS with endless titil- 
lation. Many sysops do it according toa 
plan. They will create a user base and 
revenue stream for their BBS business 
with the help of pornographic materials, 
then gradually remove the pornography 
in favor of other kinds of files and ac- 
tivities. 


There are also sysops who want to carry 
adult materials regardless of whether 
they make money from it. Some BBS’ 
carrying sexually oriented files also of- 
fer related services, such as chat and 
posting services specifically geared to- 
ward those with alternative life styles. 
Interestingly, it’s been said that despite 
the availability of realtime features such 
as a live chat service, many callers still 
prefer just to download static image 
files for their own enjoyment. 


Sysops who carry adult materials place 

themselves at some risk of legal action, 
as illustrated by the stories told above. 
Roughly speaking, the more extreme 
the materials, the greater the risk. Much 
of the risk is from concerned parents 
and moral zealots in the BBS’ own local 
community and telephone exchange. 
There is also a more nebulous risk - the 
potential for liability based on permit- 
ting out-of-state callers to the BBS to 
download adult materials. This is of 
special concern where the callers come 
from communities where the local 
standards for obscenity are stricter than 
those in the sysop’s own community. 
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To my knowledge, BBS’ have not yet 
been made subject to out- of-state 
criminal actions for pornography, but it 
is all too easy to imagine. Mail-order 
adult magazine businesses have been 
subjected to out-of-state legal actions, 
sometimes two or more at the same time 
against a single business in attempts by 
federal agents to litigate it right out of 
business. There was also a case in 
which a transmitter of sexual images by 
satellite was sued in one of the states in 
which the images could be received. 


A factor that sometimes confuses the 
issue, and a fair number of sysops, is the 
Supreme Court’s designation of two 
different types of sexual materials for 
First Amendment purposes. First, 
there’s obscenity proper. This is mate- 
rial which is “appeals primarily to the 
prurient interest” under prevailing com- 
munity standards, and has no redeem- 
ing value in an artistic, scientific or lit- 
erary sense. Obscenity has no First 
Amendment protection, and federal and 
state governments can (and do) regulate 
or prohibit it any way they see fit. 


Second, there’s "indecent" material. 


Such material is also sexually oriented, 
but not so vulgar or unredeemable as to 
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be obscene. Indecent material is consid- 
ered protected by the First Amend- 
ment’s guarantee of freedom of speech, 
but is also deemed so disturbing to 
young psyches that it should be kept out 
of the sight of children. This is where 
the age verification schemes used by 
many BBS’ come in. They are a way to 
let adults have access to indecent mate- 
rials while denying access to children. 


Many sysops seem to believe that such 
age verification schemes also validate 
maintaining obscene materials on their 
own BBS’. This is not so. Since inde- 
cent materials are protected by the First 
Amendment, BBS’ are fully entitled to 
maintain them on their systems, as long 
as they also perform age verification to 
make sure children do not gain access to 
them. But obscene materials, not being 
protected by the First Amendment, are 
simply not permitted to be maintained 
on the BBS at all. Age verification will 
not protect the sysop from liability if his 
board is raided and obscene materials 
are discovered. 


Another supposed defense, mistakenly 
invoked by some sysops, is based on a 
Supreme Court holding that individuals 
may legally possess obscene materials 
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in their own homes. This is perfectly 
true, but what’s left unsaid is more im- 
portant for BBS’: the act of bringing or 
sending those materials into the home is 
fully punishable by the government. 
Since a BBS with obscene materials 
would be viewed as a provider of those 
materials to the home, the "within the 
home" exception would be unavailable. 


Clearly it is illegal to maintain obscene 
materials on a BBS, but this raises an- 
other question - what is really so bad 
about it? Obscenity is a classic case of 
a victimless crime (apart from glaring 
exceptions like child pornography or 
snuff movies). Nobody gets hurt, except 
for the normal level of unpleasantness 
found in any industry, legitimate or oth- 
erwise. One could even proclaim BBS 
distribution of sexual materials a form 
of "safe sex" - absolutely incapable of 
making a girl pregnant, or giving any- 
one AIDS. 


In another culture, perhaps, but not our 
good ol’ U.S. model. One must take 
culture in the condition in which it is 
found, and ours is in a particularly re- 


pressive state right now, exacerbated by 
the fear of AIDS. The Vice President 
and some Hollywood actors and screen- 
writers are keeping the whole country 
enthralled, even as this column is writ- 
ten, with dramatic repartee about 
whether it’s okay for a woman to raise 
a child without a man in the house. In 
this climate, we should hardly expect a 
lot of respect or understanding from the 
government for exotic new electronic 
forms of transmitting sexual materials. 
They are as likely as not to view it as 
just a sleazy kind of computer virus. 


Sysops in the adult BBS business have 
a few choices in dealing with the current 
legal and moral regime. One approach 
is to simply jettison the adult materials. 
This approach was taken recently by 
The Garbage Dump BBS in Albuquer- 
que, NM (505-294-5675) and Denver, 
CO (303-457-1111). They even issued a 
press release, declaring that all adult 
graphic files were purged from the sys- 
tem. The space freed up will be used for 
more shareware files, interactive chat, 
message areas and online games. The 
owners feel the move will eventually 
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open up their service to a much wider 
audience, and get it out of the adult file 
ghetto. One week after the an- 
nouncement and removal of the adult 
files, the owners report that only 2% of 
the users asked for a refund, and their 
total volume dropped only 10%, much 
less than the 20% drop they expected. 
As one of the owners put it, "Guess we 
didn’t need that adult crap anyway.” 
This is encouraging news for those 
sysops who are not particularly attached 
to the adult materials on their systems, 
but perhaps feel their presence neces- 
sary to sustain the BBS. The time to cut 
bait may be sooner than you thought. . 


Another approach is that used by Nix- 
Pix, Nick DeWolfe’s BBS. He got rid of 
the most extreme materials, and used 
local community standards, as exempli- 
fied by the local video store, as a kind 
of safe harbor guide to the kind of adult 
materials he feels safe keeping on his 
own system. This approach is attractive 
if you assume that the local police will 
likely have uniform attitudes to similar 
adult materials, regardless of whether 


they’re available in the video store or a 
BBS. The assumption may not hold, 
though. Police know video stores, and 
buy videos all the time themselves. 
They know from personal experience 
what kind of people run video stores, 
and what kind of people patronize them. 
This may not be equally true of the local 
BBS, unless some of the local police are 
also BBS callers. In any event, if a 
sysop retains any adult materials on the 
BBS, he should perform effective age 
verification procedures to make reason- 
ably sure children cannot gain access to 
them. 


Sysops should also consider getting to- 
gether with the local police - and not 
just the adult BBS sysops, but a whole 
cross- section of sysops of different 
kinds of BBS’. An example of such a 
local get-together was described in last 
month’s column on the Florida Sysops’ 
Association. Personal meetings in a re- 
laxed setting can help the police better 
understand and accept BBS’ as acollec- 
tion of non-threatening, useful and en- 
tertaining community services and 
businesses, and their sysops as regular 
guys down the street. It will also give 
sysops a close-up look at police atti- 
tudes about different BBS activities, 
and an understanding of where the lines 
of acceptable conduct would be drawn. 


There are sysops who will continue to 
carry any and all materials that land on 
their boards. Their motivations range 
from active personal interest in adult 
materials of even the most extreme va- 
riety, to First Amendment absolutism, 
to simply a desire to extract as much 
money from the sleaze merchant trade 
as they can before the BBS is shut down 
for good - not entirely a homogeneous 
crew. They should all remain aware 
that, as mentioned before, age- verifica- 
tion is not a magic formula, and will not 
save them if they are popped for ob- 
scenity. Also, those who have heard 
there is a First Amendment pminciple 
protecting distributors from absolute li- 
ability for carrying obscene materials 
would be mistaken to rely on that doc- 
trine, since it protects only those who 
inadvertently carry obscene materials, 
and not those who are aware of their 
obscene nature. 


We have not been able to exhaust this 
topic in this column, but that’s more 
than enough for the time being. Given 
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the vibrant business many adult BBS’ 
currently enjoy and their likely continu- 
ing pursuit of that enjoyment, and the 
moral outrage likely to surface from 
time to time over their activities, we will 
probably witness a number of different 
repressive government activities 
against adult BBS’ in the future, raising 
a whole crop of issues we can not even 
imagine yet. Until then, those seeking a 
hot time on a Saturday night need look 
no further than their own computers. 


(Lance Rose is an attorney practicing 
high-tech, computer and intellectual 
property law in the New York City area, 
and is available on the Internet at el- 
rose@well.sf.ca.us and on Com- 
puServe at 72230,2044. He works with 
Shareware publishers, software 
authors, system operators, technology 
buyers, interactive media developers, 
on-line database services and others in 
the high technology area. He is also 
author of the book SYSLAW, a legal 
guide for bulletin board system opera- 
tors, available from PC Information 
Group (800)321-8285. - Editor 


MACINTOSH 
BBS NEWS 


by Bill Gram-Reefer 


COMPRESSION 
STRATEGIES 


Despite the introduction of Salient’s 
DiskDoubler and, in early 1992, Auto- 
Doubler, the discussion of file com- 
pression, at least within Macintosh BBS 
circles, sooner or later settles around 
two products: Compact Pro and some 
version of StuffIt. Why? Because the 
mode of file compression which opti- 
mizes disk space is a different breed 
from that file compression which opti- 
mizes transmission speed for uploads 
and downloads to/from BBSs; in sum, a 
crucial distinction for sysops, espe- 
cially where fast (read inexpensive) file 
transfers can make your board a suc- 
cess. For while modems sporting 
V.42bis data compression can shrink 
and expand uncompressed files on the 
fly, that protocol can’t do it as neatly or 
as speedily as already having the files 
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compressed on the hard disk, ready to 
go; even groups of files, compressed as 
one self-extracting packet. 


Another thoroughly related brain teaser 
has stumped the studio audience of 
Macintosh BBSing for some time. 
Here’s the Final Jeopardy answer: "Un- 
til August, 1992, if you wanted to create 
a file on your Mac-based BBS so that a 
subscriber could download and decom- 
press that same file on their PC using 
UNZIP or Extractor, you had to create 
files in, or change them to this version 
of Stuffit. Remember, players, to phrase 
your answer in the form of a question.” 
Beep beep, "O.K., times up!" 


"Jack, what did you write on your 
slate?" 


"Uh, what is PKZIP?" 


"Sorry, Jack, wrong answer, er, ques- 
tion! PKZIP can be used to compress 
files on the PC. PKZIP files could be 
decompressed with Stuffit Deluxe or 
UNZIP version 1.10 on a Macintosh, 
but not the other way around. You must 
have been thinking of MACZIP the 
new shareware product that lets MACs 
create ZIP files, which was just re- 
leased in August. 


O.K., Bernie’s our new leader. Let’s see 
what his Final Jeopardy response is?" 


"Stuffit 1.51!" 


"That’s correct, Bernie! But your re- 
sponse wasn’t phrased in the form of a 
question. I’m sorry, but you’re disquali- 
fied. 


For you folks playing along at home 
please note that not until the creator of 
Compact Pro, Bill Goodman, recently 
made his ExtractorPC v.1.0 available 
on the DOS side, has there been a uni- 
versal method for cross platform com- 
pression/decompression for the two 
most widely used archive products for 
the Mac since the backward compatible 
kludge to shareware from circa 1986. 
Although not as popular, other alterna- 
tives exist. MacCompress and 
LHARC also offer AC-DC compres- 
sion and decompression with versions 
for both Mac and PC, and both are 
shareware. 
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Recently, both Compact Pro and Stuffit 
have introduced new products and new 
versions of existing products that ad- 
dress both the compression and cross- 
platform issue that has befuddled "most 
of us" Macintosh and PC telecom- 
putors. 


ALEX, ’?LL TAKE COMPACT 
PRO FOR $500 


Bill Goodman is a busy man. At the 
time of this writing he had just released 
his ExtractorPC v.1.0 (ExPC) and had 
debuted the newest version (1.33) of his 
shareware compression product, Com- 
pact Pro (CPT 1.33). ExPC is a program 
that lets PC users decompress files ar- 
chived by a Macintosh using any ver- 
sion of Compact Pro. ExPC can be 
found in Library 8 of the Macintosh 
Communications forum of the big 
board (GO MACCOM). Like most of 
the decompression utilities, ExPC is 
freeware. You pay for the compression 
side. 


Take for instance, Goodman’s CPT 
1.33: $25; shareware; at a BBS near 
you. According to Goodman, CPT 1.33 
has “functionally identical BinHex 
functions," but is faster than previous 
CPT versions and StuffIt Deluxe; 5-6 
times faster. One of the reasons for such 
marked improvement is that while 
Goodman worked within the structure 
of the basic algorithm he wrote long 
ago, he was able to tweak version 1.33 
so that "it doesn’t give as much atten- 
tion to background activity," especially 
INITs. “INITs steal time," Goodman 
claims. 


In early July, lasked Bill to comment on 
Aladdin System’s famed "coming- 
soon” release of StuffIt Deluxe 3.0 
(SIT 3.0); "What should people look 
for,” I asked? He pointed to three key 
areas, "when," "size-speed,” and “the 
convenience factor." The when factor, 
of course refers to the fact that Aladdin 
"announced" version 3.0 way back, 
over a year ago, during the System 7 
rollout. The size-speed thing we can 
understand. No one wants to fiddle 
while Rome bums or wait eternally for 
a 2-MB MS-Word file to dance on the 
head of a pin. 


But the convenience factor! Ah!, that’s 
where high blood pressure lives, espe- 
cially for sysops. Imagine, if you would, 
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a world in which all of the compression 
vendors -- you know who they are, 
those guys with the funny initials like 
-ARC, .CPT, .LHZ, .SIT, and .ZIP -- 
could sit (ha-ha) around one table. Now, 
here’s the tough part, imagine these 
same vendors agreeing on the structure 
of one cross-platform-portable shell 
program that could contain a decom- 
pression module for each compression 
scheme on the market. That way sysops 
could offer subscnbers, in ONE quick 
download, ONE folder that would con- 
tain ONE program that could de-ar- 
chive ANY file regardless of origin. 


Ican hear John Belushi, and a few irate 
users, screaming in the background. 


Goodman claims he once championed 
such a quixotic quest. Hell, he says even 
wrote a 13-Kb .SIT file (!) to prove it 
could be done. However, back in the 
5-D world (girth, time and $$$), the 
convenience factor follows the time 
clock of a different chipset. Goodman is 
quick to point out that throughout the 
many versions of Compact Pro he has 
used basically the same algorithm. That 
means, in most cases, seamless back- 
ward compatibility with earlier ver- 
sions. In contrast, how "convenient" 
can it be for sysops and users, asks 
Goodman, for Aladdin to create yet an- 
other new algorithm for this major up- 
date to 3.0? Does this not "abandon" 
users, force them to upgrade and hassle 
with another in a long series of incom- 
patible versions? Where is the conven- 
ience in changing Classic files to De- 
luxe files to Lite files to 3.0 files anon 
until the sky falls? The ultimate conven- 
ience test for SIT 3.0, one could sup- 
pose, will be to actually test how long it 
takes a sysop to convert 600 Mb of files 
(compressed with an older version of 
SIT) to 3.0. 


As for the execution of CPT 1.33, here 
are some results. I performed a simple 
test that compacted and expanded 5.8 
Mb (Claris applications like Resolve, 
FileMaker Pro, etc.) using Goodman’s 
new version. It took 07:38:89 minutes 
to compact those files into a self-ex- 
panding archive (SEA) of 2.738 Mb, a 
54% reduction in size. The SEA took 
04:38:83 minutes to fully expand. 
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STUFFIT DELUXE 3.0 
SHIPPED ON THIS DATE! 


"What is July 30th, Alex?" 
"That’s correct, Dave, you’ve cleared 
the category." 


Two disks? Sheesh, you need a com- 
pression program just to have this thing 
on your hard disk. But it is DELUXE. 
In fact, the package is “a revolutionary 
step, not an evolutionary step,” accord- 
ing to David Schargel, president of 
Aladdin Systems. He’s right, too. We’ re 
not just talking new algorithms, here, 
we're talking a whole new ballgame 
that redefines an important segment of 
file management. Not only does Stufflt 
Deluxe 3.0 (SIT) deliver a remarkably 
improved compression engine, it adds 
an impressive array of tools, utilities, 
translators and system extensions that 
provide power and flexibility. Addition- 
ally, SIT comes with SpaceSaver (SS), 
Aladdin’s entry into the file-compres- 
sion market. Like Salient’s Disk Dou- 
bler and AutoDoubler, SS provides 
user-definable, on-demand or automat- 
ic file compression. In contrast to Sali- 
ent’s products, however, once com- 
pressed with SS, files can be used nor- 
mally, in fact, the icon doesn’t even 
change. Standalone retail for SS is 
pegged at $59. 


The complete SIT package (StuffIt De- 
luxe 3.0 and SpaceSaver) retails at $120 
and requires System 6.0.5 or later, is 
*040 cache compatible, 32-bit clean, 
virtual memory compatible, and works 
with non-roman language fonts. The 
194-page manual is fairly complete in 
description of basic and in-depth opera- 
tion. Yet, it lacks an index; an odd over- 
sight. System 7 savvy, SIT supports 
context-sensitive Balloon Help, drag- 
ging items to a Stuff icon for auto com- 
pression, and a complete set of Apple 
Events, "to the extent that every feature 
of the application can be remote con- 
trolled with scripting systems such as 
UserLand Software’s Frontier and Sim- 
ple Software’s Control Tower." Addi- 
tionally, SIT comes with its own built-in 
scripting language which supports other 
popular languages including QuicKeys 
2, HyperCard and Macintosh Program- 
mer’s Workshop (MPW). 


The network and communications ex- 
tensions include translators for com- 
mon archive and data formats from MS- 


DOS, Windows, UNIX, Mac, and 
other environments. SIT can convert 
files created in ZIP, ARC, Compact Pro, 
uuencode, atob/btob, tar, BinHex, Ap- 
pleLink, DiskDoubler, MacBinary, and 
more. Included is support for leading 
telecommunications and electronic 
mail products including MicroPhone 
II, White Knight, Quickmail, and Mi- 
crosoft Mail. An XTND translator is 
provided for use with On Location. 


A feature that will prove helpful to 
Mac-based sysops who decide to stand- 
ardize on SIT is a StuffIt Converter ap- 
plication which allows users to convert 
any older StuffIt, Compact Pro, or Ap- 
pleLink archives to the improved com- 
pression format offered by SIT. Here 
endeth the convenience factor. 


Another noteworthy feature is the abil- 
ity to view the contents of Stuffed text 
and PICT files. The user can even select 
a portion or an entire document and 
copy it to the Clipboard for pasting into 
another application or for printout. This 
feature also allows for a "Read Me” or 
other "required" text or PICT file, for 
example an order or routing form, to 
automatically appear when opening an 
archive. Finally, its Menu extension lets 
you Stuff and UnStuff straight from the 
Macintosh Finder by adding another 
pull-doun menu with commands. 


Aladdin also offers a shareware version 
of SIT in Stuffit Lite 3.0. $25 gets you 
just the Macintosh compression/de- 
compression modules without the menu 
or SS extensions. Lite will not UnZip or 
deARC. 


By the time you read this, Aladdin plans 
to have released UnStuffPC, a freeware 
utility that will work in the PC environ- 
ment to allow DOS computers to Un- 
Stuff any Stufflt file but not Compact 
Pro archives. 


David Schargel, who was anxious to 
find out how SIT stacked up against the 
unreleased version 2.0 of ZIP, claims 
that the new SIT algorithm is optimized 
for decompression and is a foundation 
Aladdin and its users can work with for 
years to come. And on the topic of pro- 
viding translators for a wide variety of 
file formats, he says "we want our users 
to be able to use any file.” 
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Sure, there was a time when some of the 
Mac people got together (at the insis- 
tence of some CompuServe sysops) to 
sit down and explore the possibility for 
one decompression product for the vari- 
ous file formats, “but no one could 
agree on who would control the code,” 
recalls Schargel. Stuffit Expander was 
Aladdin’s eventual solution to that di- 
lemma. As for the SpaceSaver and its 
fast, transparent compression that 
doesn’t even change the icon of a com- 
pressed file, Schargel calls it "the DD 
killer." 


But is StuffIt Deluxe 3.0 fast? 


Yes. Almost as fast as Compact Pro 1.33 
on the compression side and almost 
twice as fast on decompression. We 
made a self-extracting archive of the 
same 5.8 Mb group of files we com- 
pacted earlier and SIT stuffed it in 
08:48:06, just over a minute slower 
than CPT. However, the file was smaller 
by two percentage points. On decom- 
pression, SIT took but 02:23:57 to Un- 
Stuff the archive, where CPT took 
04:38:83. But when we used the trans- 
lator within SIT to decompress the CPT 
archive it took 06:30:94, a slight per- 
formance premium for the translation, 
but near universal support nonetheless. 
CYCLOS Software, P.O. Box 31417, 
San Francisco, CA 94131. Aladdin 
Software, 165 Westridge Drive, Wat- 
sonville, CA 95076; (408)761-6200 
voice; (408)761-6206 fax. 


TELEFINDER PRO 2.0 
DEBUTS 


Designed to address the needs of power 
users who call several BBSs regularly, 
Spider Island Software has released 
TeleFinder Pro 2.0 (PRO). Whether 
you call your office from your Power- 
Book, TeleFinder BBSs, or commercial 
on-line services like CompuServe, this 
new version of PRO provides most of 
the tools you’ll need to take full advan- 
tage of high-speed modems. 


As makers of TeleFinder Group Edi- 
tion BBS host software, Spider Island 
first released TeleFinder Pro last year. 
This is no stripped down TeleFinder 
BBS “user version." PRO is a general 
purpose communications program 
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originally introduced to 3.5-mouse re- 
views in most of the Mac publications. 
While considered a good value, the con- 
ventional wisdom concluded it needed 
some work. First off, then, this new 
version includes some serious up- 
grades: VT100 emulation, and full- 
color PC-ANSI operation that supports 
full-screen scro]lbacks. And though the 
admitted "light-weight" scripting will 
never stand up to MicroPhone II, 
PRO’s 30-command macro language is 
sufficient to automate most logon se- 
quences. 


Compatible with all TeleFinder BBSs, 
PRO is also Communications Toolbox 
compatible and System 7 savvy. PRO 
includes a built-in dialing directory for 
auto access to up to 250 services. The 
introductory release, in addition to the 
access numbers for the usual commer- 
cial suspects, includes the contact num- 
bers for most of the BBSs around the 
world that support TeleFinder host soft- 
ware. 


PRO offers full support for high-speed 
modems in 32-bit ZMODEM and 
XMODEM file transfers. The 
ZMODEM implementation includes 
auto receive and file recovery. Over 80 
modem drivers are provided that cover 
the gamut from plain-vanilla, Hayes- 
compatible 2,400-bps operation to in- 
itialization strings for many of the new 
hardware-handshaking V.32bis mo- 
dems available now. 


Additional support for high-speed mo- 
dems includes (finally) the ability to 
download message threads and mail 
from TeleFinder BBSs with the ability 
to read and post replies offline. While 
this feature works only with BBSs mn- 
ning TeleFinder host software, it is lim- 
ited, yet welcome functionality. 


Other features include a configurable 
BBS Find File that lets you perform file 
searches on a variety of BBSs. Finally, 
PRO includes a Remote Access mode 
that lets other PRO users connect to 
your Mac for controlled access to files 
on your hard disk. Under $50 we’re 
told; direct from Spider Island. 


In other news from Spider Island, check 
out release 2.7 of Group Edition to sup- 
port color ANSI, multiple lines within 
one folder, and more Apple Events 
aware operation. Rusty Tucker also 


claims that, come December, sysops 
will be able to site license a Windows 
version of the user program to work 
with TeleFinder host software. Pricing 
is to be determined. Spider Island Soft- 
ware, 4790 Irvine Boulevard, # 105- 
347, Irvine, CA 92720; (714)669-9260 
voice, (714)669-1383 fax; (714)730- 
5785 BBS. 


MAC BBS OF THE MONTH 


We were truly puzzled by the poor per- 
formance of Macintosh-based BBS sys- 
tems in this magazine’s recent beauty 
contest/ballot-box-stuffing extrava- 
ganza. Only two Mac-based BBS made 
it into the glorious ranks of the top 100 
hundred vote getters. Well, if EXEC- 
PC’s 230 line custom system could do 
no better than 77th place, than who am 
I to grouse, eh? 


Honor where honor is due, I always say. 
So our pick for the Macintosh BBS of 
the month is Magic, which managed to 
place 96th out of 100. A mighty 
achievement when the demographics of 
this publication (or computing in gen- 
eral) stare you full-bore in the face. 
Magic, based in Markham, Ontario, is 
the BBS arm for the Macintosh Aware- 
ness Group in Canada, a registered 
Apple User Group with 3,000+ mem- 
bers. 


Let’s take a look, shall we? Here are the 
basics: full Mac support on 10 lines 
running FirstClass software, version 
2.0. Free. The large file directory, CD- 
ROM and active conferences are cou- 
pled with an operational Intemet gate- 
way sans Tabby. 


But technology only gets you so far, 
claims Mark Windrim, the Magic 
sysop, loath to describe Magic in terms 
of quantifiable machinery. "There are 
lots of PC systems with more lines, 
more users, and lots of files," he says, 
“but that doesn’t make them any better 
than we are. I can think of one such 
system which claims to be the best, 
while I (and many other users) find their 
system just an absolute mess. There is 
no concept behind it; it’s just a down- 
loading haven with hundreds of mes- 
sage bases. Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
work for many users. 
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"I think we’ve realized that the person- 
ality and content are just as important as 
the look of the system," continues Win- 
drim. “We are providing online confer- 
encing features for all the users. We 
have specific conferences for disabled 
people, people that belong to AA & 
Narcotics Anonymous, as well as our 
famed "Sex, Lies & QuickTime" con- 
ference, a free-flowing conference 
where virtually anything can be dis- 
cussed." 


I got an added kick in taking advantage 
of one of the new features found in 
FirstClass 2.0; I was able to poke 
around the system and open windows 
during a ZMODEM download, even 
send mail. A quick glance at the New 
Uploads area showed many new contri- 
butions and quite a few uploaders, a 
good sign. I had difficulty getting a free 
line during the weekend, so set your 
modem to autodial and get ready for a 
well worth-it wait. "Times are chang- 
ing,” Windrim concludes, "and people 
are looking for classy places, a 
FirstClass act." Magic (416)288-1767 
BBS. 


If you have a Macintosh-based BBS 
running a graphical user interface (why 
make a Mac look like a PC running a 
TTY or ANSI screen, ugh) let us know 
who you are and what you think you’re 
doing that makes your board special. 
Jack can’t afford to reimburse all of my 
TELCO charges so, to make things easy 
for everyone, mail a diskette containing 
your user program with a preset ac- 
count, time allotment (1-hr for editorial 
deadbeats like me should be enuf) and 
password to the address below so me 
and/or my band of elves posing as BBS 
spies can log on and take a look around 
your system. Also include a text-file 
that describes your board and any inter- 
esting places you think are special. I’ll 
try to visit as many places as possible 
and write about the most interesting 
boards I can find. MAC BBS, 2069 
Highland Drive, Concord, CA 94520. 


[Bill Gram-Reefer, based in Concord, 
California, is a publicist working with 
Comstock Communications. He oper- 
ates WORLDVIEW BBS (510)676- 
2919 running ona Macintosh computer. 
As the former editor of SHOWPAGE 
and associate publisher of Western Mi- 
croMarket, Bill has been writing about 
Macintosh computers since 1984.] 
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ONE BBSCON 


The first Online Networking Exposi- 
tion and BBS Convention (ONE 
BBSCON) was held August 13-16th in 
Denver Colorado. Over a thousand BBS 
enthusiasts attended the event and by all 
accounts it was the most intense, and 
fascinating gathering of BBS and online 
service aficionados ever convened. 


There were a total of 943 paid regis- 
trants to the event, with over a hundred 
additional exhibit only visitors. There 
were some surprises statistically among 
the attendees. The event had a decid- 
edly international flavor drawing 65 in- 
ternational visitors from 14 countries 
including The Netherlands, Denmark, 
Sweden, Finland, Norway, The United 
Kingdom, New Zealand, Japan, Ger- 
many, Mexico, Belgium, Canada, and 
Slovenija (previously part of Yugosla- 
via). A total of 29 press passes were 
issued to journalists from PC Week, In- 
foworld, U.S. News and World Report, 
PC Computing, PC Magazine, The 
Chicago Tribune, and dozens of other 
publications. 


Surprisingly, nearly 30% of the total 
attendance indicated on the registration 
form that they did not themselves run a 
bulletin board system. Since this was 
the first event ever where most of the 
major BBS software vendors were actu- 
ally all in the same place at the same 
time demonstrating their products, 
many used the convention as a means to 
view and compare the various products 
available and learn more about the tech- 
nology. Of those who did operate a sys- 
tem, over 46 different software titles 
were represented - from the Unix con: 
ferencing system Participate to share- 
ware systems such as Remote Access, 
Sapphire, and WWIV. The average line 
count for BBS operators was 12.6 lines. 
This count was pulled up a bit by the 
attendance of such notables as Neil 
Fleming of Canada Remote Systems 
with 201 lines, Rusty Hardinburg of 
Rusty & Edie’s BBS at 125 lines, and 
Jim Maxey of Event Horizons with 64 
lines. Even so, it would appear that 
multi-line systems were the norm for 
this crowd. 
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The event started with a reception on 
Wednesday evening. Thursday morning 
Jack Rickard introduced the One, Inc. 
Executive Advisory Board Members 
who each briefly welcomed the gather- 
ing. Phil Becker presented a stunning 
multimedia presentation about bulletin 
boards and where they were today - 
making very effective use of two 9 X 12 
foot rear projection screens to show ac- 
tual bulletin boards in operation in gov- 
ernment, business, and in the public 
dialup market. He then introduced John 
C. Dvorak as keynote speaker for the 
event. 


Dvorak, was as usual, compelling. He 
addressed a couple of problems facing 
the BBS world, most notably the dis- 
turbing incidence of individuals ma- 
nipulating the online populace with half 
truths and in some cases completely 
fabricated situations that appeared quite 
credible when related online. He 
praised OS/2, slammed Ross Perot, and 
was generally entertaining. He also 
talked a bit about the contortions the 
online world goes through in dealing 
with copyright laws designed for a dif- 
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and much more, 


ferent age and a different set of tech- 
nologies and called for liberalization of 
copyright law regarding text and im- 
ages presented online. Finally, he 
wamed of growing government regula- 
tion and legislation regarding online is- 
sues, and called for some form of lob- 
bying organization to represent BBS 
operators and online callers. 


Later in the day, Dvorak, co-author 
Nick Anis Jr., and Zoom Telephonics, 
Inc., joined forces in a special awards 
presentation to honor people they felt 
provided pioneering contributions to 
the field of PC telecommunications. 
ZOOM printed a program and provided 
some fairly striking engraved lucite 
award trophies. At the close of sessions 
on Thursday afternoon, Dvorak pre- 
sented these Technical Excellence in 
Communications awards to twelve pio- 
neers whose vision and commitment to 
telecommunications and BBS confer- 
encing has helped create the vibrant, 
growing marketplace of ideas and infor- 
mation that exists today. 
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The Dvorak/Zoom Award Recipi- 
ents: 


Ward Christensen - for development 
of the XMODEM file transfer protocol, 
the first protocol widely used with per- 
sonal computers. 


Ward Christensen and Randy Seuss - 
honored for developing the first elec- 
tronic bulletin board system, first opera- 
tional in Chicago in February, 1978 


Tom Jennings - honored as founder of 
the International Fido Network - cur- 
rently with over 16,000 member bulle- 
tin boards world wide. 


Chuck Forsberg - for development of 
the ZMODEM file transfer protocol. 


Phil Katz, PRWARE, Inc. for develop- 
ment of the PKZIP file compres- 
sion/archive software. 


Tom Smith, Datastorm Technologies, 
Inc. - Procomm for Windows terminal 
software. 


John Friel HI, Mustang Software, Inc. 
- Qmodem terminal software package. 


The Whole Earth ’Lectronic Link 
(The WELL) was awarded a technical 
excellence award for Best Online Con- 
ferencing System 


Channel 1 BBS - for best general inter- 
est BBS. 


The Electronic Frontier Foundation - 
for service to the online community. 


Marshall Dudley - for development of 
the DOORWAY program used by 
many bulletin boards to mun third party 
software programs with their bulletin 
board. 


Rockwell Design Team - for develop- 
ment of the first single package 
v.32/v.32 bis modem chipset, currently 
used in hundreds of different modem 
designs. 


BOARDWATCH 100 
READER’S CHOICE 
AWARDS 


Boardwatch Magazine held a BBS 
popularity contest from January 1, 
1992, to July 1, 1992. In this contest, 
callers voted for their favorite bulletin 
board system by mailing or faxing in a 
ballots. Winning bulletin boards were 
to receive awards at the ONE 
BBSCON, and a random drawing was 
held from the ballots received for high 
speed modems from U.S. Robotics, 
Hayes, ZyXEL USA, and Supra. 


Boardwatch distributed a printed listing 
of the 100 systems receiving the most 
votes in the Boardwatch 100 Reader’s 
Choice BBS contest. We also pre- 
sented each of the top 10 systems with 
a framed copy of the magazine and a 
crystal pyramid trophy. The sysops of 
all ten of the top systems were present 
with the exception of Michael Allen of 
Odyssey BBS in Monrovia, California. 


The top 10 bulletin boards included: 


1. CANADA REMOTE SYSTEMS. 
462 ballots. (416)629-7000 Canada. 
Located in Mississauga Ontario, a sub- 
urb of Toronto, CRS was started in the 
early ’80s by Jud Newell, the system 
went into bankmuptcy two years ago and 
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was purchased by Neil Fleming - one of 
the users. Since that time, Fleming has 
doubled the line count to 201 incoming 
lines - making it indisputably the largest 
PCBoard installation in the world. CRS 
has over 30 gigabytes of file storage, 
and over 3500 different mail confer- 
ences including Usenet News Groups 
and their own North AmeriNet network. 
According to Fleming, they currently 
have over 9000 paid subscribers to the 
system. The service also offers a rich 
selection of news services such as UPI 
news, North American stock quotes, 
and more. Canada Remote Systems, 
1331 Crestlawn Drive, Unit D, Missis- 
sauga, Ontario, Canada L4W 2P9; 
(416)620-1439 voice. 


2. PLEASURE DOME - 416 ballots. 
(804)490-5878. Tom McKelvey, aka 
Tom Terrific, has operated Pleasure 
Dome in Tidewater Virginia since 1985. 
This six line Wildcat! system is a very 
popular adult system and very unusual 
in a number of ways. Pleasure Dome, 
PO Box 12126, Norfolk, VA 23502. 


3. ODYSSEY. 360 ballots. (818)358- 
6968. Michael Allen’s Computer Pro- 
ductions, Inc. operates the largest adult 
chat system on the west coast - probably 
in the country. Odyssey sports 128 ports 
~most of them on the CompuServe X.25 
packet network - and uses a highly cus- 
tomized version of Galacticomm’s MA- 
JOR BBS software. Odyssey, 1307 S. 
Shamrock Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016; 
(800)947-0936 voice. 


4. PC-OHIO. 320 ballots. (216)381- 
3320. Norm Henke has operated a BBS 
in Ohio since the days when they were 
coal powered. He was adamantly a hob- 
byist and insisted BBSs should be free. 


PC-Ohio is one of the most popular 
systems in the country with 30 lines, 9.6 
gigabytes of file storage, and all lines 
serviced by U.S. Robotics Dual Stand- 
ard modems. Henke is a charter mem- 
ber of the Cleveland/Akron Sysops As- 
sociation. The system also sports a very 
loyal, and voting group of supporters. 
PC-Ohio, PO Box 21411, Cleveland, 
OH 44121. 


5. ALBUQUERQUE ROS. 260 bal- 
lots. (505)299-5974. Steve Fox appears 
to like to do things the hard way. He has 
operated Albuquerque ROS since Octo- 
ber of 1984. Further, since he didn’t 
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care for most of the BBS software he 
saw, he wrote his own. The entire Re- 
mote Operating System (ROS) software 
used on Albuqurque ROS is his crea- 
tion. Albuquerque ROS, PO Box 
13150, Albuquerque, NM 87192. 


6. MICRO MESSAGE SERVICE. 
217 ballots. (919)779-6674. Mike 
Stroud has operated the oldest continu- 
ally operating BBS in the Raleigh, Dur- 
ham, Chapel Hill area of North Caro- 
lina. He went online in October of 1982 
using STUBS BBS software with a 
whopping 1.5 MB of floppy disk stor- 
age and wowed the area a year later by 
installing a very expensive 5 MB hard 
disk drive. 


Today, Micro Message Service sports 5 
GB of file storage and 10 lines in an 
area of the country notable for being 
tough to BBS in. As the big gun in North 
Carolina, Micro Message service sup- 
ports a variety of computer types in- 
cluding Amiga, Tandy, Commodore, 
and other oddities in addition to a very 
well stocked PC/DOS area. Micro Mes- 
sage Service, 1464 Garner Station 
Blvd., Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27603 


7.SAN DIEGO CONNECTION. 207 
ballots. (619)584-8456. San Diego’s 
largest BBS is a DLX chat system run- 
ning 32 lines. Operated by Rich Fa- 
miglietti, Marcus Ogilvie, and Bob 
O’ Berg, the system is an adult chat serv- 
ice. San Diego Connection, 9943 Fe- 
licia Lane, Spring Valley, CA 91977; 
(619)670-1116 voice. 


8. GAY/LESBIAN INFORMATION 
BUREAU (GLIB). 164 ballots. 
(703)578-4542. Jon Larimore, Ar- 
lington, Virginia. The Gay Community 
has made good use of the BBS technol- 
ogy and it provides some unique advan- 
tages to them. The Gay/Lesbian Infor- 
mation Bureau (GLIB) fills its mission 
superbly with tons of information, 
news, and tidbits presented in a very 
genteel and comfortable manner. Using 
TBBS software, GLIB offers multi-line 
chat, dozens of topical conferences, and 
a lot of online information by the way 
of newsletters, newspapers, etc. 


9. STANFORD PALO ALTO COM- 
PUTER EXCHANGE. 149 ballots. 
(415)323-4193. First established in 
1986, the Stanford Palo Alto Computer 
Exchange (SPACE BBS) has grown to 


10 lines under the ownership of Owen 
Hawkins. This PCBoard system sports 
4.2 GB of file storage, plus several CD- 
ROMS. SPACE a clear winner. Owen 
Hawkins, PO Box 260, Menlo Park, CA 
94026; (415)323-4193 voice. 


10. AFTER HOURS. 147 ballots. 
(512)448-3562. Located in the heart of 
Texas at Austin, Conrad Ruchelman’s 
After Hours BBS is a 16-line chat serv- 
ice using Major BBS software. 


Part of the Boardwatch 100 Reader’s 
Choice BBS contest was a random 
drawing from all ballots received for 
modem prizes. All voters were printed 
out on equally sized slips of paper and 
the drawing was made from the box. 


U.S. Robotics had contributed two 
USR Courier 16.8K Dual Standard 
Modems to the contest. These modems 
feature the new HST 16.8K mode as 
well as 14.4kbps V.32bis. Adam Strack, 
of U.S. Robotics came to the podium 
and drew two names from the box to 
receive the U.S. Robotics modems. 


Richard Thornton of Cupertino, Cali- 
fornia received the first modem. Mr. 
Thornton had submitted a ballot on be- 
half of the Higher Power BBS 
(408)737-7040. George Howard of 
Los Angeles, California was awarded 
the second U.S. Robotics modem. He 
had submitted a ballot for the Westside 
BBS (213)933-4050. 


ZyXEL had supported the contest with 
two U-1496E models. These are 
14.4kbps V.32bis models with fax capa- 
bility. Munira Brooks, of ZyXEL, drew 
two names from the box for ZyXEL 
modems. The first went to Mary Lou 
White of Fremont, California as the 
result of her ballot for The Wishing 
Well BBS (510)745-7901. Jon Eber- 
hart of Albuquerque New Mexico re- 
ceived the second ZyXEL modem by 
virtue of his ballot for Albuquerque 
ROS (505)299-5974. 


Hayes Microcomputer Products, Inc. 
had donated an OPTIMA 14.4 with fax 
capability to the Boardwatch 100 con- 
test. Randy Cooper of Hayes drew the 
name of Alan Rupa of Billerica Massa- 
chusetts from the box and awarded Mr. 
Rupa an OPTIMA model featuring 
14.4kbps V.32bis modulation and fax. 
Mr. Rupa had voted for the Executive 
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Connection BBS (617)621-6090 and 
appears to have had quite a run of good 
luck - and won more than a modem. He 
began frequenting the system a few 
months back and met the sysops at a 
social gathering held by them. He also 
met their daughter, Debbie Silverman, 
at the event and they became engaged 
shortly thereafter. His new alias on the 
system is SysSonInLaw. 


Finally Supra Corporation had do- 
nated two Supra 14.4+Fax models to 
support the Boardwatch 100 Reader’s 
Choice BBS contest. Mark White, of 
Supra Corporation, drew two names 
from the box. Terry Cannon of Van 
Alstyne, Texas received the first as the 
result of his vote for Xavious BBS 
(508)875-3618. The second Supra mo- 
dem went to Iva Dawn Stocks of Mad- 
era, California for her ballot for Zen 
Den Systems (209)675-8436. 


EMERGING THEMES 

Online Graphics was the most powerful 
theme emerging from ONE BBSCON. 
This is a thing that wants to be - without 
a clear cut way to get there. But numer- 
ous developers and BBS operators 
seemed intent on the topic. Dave 
Hughes was stumping for NAPLPS and 
Peter Jordan of Microstar, the worlds 
largest developer of NAPLPS tools 
came down from Canada. 


Also getting attention in graphics: 


COCONET - Brian Dear’s Unix-based 
COCONET BBS system features above 
all else - a stunning graphics interface. 
Both COCONUT COMPUTING, de- 
velopers of COCONET, and Bruce 
Woodward of the CYBERSTORE on- 
line service in Vancouver British Co- 
lumbia were displaying some very at- 
tractive screens. COCONET an- 
nounced support for Mark William’s in- 
expensive COHERENT Unix clone. 


RIP. ResNova Software, developers of 
the multiline NOVALINK BBS for 
Macintosh, were oddly showing a 
graphics protocol that swings both ways 
on Macintosh and IBM platform. The 
RIP protocol apparently can easily be 
fitted for almost any BBS, and though it 
appeared a bit shy of complete, it was 
definitely drawing a crowd of interested 
BBS operators and developers. It was 
graphically stunning. 
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POWERVISION - a new Multi-Level 
Marketing based national online service 
somewhat akin to Prodigy in function 
showed some dynamite graphics, in- 
cluding bit image photographs incorpo- 
rated in the screens. 


LEGAL ISSUES - decidedly hot. PC 
Info sold all 288 copies of the SYSLAW 
book by Lance Rose by early in the 
second day of the vendor exhibit. There 
were enough attendees trying to crowd 
into rooms hosting the Legal Issues 
track, chaired by Lance Rose, that even 
the fire marshal appeared interested. 
Sessions on copyright law, patent law, 
and the legal aspects of online legal 
agreements were very well attended. 


INTERNET. Interest in the Internet 
was very noticeable, and a full track was 
available to cover it. The crowd was 
mixed between people very familiar 
with it and those who had only heard of 
it. Some complained that these sessions 
quickly got too technical and broke into 
question and answer before a proper 
foundation was laid. But attendance 
was packed. 


HOW TO MAKE MONEY WITH A 
BBS. This track was kicked off by Jack 
Rickard and Phil Becker on Thursday 
afternoon with two back-to-back ses- 
sions similar to what they delivered at 
FidoCon91. And the large double ball- 
room this was held in was packed to the 
rafters. However commercial this 
theme is, it certainly strikes a chord with 
the sysop rank and file. The two covered 
the basics of making an online service a 
business. Unlike last year, the end of the 
two sessions wasn’t the end of the track. 
For most of the points they brought up, 
including credit card merchant ac- 
counts, business plans, approaching the 
press, etc., there were specific sessions 
held during the following two days to 
go into further detail. Tim Pfieffer, of 
Teleflora Credit Systems, for example, 
did a full session on how to get a mer- 
chant account. Simon Clement pre- 
sented information on developing a 
business plan. There were actually two 
sessions on dealing with the press. Sheri 
Robert, publicist for Galacticomm, ex- 
plained how to do it from a PR persons 
point of view. Then David Coursey of 
Infoworld assembled a panel of press 
people who where covering the event to 
discuss what they looked for in a story. 
When Ed Baig of U.S. News and World 
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Owen Hawkins of SPACE BBS 
receives Boardwatch 100 Award 


(L-R) Ben Cunningham, Alan Bryant, George Peace Ward Christensen (left) and Chuck Forsberg 
in Developers Roundtable Session 
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Wildcat! Row. - Left to Right 
Scott Brynen, John Friel, Scott Hunter, Greg Hewgill, and Rick Heming. 


Commiunicatio ONE BBSCON Organizers 
REESE CompusereS Jack Rickard (left) and Philip Becker. - 
You want to do WHAT again? 


Keynote Speaker John C. Dvorak 
Happy about something anyway. 


> , : . / / fs ¢ fi : 
Pete White and Tony Davis (center) with Friends - Ain't this fun... 
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Report rose to pose a question to the 
panel, Coursey would have none of it. 
He instructed Baig to "get up here on the 
Stage with the rest of us and ANSWER 
questions this session Ed." The audi- 
ence loved it. 


The most popular element of the How 
to Profit track was two roundtable ses- 
sions where operators of profitable bul- 
letin boards discussed how they had 
done it - confirming or denying Becker 
and Rickard’s general claims as to what 
was important. Kevin Behrens, opera- 
tor of a 25-line Aquila BBS in Chicago, 
did an excellent job hosting the Sub- 
scription BBS Success Roundtable. 
Neil Fleming, of the 201 line Canada 
Remote Systems BBS, Rusty Hardin- 
burg of the 125 line Rusty & Edie’s 
BBS, and Norm Henke, of the 33-line 
PC-Ohio BBS rounded out the discus- 
sion group. All were full time profes- 
sional BBS operators who had left other 
careers to run a BBS as a business. All 
of the participating system operators in 
this panel appeared to really enjoy the 
discussion, generally a series of ques- 
tions posed by Behrens, and really let 
their hair down on their successes and 
failures in a way not normally expected 
among competitors. They covered 
everything from how to decide what to 
charge, when to add lines, how they 
attracted callers, right down to practical 
matters such as insurance, data backup 
strategies, and some of the growth hur- 
dies they had encountered along the 
way. There were surprising differences 
among the different operator’s ap- 
proaches, as well as a lot in common. 
Rusty Hardinburg should clearly have 
his own television comedy show as he 
had both the audience and the rest of the 
panel roaring most of the time. 


A similar roundtable discussion was 
hosted by Scott Brinker, of Galacti- 
comm, Inc., and operator of the Isle’s of 
Shae BBS in Fort Lauderdale. Joining 
brinker were Dean Kerl, of the Garbage 
Dump BBS in Albuquerque, Bruce 
Lomasky of Bruce’s Bar and Grill in 
Connecticutt, and Tony Javoric of Pub- 
lic Data Network. They discussed the 
slightly different world of online chat 
and game services. This type of system 
usually features hourly, monthly, or 
credit charges, has very different line 
loading characteristics, and focuses 
more on building a social club type at- 
mosphere than the general subscription- 
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based BBSs do. Again, these operators 
were strikingly candid in discussing the 
various elements of success and set 
back they had encountered. 


In all, over 100 educational sessions 
were presented. Since up to seven ses- 
sions were going on simultaneously 
throughout the convention, conflicts 
were inevitable. Fortunately, all ses- 
sions were audio taped and the tapes 
were available within an hour of the 
close of each session. In some cases, 
demand for the tapes caused some lags, 
but in general the audio tape offering 
worked well. Full sets of ONE 
BBSCON tapes are still available from 
One, Inc. at $495 for the set. 


BBS STANDARDS 
COMMITTEE 


Frank LaRosa, of Searchlight Software, 
noted in discussions several months 
prior to the ONE BBSCON, that it 
would likely be the largest assembly of 
BBS and terminal software developers 
ever gathered in one place at one time. 
He suggested a private meeting of soft- 
ware developers to at least broach the 
subject of developing some form of 
standards for online communication, to 
try to crack the chicken and egg paradox 
that seemed to come up with every ad- 
vance in online technology. As many 
who dealt with ONE BBSCON found 
out, such casual suggestions had a way 
of turning into microphones rather 
quickly. ONE, Inc. sponsored a private 
room with refreshments on Friday eve- 
ning at 8:00 PM and Mr. LaRosa found 
himself facing some 31 developers, in- 
cluding most of the BBS software de- 
velopers as well as representatives from 
DataStorm Technologies (PROCOMM 
terminal software), MSI (Qmodem ter- 
minal program), and Exis (Telix termi- 
nal program). 


A number of items were discussed 
vaguely, including the need for an on- 
line graphics protocol, possible advan- 
tages of adopting a common messaging 
format after the fashion of the Internet’s 
Simple Mail Transport Protocol 
(SMTP) and others. No one really 
pressed adopting any standards at the 
meeting. Rather it was largely agreed 
that an informal Bulletin Board Stand- 
ards Committee be formed to examine 
technologies 
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The attendees agreed to form a stand- 
ards organization, the BBSC (Bulletin 
Board Standards Committee), to exam- 
ine existing standards, and evaluate 
their capabilities in the BBS and com- 
munications forum. Plans are to deter- 
mine which standards meet the require- 
ments of the rapidly evolving commu- 
nity, and implement and extend them, as 
well as develop new standards as 
needed. The goals are to define a set of 
protocols and standards to allow com- 
munications software and BBSs to in- 
teroperate graphically and share com- 
mon communications formats. The 
group selected Christopher Ambler of 
UUPlus Development as the adminis- 
trative contact for the BBS. Anyone 
wishing to participate in the BBSC 
should contact: 


Christopher Ambler 

UUPIlus Development 

1344 Madonna Road, Suite 242 

San Luis Obispo, Ca, 93405 

Voice: 805-542-0336 

Fax: 805-543-8227 

E-mail: cambler @nike.calpoly.edu 


VENDOR EXHIBITS 


The show did feature a vendor exhibit 
area for two days in the hotel. Some 37 
bendors filled up 51 booth apaces. Over 
a quarter of a million dollars in sales on 
the vendor floor livened up the vendor 
smiles at ONE BBSCON. Vendor 
space for this portion of the convention 
was sold out by June 11, 1992 - overtwo 
months prior to the event. 


Tony Davis, armed with a collection of 
shareware titles on a series of CD- 
ROMS, appears to be one of the big 
winners at this year’s exhibit area. He 
claims to have made some $23,000 in 
sales of CD-ROMS during the two ex- 
hibit days and was enthusiastic enough 
about the event to send a bottle of Dom 
Perignon to Phil Becker’s table at the 
restaurant on Saturday night. According 
to Davis, once he had listed each of his 
CD’s on his price list, it seemed a natu- 
ral enough thing to draw a line under the 
list and offer a discount for the whole 
collection at $695. "I didn’t think any- 
one would actually want to BUY all of 
them though,” avowed Davis. "We sold 
twenty of em." 


Supra was offering a very attractive dis- 
count on their 14,400 bps modem with 
fax at $199 and claimed on Saturday 
afternoon that they had sold over 200 
modems. It apparently didn’t take any 
to much of the wind out of the other 
modem manufacturer’s sales, however, 
as Hayes, Lightning, U.S. Robotics, and 
ZyXEL all seemed uncharacteristically 
charmed by something, though they 
weren’t quite as free with the sales fig- 
ures. U.S. Robotics, whose sysop dis- 
count program has been under increas- 
ing fire in recent months over shipping 
delays, lack of support, and draconian 
BBS verification procedures some BBS 
operators are privately referring to as an 
“electronic rectal exam", waived all 
verification at the show. According to 
Adam Strack, anyone attending auto- 
matically qualified as a BBS operator 
eligible for the discount. 


eSoft, Inc., developer of the TBBS soft- 
ware package, sold TBBS at full price, 
but anyone purchasing at the show re- 
ceived a copy of TDBS, their database 
option module, and SYSOM, the re- 
mote maintenance module, free. Since 
TDBS actually lists for slightly more 
than TBBS, this made it a half price 
sale. The result was over $30,000 in 
sales during the two days, catching the 
eSoft crew by surprise. The company 
had invested in a brand new display 
booth. According to Becker, "If you had 
told me we going into this show that we 
could pay for this booth design with two 
days sales at a show, I would have never 
believed it in a million years. It looks 
like a feeding frenzy here on the floor." 


NEXT YEAR 

The part difficult to quantify about 
ONE BBSCON was the intensity of net- 
working that went on at this conference. 
Most everyone running a BBS or want- 
ing to has what appears to be a piece of 
a puzzle, and they need another piece. 
For the first time ever, a critical mass of 
over a thousand of them found them- 
selves together in a nice place. The re- 
sult was explosive, and hard to describe. 
Throughout the conference, probably 
20% of the attendees were in the hall 
talking to each other in a fast and furi- 
ous effort to match puzzle pieces. And 
from the feedback we received, most of 
them were finding the missing parts 
they needed among the other attendees. 
No amount of session planning, food, or 
exhibit area arrangement can cause this 
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to happen. At some conferences, most 
of the attendees are a little awkwardly 
self conscious the first day or so, and 
often you see attendees gliding quietly 
from session to session. Not at ONE 
BBSCON. The reception kicking it off 
Wednesday evening was already roar- 
ing with people pumping hands, and 
jawing as fast and furious as they could 
work their faces. It didn’t let up until 
late Sunday morning. The mix of people 
from chat services, Unix systems, 
shareware libraries, corporations, edu- 
cators, Macintosh operators, and others 
was magic. By late Saturday, the main 
topic of conversation was "what about 
next year?” 


THE CRYSTAL BALL 

The show organizers are disinclined to 
simply repeat ONE BBSCON in 1993. 
We want to top it. And that maps out a 
pretty rough course. Currently, plans 
are for a ONE BBSCON to be held 
again in August of 1993. The Stouffer 
Concourse Hotel was ideal for this first 
ONE BBSCON, and probably inade- 
quate for a second one. The ONE, Inc. 
staff is currently in the process of site 
selection and the selection of a site will 
affect all plans markedly. But we can 
talk a little about the current thinking. 


Peering into the crystal ball, show or- 
ganizers are leaning towards a target 
attendance of 2000 BBS and online net- 
working enthusiasts at ONE BBSCON 
93. 

The vendor exhibits were enormously 
popular, and because of space limita- 
tions nearly 20 vendors were turned 
away from this first ONE BBSCON - all 
space was gone by June 11th this year. 
To address this, the exhibit area will 
likely be expanded to some 20,000 
square feet holding 150 10X10 ft dis- 
play booths. The vendor area will be 
open three days instead of two. Actual 
product sales in booths, which was 
much more active than expected, will 
be actively encouraged and vendors en- 
couraged to plan special show discounts 
to play to this apparently strong hand. 


In the sessions area, ONE BBSCON 
attempted to present over 100 educa- 
tions sessions in three days - something 
virtually no other conference even at- 
tempts. The frightening aspect of this is 
that with as many as seven Sessions 
going on simultaneously, it appears to 
have worked. Some speakers were su- 
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perb, others rather unprepared. The cur- 
rent thinking is to require white paper 
submissions prior to next ONE 
BBSCON, publish these papers in a 
printed proceedings available to all at- 
tendees, and try to encourage more pre- 
pared presentations. The call for papers 
opens October 1, 1992 and will remain 
open until the session plan is full, or 
June 1, 1993, whichever occurs first. 
Those interested in making presenta- 
tions should submit written papers to 
One, Inc. 4255 South Buckley Road, 
Suite 308, Aurora, CO 80013; 
(303)693-5253 voice; (303)693-5518 
fax; (303)693-5432 BBS. 


INTERNET 


THE WHOLE INTERNET 
USER’S GUIDE AND 
CATALOG 


We’ve reviewed several books from 
publisher O’Reilly & Associates, Inc. in 
the past. This specialty publisher runs 
some titles that are almost TOO special- 
ized for anything we might need, in- 
cluding books on various obscure tools 
and languages such as PHIGS, RPC, 
LEX, YACC, Pick BASIC, and so forth 
that we just don’t have much interest in. 
But we’ve found that whatever they 
publish, it is always a quality book done 
well and for these specialized audi- 
ences, such books are likely worth their 
weight in RAM chips. And several of 
the “nutshell” books on managing and 
using UUCP are on our must read list. 


O’Reilly specializes in UNIX docu- 
mentation and recently has launched a 
pretty impressive series of titles on the 
XWINDOWS protocol. 


The latest offering we’ve been privi- 
leged to view is titled THE WHOLE 
INTERNET USER’S GUIDE & 
CATALOG. For those a little short of 
time to read this review, you needn’t 
bother. This book is currently THE de- 
finitive user guide to the Internet, and it 
frankly has no close rivals. A simple 
recommendation - if you are interested 
in the Internet, buy it. It is scheduled for 
release on September 8, 1992. 


1. No source code is required to integrate add- 
on options. 


2. You can support up to 256 simultaneous 
users on a single personal computer. 

3. ZMODEM, YMODEM-G, YMODEM- 
Batch, XMODEM-1K, XMODEM, KER- 
MIT, Super KERMIT, and ASCII file 
transfer protocols are included. 

4. A full-screen editor with block commands 
and paragraph formatting, is included. 

5. Message quoting is supported. 

6. Proprietary Locks and Keys™ security now 
gives you millions of security levels. 


7. Users can log into your BBS through your 
Novell network. 


8. Offer up to 3500 public message Forums. 


9. We provide free, unlimited, technical sup- 
port (within reason). 


Detall info on UserID fonald P. Brinker 
Tost 19009 FREE credits to User-14) Christine Struder 
Display current system loating in position 1 
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10.Have as many “classes” of users as you like 
for accounting and security purposes. 


11.It includes a multi-user teleconference with 
65,535 channels, “whisper”, “scan”, and 
“moderate” commands. 


12.An MHS gateway is included; share mes- 
sages with cc:Mail, DaVinci E-Mail, and 
other MHS applications. 


13. You can even send MHS messages to other 
gateways, including MCI Mail, Compu 
Serve, Internet, X.400 networks... 


14. Users can view the contents of .ZIP, .ARC, 
.LZH, and .ICE files online. 


15. You can create weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
and yearly subscription accounts. 


16. Bar graphs are displayed for a variety of sys- 
tem usage statistics. 


17.A common group of “keys” can be com- 
bined into a “keyring” that can be shared by 
many users. 

18. An online polls-and-questionnaires facility is 
included. 

19, Users can request “return receipts” and send 
“carbon copies” of E-mail to individuals or 
distribution lists. 


20.A direct-connect X.25 network option is 
available. 


21. You can tag a group of files to be down- 
loaded at once with a batch transfer. 


22. You can design your own menu tree with 
options leading to BBS functions, file dis- 
plays or other menu pages. 

23. Runs under regular MS-DOS 3.3 or better — 
no multitasking OS required! 


24. User account information can be saved to 
fixed-length ASCII and imported into dBase, 
Paradox, Q&A, etc. 

25.An Audit Trail tracks all transactions on 


your system; powerful searching utility 
included. 


JOR BBS” 


(og Ciiew iota Titre swe tem ele ¥ 
. we werd colin) 


ANNs 


26. Experienced users can jump directly to menu 
options using a “GO” command. 


27. One-on-one chat mode is included. 

28. You can generate mailing labels for direct 
mail campaigns. 

29.The File Library can have unlimited sub- 
libraries, each with its own DOS path. 

30.CD-ROM drives are supported. 

31. Keyword searching, file attachment, and 


message threading features are included in 
the Forums. 


32. You can monitor all system activity at once 
from your main console. 


33.Users can page each other throughout the 
system. 

34.A user registry database lets everyone publi- 
cize some information about themselves. 

35. You can copy whole menu branches, edit 
their parameters, and re-order menu options. 

36.An ANSI drawing tool is included that helps 
you create customized menu displays that 
dazzle your users. 

37. You can offer “upload royalties”. 

38.BBSETUP automatically finds communica- 
tions hardware in your computer and config- 
ures channel groups for you. 


39. You can use all COM1, COM2, COM3, and 
COM4 ports at once. 


40. Users with different keys can be routed to 
different menu branches. 


41.Users can be routed to different menu 
branches according to the phone number 
they dial — run multiple BBSes at once! 


42. Each Forum can have its own teleconference 
for real-time discussions. 


43.The full ‘C’ source code is available. 


44. An “emulate” feature lets you peek over the 
shoulder of any user, putting your keyboard 
and screen in parallel with theirs. 


45.On pay-for-use systems, online time can be 
metered by the second. 


46. We include SPXTALK, our LAN access ter- 
minal program. 

47. If a user doesn’t have access to a menu 
option, you can either display it, dim it 
(using ANSI color), or hide it completely. 

48. You can let callers use full names or aliases. 


49. You can arrange for the system to shutdown 
and execute batch processes at configured 
timed events. 


50. You can assign read-only, read/write, or co- 
management access to Forums. 


$1.Each Forum can export messages to an MHS 
address for networked group mail services. 


52. You can allow users to “run up a tab” and 
generate a report every month or every week 
for billing purposes. 


53.There are dozens of third-party developers 
providing add-on software for The Major 
BBS. 


54.There’s even a built-in screen saver. 


55.Because the BBS runs in protected mode, 
you can add several megabytes of add-on 
software. 


56.We offer hardware solutions to rack up 
dozens of standard COMI/2/3/4 internal or 
external modems to your computer. 


57. You can reset or busy-out any of your lines 
from the main console. 


58. Our advertising tells you what we can do for 
you, not what motorcycle our president rides 
to work. 
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59.We don’t use exclamation points in our 
product name — it speaks for itself. 


60. Our literature doesn’t repeat our president's 
name every three paragraphs. 


61.Our Remote Sysop Menu lets you control 
your BBS from anywhere in the world. 
62. Users can automatically log off the system 
after an upload or download is completed. 
63. You can restrict your system from allowing 
new sign-ups for a completely private-access 
BBS, if you like. 

64. Modem/serial connections up to 38,400 bps 
are supported. 

65. Authorize as many co-Sysops as you want. 

66.Offline reports are available for user 


accounts, user “classes”, user “keys”, Forum 
access, and more. 
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67.A Top 10 Downloads list is maintained for 
each sub-library. 

68.Users can forward or copy E-mail and 
Forum messages. 

69. You can have two CRTs at your Sysop con- 
sole, for a panoramic view. 

70. Our full-screen configuration editor lets you 
easily customize all the messages in your 
system. 

71.A Shopping Mall add-on option lets you 
handle catalog sales and online order entry. 

72.Supporting more simultaneous users is as 
easy as installing “User Six-Packs” and 
plugging in additional modems. 

73. Users can make public or private replies to 
Forum messages. 

74.The Sysop console provides context-sensi- 
tive help. 

75. You can edit user accounts directly from the 
Sysop console. 
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76. You can perform elementary DOS com- 
mands while the system is running: COPY, 
DIR, DEL, REN, MD, etc. 

77.A database add-on option lets you create 
custom data entry or search-and-retrieve ser- 
vices online. 

78. Our B-Tree indexed database engine assures 
power-fail data integrity. 


79.Users can have E-mail messages “‘auto-for- 
warded” to another User-ID or a MHS 
address. 

80.Old messages and unused accounts can be 
automatically purged from the system. 
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81.New users can be automatically sent a wel- 
come E-mail message with a help file 
attached. 

82. The entire documentation has been rewritten 
with screen shots, diagrams, tips and tricks, 
and a clear writing style. 

83.Connect-time charges can vary for each 
function or Forum in the BBS. 

84. Automatic Software Update Program is 
available on a yearly subscription basis. 

85. You can log on locally from the main con- 
sole exactly as if you had called in over a 
phone line. 

86. Users can resume aborted downloads. 

87.A User-ID cross referencing feature lets 
users quickly find who they want to wnte a 
message to, even if they don’t know the full 
name of the recipient. 

88. You can import text into messages from 
other messages or ASCII text files. 


89. As the Sysop, you can log on in “invisible 
mode”, to go about the system undisturbed. 


90. You get a 30 day money-back guarantee. 


Version 6.0 Now Available 
Sales & Literature Hotline 


1-800-328-1128 


Special offer for TBBS, Wildcat!, and PCBoard Sysops: 
$100 off (and you don’t have to give up your existing BBS). 


Call for details! 


91. Users can edit their account information in a 
full-screen data entry mode. 


92. You can ask up to 10 custom sign-up ques- 
tions when a user creates a new account. 


93. A neat utility lets you globally change all the 
ANSI colors in your configured messages. 


94. You can configure the BBS to automatically 
suppress profanity. 
95. A Games and Entertainment add-on option is 
available which includes multi-user poker, 
blackjack, bingo, Flash™ games, hangman, 
a multi-player text adventure and more. 
96. You can have a time limit per call and a time 
limit per day for each user. 
97.The Advanced LAN Option is available for 
even more flexibility with your Novell net- 
work. 
98.There’s a 976-BBS add-on option that lets 
your customers purchase online time via a 
976- or a 1-900- number. 
99. You can receive round-the-clock support on 
our own Demo System BBS; give it a call at 
(305) 583-7808. 
100. Installation and configuration is simple and 
easy; you'll be “on the air” within minutes. 

101.We’re really nice folks who want to provide 
you with the best BBS software in the 
world. 
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Local Aitress: COWBLLA CONUCONAELE 


Supports 
NetWare 


LAN 
Access! 


The Major BBS is a registered trade- 
mark of Galacticomm, Inc. 
Galacticomm, the Galacticomm logo, 
Locks and Keys, 976-BBS, and 
SPXTALK are trademarks of 
Galacticomm, Inc. Al! other products 
are trademarks or registered trademarks 
of their respective companies. Special 
offer expires November 30, 1992. 


GALACTICOMM 


Galacticomm, Inc. ¢ 4101 SW 47th Avenue e Suite 101 ¢ Fort Lauderdale, FL * 33314 
BBS: (805) 583-7808 ¢ Fax: (305) 583-7846 Voice: (305) 583-5990 
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Distinctive 
Ring 


Password 
Protection 
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U.S. Robotics 
Courier V.32bis 


Telebit T3000 


Muttimodem 
MT1432BA 


ZyXEL U-1496E 


The features you want in a High Speed-14.4Kbps Modem/Fax. 
At nearly half the Price! 


ZyXEL's U-1496E offers all the standard features available in a 14.4Kbps- V.32bis+V.42bis modem/fax with DTE 
speeds up to 5/.6Kbps. But you'll also find features you'd expect in only the "top-of-the-line" modems. So why 
pay more for the features you want, when you can get the best value from ZyXEL for less? 


Caller ID/Distinctive Ring Multi-Level Security Guarantees 
Displays the caller's phone number, time and © Security password protection and automatic We offer a Full 5 year Parts and Labor 
date stamp directly on your screen, and call-back features are designed so only autho- © Warranty, a 30 day money back guarantee 
responds to the distinctive rings for incoming _rized callers can access your system. and full BBS technical support jine. 
fax or modem calls. Nonvolatile Memory Storage Once you've weighed the options, you'll 
Enhanced FAX Store up to 4 user configuration profiles in agree: Zyxel's U-1496E offers the best value 
14.4Kbps G3 fax with automatic detection of NVRAM, plus up to 10 user phone numbers and _ for less than any other madem/fax in its class. 
fax or modem calls. Automatically receives, their associated passwords. So, don't hesitate. Call Today. 
pales ne prints faxes with our FREE ZFAX Software/System Compatible 
: Supports V.25bis autodial and enhanced AT 
Automatic Fast Rate Renegotiation Command Set, ensuring compatibility with Hah ZyXEL USA 
Online automatic speed fall-back/fall-forward ular communications/fax software. Available 
allows the highest throughput achievable dur- with MAC™, Windows™ and DOS fax software (800) 255-41 01 
ing poor line conditions. packages. Reseller discounts available 
=e 5 TEL (714) 693-0808 
Visit Us At Comdex Fall ’92 North Hall #4644 2 oy O14 693-0705 
ZyXEL USA, 4920 E. LaPalma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807 BBS/Tech.Support 


Editor's Choice: ZyXEL U-1496E Al! brand names and tradamarks are tha proparty el thait raspactive owners. (714) 693-0762 
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Mustang Software 
salutes the 
Wildcat! Sysops 


Studs BBS (415) 495-2929 Hang Braun San Francisco, CA 
° Intimate Visions (404) 244-7059 Gary Dawson DecaturjGA 
named in the The Source (310) 371-8737 Chip North Lawndale, CA 
4 , Nix Pix Windy City (708) 564-1064 Robert Copella North Brook, IL 
Boardwatch 100 Binary Information Net (201) 617-8054 George and Barbara Eppich Union City, NJ 
File Shop (816) 587-3311, Walt Lane _ “Kansas City, MO 
Readers C hoice MOGUR’s EMS (818) 366-1238 Tom Tcimpidus Granada Hills, CA 
Susquehanna Speedway (717 652-9291 Dave Mauretic /Harrisburg, PA 
BBS contest Walden’s Puddle BBS (607) 687-6193 Keven Brokaw~ —  -~ Owego, NY 
: BackDoor (Williamsburg) (804) 229-7269 Fred Whittom/Peter Conway Williamsburg, VA 
AtlantaCOM BBS (404) 717-9867 Kevin Whitney ‘ Duluth, GA 
Ya WeBeCad (812) 422-9403 Dan Habegger Evensville, IN 
Geneva Convention (812) 284-1321 Head Pervert Clarksville, IN 


The book is authored by Ed Krol, Assis- 
tant Director for LAN Deployment, 
Computing and Communications Of- 
fice, University of Illinois. As such, he 
effectively served as a defacto network 
manager of the National Center for Su- 
percomputer Applications. After sev- 
eral years of answering the same ques- 
tions repeatedly regarding the Internet, 
he wrote an electronic guide titled 
“Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Internet" 
that traveled rather widely online in 
electronic form and for some time com- 
prised the best available documentation 
for the network. New users were rou- 
tinely referred to this file. It was actu- 
ally adopted as one of the Request For 
Comment (RFC) files that come as 
close as anything to "official" docu- 
mentation for the Intemet (RFC 1118). 


In THE WHOLE INTERNET 
USER’S GUIDE AND CATALOG, 
Krol expands this documentation by at 
least an order of magnitude. The book 
runs some 300 pages in 14 chapters. 
One of the paradoxes of modem acade- 
mia is that in the area of writing, a 
discipline central to teaching and learn- 
ing, clarity and usefulness have largely 
given way to rigor and defensibility. 


Pleasure Dome BBS 

Zen Den Systems 
Random Access Info. Net 
Titan Software Solutions 


Radio Daze 


When you only have time to call the very best! 
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Congratulations! 


(219) 256-2255 


The result too often is stupefyingly bor- 
ing and wordy prose unpublishable but 
by the grace of University vanity 
presses and academic journals. Krol is a 
welcome exception. This book is clear, 
conversational, and sprinkled with an- 
ecdotes that illustrate his points. 


The book does a good job of covering 
basic items such as electronic mail, tel- 
net, ftp, and Usenet News Groups. The 
electronic mail description, goes be- 
yond just how to send and e-mail mes- 
sage to include tips and pointers on 
when and how to use e-mail, what some 
of the perceptual limitations are, and 
things NOT to do with electronic mail. 
Like much of the book, this description 
tries to impart some of the cultural or 
environmental elements of participat- 
ing in the Internet, and does a superb job 
of it. Krol has obviously sent and re- 
ceived a lot of e-mail. 


But a great deal of the charm of this 
book has to do with the calendar. Things 
have progressed quickly in the Internet 
and works earlier viewed as definitive, 
have simply fallen behind the curve. In 
Chapter 9, Krol provides a marvelous 
description of ARCHIE, a database of 
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(804) 490-5878 Tom McKelvey 
(209) 675-8436 Jack Porter 

(503) 695-3250 Janice Stevens/Greg Skinner Cobett, OR 
(904) 476-1270 Clayton Manson 


Michael Shannon 


Norfolk, VA 
Madera, CA 


Pensacola, FL 


Nishawaka, IN 


900 file servers containing 1.5 million 
files available by anonymous ftp. You 
can use this database to locate almost 
any PD or shareware program. Chapter 
10 describes how to find someone on 
the Internet and includes very useful 
information not previously documented 
widely, 


The heart of this book is in manuscript 
actually as Chapter 11, Finding Any- 
thing. So much so, the publisher in- 
forms us they intend to split the chapter 
up into three separate chapters. Cur- 
rently, the chapter describes three rela- 
tively new services on the Internet for 
locating things. GOPHER is a top- 
level menu system that accesses other 
information services across the In- 
ternet. It was first developed on a sys- 
tem at the University of Minnesota, 
home of the Golden Gophers. It’s pri- 
mary function is to "go fer" things, soa 
dual pun was appropriate. ~ 


The chapter also covers Wide Area In- 
formation Servers (WAIS). WAIS is a 
kind of indexed search tool to locate 
items based on what they contain - us- 
ing keyword text searches mainly. 
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Alan Bryant at the eSoft Booth 
So where does the soda come out? 


A 


Andrew Milner, author of Remote Access (right) 
“Denver - that’s on the way to Brussels, right?” 


Chat Roundtable (L-R) - Mitchnik, Kerl, Javoric, 
Lomasky, and Brinker 
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Dave Hughes Sr. of Old Colorado City Communications (right) 
“NAPLPS on MAC? Haww.../et me tell you...” 


Wal 
Lance Rose, author of Syslaw (right) on Exhibit Floor. 
“Sure, someplace it would be legal, but here on earth...” 


Dealing with the Press - Warren, Anis, Foulks, Gram- 
Reefer, Coursey 
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Bik. Mee 1eF ED H 
Boardwatch 100 Awards - Canada Remote Systems #1 
(L-R)Jack Rickard, Jud Newell, Neil Fleming 


Fred Clark - author of PCBoard 
A thousand BBS operators? 


Kevin Behrens of Chicago’s Aquila BBS 


“Hey...get your own coffee” Rick Heming, Mustang Software 


“Hmmm...that coffee smells fantastic.” 
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14.4 MODEMS 


V.O2bi5 - V.A2bis - FAX - 14400 BPS 


Internal $243 


- Made in USA 


External $295 


-5 Year Warranty 

- Group Ill S/R FAX 

- Error correction & Data compression 
- Internal Version is 16bit Card 

- Outstanding Performance 

- Simple Setup and Configuration 


705-892-4922, 11 
Online Ordering System 


7035-892-4922,22 (Extension 22) 
Voice Inquiries 


Other Equipment & Configurations Available 


Innovative Technologies Group Inc. 
P.O. BOX 3112 = Arlington VA 22203 


Finally, Chapter 11 discusses a rela- 
tively new service titled World-Wide 
Web or WWW, originally developed at 
CERN, the European particle physics 
laboratory. WWW is much like Gopher 
in that it provides a top level access 
down to other services on the Internet. 
But the Web uses a hypertext interface 
with cross links between things - high- 
lighted words you can use to jump off 
onto another track. You can try WWW 
by telnet info.cern.ch. 


Two things in writing about the Internet 
come up almost immediately and quite 
understandably: What is it, and how do 
I join it. Unlike almost any other sub- 
ject, neither of these obviously neces- 
sary bits of information are actually 
available in the normal sense. What In- 
ternet is depends on what you want it to 
be, where you view it from, what degree 
you are connected to it, and what you 
use it for. Both spanning and bridging 
continents, it is a classic example of the 
old metaphor of arranging six blind men 
around an elephant, asking them all to 
feel of the part of it they can reach, and 
then asking them each to describe what 
it is. Krol actually provides a lucid and 


conversational description of the In- 
tenet, various levels of connectivity, 
what some of the rules and conventions 
are, legal responsibilities, and so forth. 
He presents this information in fairly 
absolute terms, when most of his posi- 
tion is actually highly colored by his 
background and position in relation to 
the Internet. Some of this dogmatic por- 
tion of Internet lore was never really 
fully subscribed to by all, and a lot of it 
is undergoing change even in consensus 
now. Some elements of the commercial 
use of the Internet, for example, have 
never been as clearly cut as he implies. 


But since you must describe it from 
SOME point of view, we can hardly 
fault him. It makes as much sense as 
you'll find elsewhere. And some of the 
background material as to WHY things 
appear to work the way they do will 
likely be very useful to those first en- 
countering the culture of the Internet. 


As to finding a connection, this book 
provides an excellent appendix listing 
places to call where you can discuss the 
topic with varying levels of success. 
Given the current state of the network, 
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it is as good as we’ve seen, and until 
some rational order is brought to this 
topic within the network itself, no one is 
going to cure this conundrum with a 


. book. 


‘ Overall, The Whole Internet User’s 


Guide and Catalog is the most compre- 
hensive and at the same time under- 
standable documentation available in 
print for using the Internet. It is full of 
examples on specifically how to accom- 
plish certain things, without going over- 
board on the technical aspects of how 
they are done. And it does a superb job 
of giving the reader a sense of the cul- 
ture of the Internet and how it affects 
behavior and people=to-people interac- 
tion across the net. It is in this last area 
where the book becomes fascinating, 
and in our estimation, required reading. 
O’Reilly & Associates, Inc., 103 Morris 
Street, Suite A, Sebastopol, CA 95472; 
(800)998-9938 voice; (707)829-0515 
international; (707)829-0104 fax 


COMMERCIALLY 
ONLINE 


PRODIGY ANNOUNCES 
9600 ACCESS - INTERNET 
E-MAIL - AND A HIGHER 
PRICE 


Prodigy Services Company, a joint ven- 
ture of IBM and Sears, has made the 
largest move on the consumer online 
services market with an investment es- 
timated at some $800 million. While 
there is no end in sight to the red ink, the 
service has gained something of a fol- 
lowing with 1.6 million signed up for 
the service and currently over a half- 
million logons per day. If you work out 
the math, they’ve spent right at $500 per 
subscriber to get them online, but they 
do enjoy the largest single body of on- 
line users on a commercial service. 


On September 11, they unveiled the 
most aggressive enhancement to their 
service ever. The new services include 
9600 bps access from most major cit- 
ies. One of the constant criticisms of 
Prodigy was the slow response of the 
service. But the graphics provided are 
attractive and inherently slow things 


down a bit. The 9600 bps access should 
alleviate this problem a bit. There will 
be an additional fee for 9600 bps access, 
and they haven’t quite decided what it 
will be yet, but the service is expected 
before the end of the year. Prodigy sold 
nearly 150,000 2400 bps modems with 
their starter kit at $49.95 so far this year. 
The company is planning a similar 
package for the 9600 bps service to in- 
clude a CCITT v.32 modem. Again, 
they haven’t publicly announced pric- 
ing, but rumor has it the modem will be 
made by Cardinal and the price will be 
$99.95. If true, this would fairly dra- 
matically change the price point for 
high speed modems. 


Perhaps as significant as the higher ac- 
cess speeds is a general change of heart 
regarding e-mail. In an earlier issue of 
Boardwatch several months ago we re- 
ported the rumor that Prodigy was con- 
sidering an Internet connection. It ap- 
pears they will have one. Even better, 
they are introducing a new e-mail soft- 
ware program allowing callers to create, 
read, and respond to electronic mail of- 
fline - and import text from popular 
word processing packages such as 
Word Perfect. The software also allows 
users to send fax or street mail messages 
via the Prodigy service. This "supple- 
mental software" will be sold, and again 
they don’t know how much it will be. 
The Internet, fax, and street mail deliv- 
eries will all incur additional surcharges 
- and no, they don’t know what that will 
be priced at yet either. 


They DO know that they are again rais- 
ing the price of the basic service from 
$12.95 to $14.95 per month. One of the 
main selling points of the service origi- 
nally was flat rate pricing at $9.95 per 
month. History. Worse, the company is 
increasingly introducing "additional" 
services at surcharges. A new Sesame 
Street Custom Choice service providing 
"Muppet Mail" runs an additional 
$9.95 monthly - for the first five hours 
of use. 


The bulletin board area is also getting a 
facelift. The bulletin-board topics are 
generating some 80,000 messages 
daily, with some 500,000 messages 
available at any one time (messages are 
held about a week). By year’s end, 
Prodigy plans to triple the number of 
bulletin board topics to more than 400. 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 


The Prodigy online service is experi- 
menting with several politically infor- 
mative services. The system offers a 
database on federal and state politics, 
and regular contributions from political 
columnists Jack Germond and Robert 
Novak on political issues. The also host 
an online game titled "The Next Presi- 
dent" that simulates a presidential elec- 
tion campaign. 


In August and September, both George 
Bush and Bill Clinton agreed to do a bit 
of campaigning online. President Bush 
posted a position statements on August 
26, September 9, September 23, and 
October 4. In response to the first posi- 
tion paper, Prodigy users responded 
with more than 20,000 comments. Bush 
staffers selected five questions each 
week posed by Prodigy members and 
drafted replies that were approved by 
Bush. Governor Clinton, not to be left 
out, agreed to answer ten questions per 
day for a week. 


On election night, every member of the 
Prodigy service will be able to obtain 
updates on local Congressional races 
every 20 minutes by simply entering 
their zip code. Full coverage of all na- 
tional, House, Senate and gubernatorial 
races, updated continuously, will be 
supplemented by commentary from 
Prodigy political columnists. Prodigy 
Services Company, 445 Hamilton Ave., 
White Plains, NY 10601; (800)PROD- 
IGY. 


ALINE INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE LOWERS 
PRICES 


Aline, an online service operated by 
Newcom Link of New York City, has 
developed a following by providing 
chat service and e-mail on an interna- 
tional basis. Originally part of France’s 
Minitel, the service was made available 
to North American callers at $15.00 
hourly. 


In August, the service changed it’s pric- 
ing structure to a flat $7.80 monthly for 
callers dialing the service directly at 
their 1200 bps (212)935-8787 number 
in New York. Aline claims participation 
from Denmark, Finland, France, Ger- 
many, Holland, Ireland, and Italy. The 
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service also offers daily horoscopes, an 
online psychotherapist, and stock mar- 
ket information. 


By using a free, proprietary graphical 
communications program available 
from the company, callers can also par- 
ticipate in multiplayer games such as 
Red Baron, Torpedos, or Chess. Barry 
Kominik, Newcom Link, 450 Park 
Ave., Suite 2803, New York, NY 
10022; (212)832-8311 voice; (212)832- 
8312 fax. 


POWERVISION BRINGS 
MULTI-LEVEL 
MARKETING ONLINE 


| Welcome To... 


Multi-level marketing evokes a strong 
reaction from two types of people. The 
first group glazes over with visions of 
annuities at every rumor of a new 
"plan". Their calculators chatter end- 
lessly, and they can almost instantly 
mentally visualize an entire pyramid of 
thousands of hapless yucks at the drop 
of a starter kit. I’ve known individuals 
who in serial fashion have tried selling 
motor oil, vitamins, soap, diet plans, 
water filters, and almost anything else 
that had a commission schedule and an 
appropriately motivational meeting ina 
Howard Johnsons somewhere. 


The second group would as soon try to 
suck-start an Oldsmobile through the 
exhaust pipe as to try to build a "down- 
line." I must admit I fall rather squarely 
into the latter group. And that, with no 
particular affection for Oldsmobiles. 
After just a few encounters with the 
anointed of the MLM world, my general 
impression is that here is a crew that 
will generally eat whatever they find 
dead on the road - and then meet happily 
in the rain to convince each other how 
damned delicious it really was. 


The basic premise is that you sell the 
privilege of selling to the next guy in the 
chain. Most plans don’t have any end 
consumer per se, they just keep selling 
to a chain of salesmen. This would be 
ok, if it were not such a competitive 
world. But to build a commission into 
the price of a product sufficient to be 
attractive to six or more levels of sales- 
men, the price of the product is gener- 
ally some multiple of what you can get 
an equivalent product for almost any- 
where. So to be successful, the product 
must be uniquely available through the 
chain. To be saleable, it must also ap- 
peal to a significant portion of the popu- 
lation. There just isn’t anything unique, 
capable of commanding a premium 
price, and at the same time appealing to 
a large market. If there was, someone 
else would make it and sell it less ex- 
pensively. So multi-level marketing es- 
sentially has no economic basis. It 
shouldn’t work at all. 


For a few, it actually does work after a 
fashion. What it really sells, however, is 
the idea of starting your own business, 
working independently, and making 
money at it. This is a powerful dream, 
and it is the essential product of any of 
these plans. My position of late has been 
if you want that, then start a BBS and to 
hell with the soap. PowerVision of San 
Diego may have found a way to marry 
the two concepts. The resulting hybrid 
exhibits some interesting charac- 
teristics. 


A significant, though largely undefined 
percentage of people joining commer- 
cial online services do so at the behest 
of a friend or associate. At least then, 
they have someone to send e-mail to. 
Basically, we’ve reached the point 
where a noticeable percentage of the 
population are now at least vaguely 
aware that they want to "be online.” But 
if they haven’t yet made the trip, they 
run into the curiously midwestern situ- 
ation where "You can’t get there from 
here. You have to go somewhere else 
first.". For many, the buddy system is 
the route to getting connected. 


Power Vision is a Prodigy-like commer- 
cial online service promoted through 
the multi-level marketing technique. 
Let’s look at the service itself first, and 
then the marketing. 
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PowerVision is a computer network of 
high-powered PCs as terminal servers 
tied to a Solbourne Unix minicomputer. 
It is accessible from most U.S. cities by 
dialing a local Tymnet number. They 
provide access at either 2400 or 9600 
bps through the Tymnet X.25 packet 
network at essentially the same price. 
The interface, like Prodigy, and like the 
Wheelbase service reviewed a few is- 
sues ago, is very graphic. Unique to 
anything we’ve seen before, the inter- 
face includes the liberal use of bit-im- 
age photographs. These are actually 
lossy "fractal" compressions of photo- 
graphic bit images. They are a bit fuzzy, 
but good enough to get a pretty good 
idea of what a thing looks like. Com- 
pany spokesmen claim the image looks 
better on SuperVGA screens and a new 
version of the software will autodetect 
more capable systems for better images. 
The fractal compression allows them to 
reduce the file size such that almost any 
image will transmit via 9600 X.25 
packet link in about 20 seconds or less. 
The interface does make use of a 
mouse, and is overall quite good. 


The starter package contains software 
on both 3.5 and 5 1/4-inch diskettes ina 
small mailer easily as professional as 
Prodigy’s kit. It includes a book listing 
local access numbers, installation in- 
structions, etc. We found it installed 
easily. We did not need to strip our 
CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT 
files to get it to work as is often required 
with the quirky Prodigy installation. It 
asks for your COM port, modem speed, 
and local access number. Very nicely 
put together actually. 


The service itself is perhaps a bit more 
generally BBSlike than Prodigy. It does 
have file downloads, and a brief set of 
file areas where you can download 
games and utility software. User-to- 
user electronic mail is of course stand- 
ard. And the service does sport several 
online text services such as USA Today 
and shows menu options for several 
magazines including OMNI. They are 
not available yet, but should be before 
the end of the year. Online horoscopes, 
and movie reviews are generally inter- 
esting. 


Complete 8 node BBS! 


Datalab 


458° 


Bulletin Board System 


Sry % 


| 


intel 486/50DX 

8mb RAM 

8 16550A FN Serial Ports 
1 Parallel Port 


3.5 & 5.25" Floppy Drives 
175mb Conner IDE Harddisk 


1MB Super VGA 


14" .28dp Super VGA Montior 


Deskview 386 


Synchronet Bulletin Board System 


Both Desqview and Synchronet 


are preloaded and 


configured. Just add up to 8 external modems and you're in 
business! Network 458s together for up to 250 highspeed 
nodes! Chatting, Multiuser games, Echomail networking, 
Offline reader support, Batch and Bidirectional file transfers, 
full CD-ROM support and more add up to the most exciting 


BBS on the block! 


Computer Exc 


$3495 


Complete, just add modems! 


hange* 


The Personal Computer Store 


(916) 222-0663 
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Alimenican (UMS ay 


Lae) Commection 


Name : Alexandra 
OO 8 ES 
Height : 5747” 
Weight : 131 
Education Graduate Degree 
Profession 
Children 


English Level : 


engineer 
None 


Excellent 
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I like to he busy about the house, caok and 
sew. Also I like children, animals and 

mature. I‘m ingusutuve and well-balanced. I 
prefer to meet a man not older than SS years 


For more informatian 
contact the ARLC at 
€619) 929-0606 
and Use Reference # 


you very much, 


1-E105 


full picture 


One feature we found notable was la- 
beled GOVERNMENT ACCESS. This 
is actually a mail service where you can 
send a letter to your congressman. Bet- 
ter, it actually looks up who your 
elected representatives ARE and ad- 
dresses mail to them. You simply fill out 
the body of the message and it is for- 
warded for you. Since an alarming per- 
centage of our population doesn’t even 
know who their congressional repre- 
sentative is, this is a cunning feature. 


A couple of things we found unique 
made use of the fractal photo images. 
One of these is Picture Perfect Person- 
als. These are personal ads much as you 
would find in any of the community 
pulp publications catering to boy look- 
ing to meet girl, and versa visa. The 
callers can enter their first name, a brief 
ad message of twelve or fifteen lines, 
and their e-mail address. If you are in- 
terested in one of these people, you can 
easily e-mail them directly. 


Uniquely, the service also allows you to 
mail in a photograph, and for an addi- 
tional fee of $20, they will scan it and it 
will appear on screen along with your 
ad. The photo takes up the upper right 
quarter of the display, but anyone can 
click on the ZOOM button to blow the 
photo up to full screen size. Obviously, 
we would prefer to see them allow you 
to upload your own PCX or GIF image 
and have them do the fractal conversion 
online - without the fee. That’s probably 


old. I do hope to hear from you soon. Thank 
Alexandra 


what it will take to get this function off 
the ground. Interestingly, the photos can 
also be appended to regular e-mail mes- 
sages. 


This same theme is repeated in Picture 
Perfect Properties, a Real Estate section 
where homes are advertised for sale. In 
the case of homes, the information 
about the house, asking price, number 
of bedrooms, etc., are accompanied by 
a photo of the property and the tele- 
phone number where you can call for 
more information. 


The service went operational on July 
22, and at the start of September when 
we Called, there were just a handful of 
homes and personal ads available. 


Another area on the system we found 
most interesting in a tasteless sort of 
way, was the American-Russian Love 
connection. This is a "premium" service 
at an additional dime a minute. The 
brains behind this operation made the 
connection with a Moscow lovely, trav- 
eled there, and subsequently married 
and brought her to the states. He highly 
recommends Russian maidens as they 
are apparently quite steeped in tradi- 
tional family values and take great pride 
in maintaining a proper home and fam- 
ily. That works. Since the end of the 
cold war, many of them rather fancy the 
idea of emigrating to the United States, 
and marriage to an American is the logi- 
cal path. 
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After performing introductions for sev- 
eral friends, the man hit on the idea of 
doing this all online. The result on Pow- 
erVision is a collection of several hun- 
dred advertisements by young Russian 
women seeking U.S. mates. Each ad 
contains information on height, weight, 
education, English ability, profession, 
age, and again, a brief message from the 
woman herself regarding what her in- 
terests are and what she seeks in a part- 
ner. Most powerfully, the narratives are 
accompanied by a fractal image of the 
woman - a scanned photograph. Despite 
a slightly crass presentation, the result- 
ing effect is actually quite striking. If 
you find a prospective mail order bride 
in this catalog of slavic lovelies, you can 
dial a voice number and note a reference 
number from the screen for more infor- 
mation and instructions on how to get to 
Moscow. 


The design of PowerVision is appar- 
ently focused on the online shopping 
rubric. And the system does have an 
impressive array of categories and 
products. They rather boldly proclaim 
that they will refund double the differ- 
ence if you find a cheaper price on a 
listed item, and further they have a pro- 
gram where they double the warranties 
on anything purchased. They list cloth- 
ing, food, furniture, office equipment, 
tools (Urrgh - let’s rewire that hummer), 
software, and on endlessly - all things 
you can order online. We found much of 
this reasonably inexpensive, but not re- 
ally impressively so. An HP 300 plain- 
paper fax was listed at $1559. We saw 
one downtown at CW electronics for 
$1299. Assuming they haven’t buried 
some small print somewhere, you 
should be able to get it net for ($1559 - 
2 X $260 = $1039). Word Perfect was 
$272 - not bad, but you can beat that 
price rather easily. The promoters insist 
they have the best prices in the world 
and promote PowerVision very much as 
a buyer’s club type situation. Like most 
of these situations, it depends on what 
you buy. Computer hardware and soft- 
ware is a tough test with prices in free 
fall almost everywhere. We're just not 
very good comparative shoppers on 
anything else so we may not be a good 
judge. There are LOTS of things to buy 
here - furniture, tools, clothes, food. 
And unlike Prodigy, they are all re- 


200 LINES 
= 200 DUAL STANDARD 
16,800 BAUD MODEMS 


Waiting For Your Call 


e 200+ lines 
500,000 files 
30 Gb of on-line storage 
4.5+ Gb of adult material 
3,500 on-line message conferences 
full USENET message access 
"live" news from UPI & Reuters 
closing stock results from New York, 
NASDAQ, Composite & more... 


ees 
CALL sob 3 aa 
Use your modem (N,8 oe tod 416) 798 

* SYSOPS: Call our voice lines &a - 
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Save Money 
on your Phone Bill! 


Thinking about adding a new 
phone line for your fax or modem? 
Another phone line can get expen- 
sive! The installation fees and 
monthly charges add up! Fora few 
calls a week, it's not worth the 
expense! Create a professional 
image from your home by having 
both a phone and a fax or modem 
number, without spending a for- 
tune for two lines. With a Ring 
Leader, you can take advantage of 
a low-cost service available from 
the phone company, called 
"RingMaster." Here's how: 


For a $3-$6 monthly service fee, 
you can have two different num- 
bers sharing one phone line. Each 
number creates a distinctive ring 
pattern: normal and short-short. 
The Ring Leader "hears" the dis- 


Telephone or 


9 Machine 
| Talepnone 
Modem, Fax, or Oo 
other device 


tinctive ring for each number and 
routes the call to the appropriate 
device, just as if you had two sepa- 
rate lines. Calls to one number are 
sent to your fax or modem. Calls to 
the other are directed to your 
phone or answering machine. 
Unlike other "fax switches,” a Ring 
Leader never picks up the phone, 
so your callers don't know you have 
it on your line! The Ring Leader is 
user-installable with no technical 
knowledge required. It's as easy to 
hook up as your answering ma- 
chine or fax! 


If you are ready to start controlling 
the cost of your telephone bill, call 
us! We provide a 30-day, money 
back guarantee on your purchase, 
so it's risk-free! Call for our free 
color brochure or with any ques- 
tions about the Ring Leader! 


The INDEX System 
(SI7 Brittania Circle 
Woodstock, Georgia 30/88 
(404) 924-8667 


¢ 13 lines, all are 
USR-D/S modems 
e 6,500 Windows files, 
50 new files a day! 
e Publisher of 
the Weekly 


The Optical BBS 


the Digital Publishing Company 
8100 Wayzata Boulevard 
Golden Valley, MN 55426 U.S.A. 


612-595-0801 
612-595-0802 FAX/BBS 


In the USA Call; 


1°800¢2739¢6039 


Pe ishing 


i oe © 
Twice Weekly Computer News 
Starting at... Call Gary Funk 


$25 -00 (303)973-6038 


TreeDB ie! 


Message: #18724. 7654 
Date: Man, Jan 27, 1992 8:25:08 AM 
Subject: Weekly Budget Summary {nformation 
From: Chris Donner. 767,12376 

Bill 


for Windows™ 


Windows is the program to use for saving, retrieving, browsing and 
organizing your E-Mail. Unique user interface speeds organization and 
retrieval. Search feature locates text quickly. Multiple print options. 
TreeDB works with all E-Mail and communication programs that support 
the Windows Clipboard. Use with networks, commercial E-Mail services 
and BBSs. TreeDB has a thirty day money back guarantee. 
Order today for $79.95, VISA/MC. 
Weimar Software 
18515 Annie Lane, San Jose, CA 95120 
408-268-6638 or FAX 408-268-7655 
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Stricted to appropriate menus - not 


sprinkled through everything ELSE you 
might want to do. 


The service also has discounts on res- 
taurants and services such as eye ex- 
ams, tires, dentists, and so forth. These 
are keyed to local areas. The design 
looks good, but as a young service, they 
haven’t lined up a lot of local stuff out- 
side of San Diego yet. We found one 
downtown Mexican restaurant here in 
Denver, and there was a 15% discount 
available on meals. 


The service is very easy to navigate - 
even for complete novices. And it is 
visually striking. We found several situ- 
ations where screens repainted oddly or 
in some cases with obvious errors, but 
they will undoubtedly get those ironed 
out rather quickly. The system was slow 
in spots, particularly when sending e- 
mail or when viewing screens with frac- 
tal images - but not noticeably slower 
than Prodigy or other graphic based 
services. The one thing noticeably 
missing was conference areas - where 
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callers could discuss things publicly un- 
der various topics. According to Jeffrey 
Cohen, head of the service, any individ- 
ual or group can have their own confer- 
ence area for $495 and there should be 
some soon. We hope so. Again and 
again commercial services, including 
Prodigy originally, underrate the impor- 
tance of the original BBS function - 
public discussion. It is always popular 
and systems that don’t provide it have a 
terribly difficult time retaining users. 


What might launch PowerVision more 
quickly than any other online service 
introduction to date is specifically the 
multi-level marketing aspect of their in- 
troduction. The price to join PowerVi- 
sion is a fairly steep $79. The recurring 
charges are an again troublesome 
$18.95 per month. This includes two 
hours per month of free online time and 
additional time is 9 cents per minute 
($5.40 per hour). Power Vision will send 
you $20 worth of the grocery coupons 
of your choice each month by mail to 
help defray this. Prodigy, by compari- 
son, is $49.95 to join, $12.95 per month, 


and increasingly leaning toward addi- 
tional charges for such things as down- 
loads and special areas as well. So from 
what we have to compare with, Power- 
Vision is a bit pricey, but offers slightly 
different services. If you actively use 
grocery coupons, it’s probably a wash. 


The multi-level marketing aspect works 
like this. To become an “Independent 
Associate" costs nothing additional. 
You simply fill out a form saying you 
want to be one. You can then sign up 
friends, relatives, people you find sleep- 
ing in the street, or whatever. You get 
$10 of their initial $79 signup fee. You 
also get $1 each time they pay another 
month at $18.95. If you sign up six 
people, you become eligible to get com- 
missions on whatever THEY sell. And 
you get $10 for each person THEY sign 
up, and $1 per month for each monthly 
fee received from their people. This ac- 
tually continues six levels deep. Con- 
sider the theoretical math: 


“...you will get more on Channel 1 for every online dollar than you will 


any place else. Do yourself a favor and check it out.” 
—Mike Callaghan, Dr. File Finder’s Guide to Shareware. 


° Superfast, state-of-the art mega bbs, full of features, GREAT new files! 
° Online games & shopping, Chessmagic, 2000 conferences, Internet. 
© Over 2,000,000 calls since 1987. 


617-354-8873 2400 


617-354-3137 HST 
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617-354-3230 V.32bis 
10 Gigs / PC Pursuit / Connect-USA / Compucom / Telebit / PO Box 338, Cambridge MA 02238 


POWERVISION 
___ MULTILEVEL 


YOU 
6 people - $60 + $6 mo 

86 people - $360 + $36 mo 

216 people - $2160 + $216 mo 
1296 people - $12960 + $1296 mo 
7776 people - $77,760 + $7776 mo 
46,656 people - $466,560 + $46,656 mo 


This "full" pyramid, if practical, would 
render you some $559,860 in signup 
fees and a monthly income of $55,986. 
And as they point out, the six YOU 
signup is a minimum to get the level 
commissions. You can of course sign up 
more yourself. 


As a practical matter, with herculean 
efforts, you can probably sign up your 
six and see that most of the 36 in level 
2 signup. Beyond that, it’s pretty diffi- 
cult to control and fades rather dramati- 
cally in the later levels. That’s the down 
side of downlines. A real multilevel 
guru might realistically generate $5000 
or so in signup commissions and $600 
to.$800 per month income. But if you 
like that sort of work, it’s not bad for an 
initial investment of some $79. It cer- 
tainly wouldn’t be difficult to do 
enough of it to be online for free for a 
long time. It has apparently been attrac- 
tive to the MLM crowd. The service 
currently has about a thousand users, 
and some 1600 Independent Associates 
selling it. There are more selling the 
service already than there are on it. 


And the technology itself serves the 
market. Multilevel marketing people 
love to communicate with each other. 
Everyone you sign up under this pro- 
gram automatically becomes reachable 
by electronic mail. With this service, 
they have the medium to communicate 
nationally and at their convenience, and 
perhaps as importantly - a built in topic 
of conversation - how you’re doing in 
your downline selling PowerVision. 
Further, the service has a whole area 
about PowerVision itself. You can lo- 
gon and actually see a graphic depiction 
of your "downline" online. You can or- 
der various video tapes, sales bro- 
chures, signup forms, etc. online. And 
again, this is done in a pretty classy 
fashion. You can get a "starter kit” with 
scads o’ forms and things for $39 - 
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entirely optional. And the company will 
refund 100% of the purchase price of 
unused marketing materials you might 
return - without time limit. 


Is it legal? Although the company 
seems to be based in San Diego, they 
have a letter from Jim Mattox, pre- 
viously the Texas State Attorney Gen- 
eral, member of the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives, and now it would appear at 
least partially employed in selling let- 
ters (I guess that’s what lawyers do for 
the most part). Mr. Mattox claims that 
because PowerVision has a real product 
usable by end consumers, and because 
they charge nothing to be a sales agent, 
and because sales agents can’t really 
purchase inventory in excess of their 
personal use, the plan is unlikely to en- 
counter difficulties from state or federal 
regulators. It does appear to forgo most 
of the things we dislike about multi- 
level marketing programs. 


So what is this thing anyway? Basically, 
it looks like a graphically progressive 
online service that is just a tad pricey, 
but which allows anyone who signs on 
to get a cut of the future action. And 
virtually every member then becomes a 
salesman for the service. This augurs 
for a very fast ramp up of an online 
service. If it starts to catch on, it will 
likely do so in a big way. According to 
PowerVision spokesman Leslie Nary, 
they had signed on over 1600 “Inde- 
pendent Associates" by September 1. If 
these initial users can get their first two 
levels filled in the next six months, we 
would see an online service jump from 
0 to 75,000 curiously driven users in a 
six month period, with minimal market- 
ing costs. The service itself is attractive 
and useful, and introduces several inno- 
vations to the commercial online serv- 
ice market. It badly needs some topical 
discussion areas with moderators and so 
forth to compete with existing online 
services. If it does grow as rapidly as we 
think it will, it may encounter some 
pretty serious technical problems hold- 
ing the whole thing together. It could 
use an Internet e-mail connection, and 
according to Jeffrey Cohen, none is 
planned. But overall we think this one 
bears watching. PowerVision, 11199 
Sorrento Valley Road, Suite L, San Di- 
ego, CA 92121; (619)546-2343 voice; 
(619)452-0369 fax; (800)658-1210 for 
subscription information. 
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DIRECT DIAL 


THE NATIONAL RIFLE 
ASSOCIATION GUN-TALK 
BBS. 


There are a couple of issues in our na- 
tion today that are known as “divisive”. 
This is a term referring to the fact that 
there are good and plenty reason to take 
either side of the argument, and a great 
many people do. Almost everyone in- 
volved in the abortion issue, for exam- 
ple, is sure there is only one side to this 
argument. And there are plenty of pro- 
ponents holding that view on both sides. 


One of the most intractably divisive is- 
sues revolves around our relationship to 
firearms. To anyone who has lost a 
loved one to violence or suicide involv- 
ing a handgun, the easy availability of 
the devices seems to be in and of itself 
an evil thing. The endless series of 
“what ifs" and "if only’s" that follow 
such a tragedy lead inevitably to the fact 
that if the gun hadn’t been there, the 
victim wouldn’t have been shot. Since 
the gun is a more concrete and under- 
standable symbol of the event than any 
of the naturally complex causes leading 
to the fateful tragedy, the gun itself be- 
comes a target. And in campaigning for 
an end to senseless slaughter, the vic- 
tim’s family can assign some value to 
the death. 


Personally, I’m coming to believe tele- 
vision is more lethal than guns are. 
Within just my lifetime, television has 
developed into the central campfire of 
our society. And for hour after hour, 
people are shooting people in such 
numbers that it looks like a 25-inch di- 
agonal war zone. Rambo, Lethal 


Weapon, and more. I actually found my- 
self enthralled by a pair of movies titled 
TERMINATOR and TERMINATOR II 
that were nothing but 90 minutes of 
rapid fire gunfire interspersed with a bit 
of auto wreckage. I was actually fairly 
aroused by a somewhat mousey looking 
gal cocking an enormous Remington 
shotgun she repeatedly fired point blank 
into a shiny metallic fellow who didn’t 
really seem to mind and never would 
die from the gunshots. They finally had 
to melt him down. And it seems no one 
can understand why our KIDS, children 
of 13 and 14, are now carrying guns to 
school. Their world, largely viewed 
through a 25-inch window, includes gun 
fire and death as standard fare between 
commercials. Powerful guys have and 
shoot guns a lot. The weak don’t. 


On the other hand, our existence as a 
Nation came about by an armed citi- 
zenry msing in armed rebellion against 
an existing government. Written into 
the second amendment to the constitu- 
tion forming the theoretical basis of our 
current government, as part of a bill of 
rights, was a fairly specific right to keep 
and to bear arms. There has been a val- 
jant struggle in our current government 
to somehow translate this into a differ- 
ent meaning altogether from its origi- 
nal. Several Supreme Court justices 
have decided that what it REALLY 
meant was that individual states have 
the right to sport a national guard - all 
under the beck and call of the Federal 
Government of course. And that it 
didn’t REALLY mean individuals 
should actually be allowed to own or 
carry guns. 


Note that while this thinking can be 
commonly found among legal scholars, 
it’s never really found a home among 
historians. There may or may not be 
good and plenty reason to ban the sale 
of guns in 1992. But in the late eight- 
eenth century, the founding fathers not 
only meant, but wrote down in fairly 
specific terms that the government spe- 
cifically was barred from infringing the 
right to keep and bear arms. We only 
need to examine similar clauses, that 
often go into greater detail, in the con- 
Stitutions of most of the states making 
up the union at that time to clear up any 
manufactured fuzziness of intent here. 
Essentially, ANY laws addressing in 
any fashion what fire arms or other 
weapons you can and cannot own, 
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maintain, and even carry may be neces- 
Sary, good, and enacted with the finest 
intent - or not. It doesn’t much matter. 
They were in violation of our constitu- 
tion they very day they were written. As 
far as I can tell, it would require repeal 
of the second amendment of the United 
States Constitution to make it illegal for 
an individual to own an 80 megaton 
thermonuclear device. Even an auto- 
matic one. He could wear it on his hip 
on Broadway. 


We had a recent case of a Mr. Weaver 
up in northern Idaho that lived in the 
woods, largely in seclusion, with his 
wife Vicki, and four children, the 
youngest of which was 10 months old. 
He sold a couple of shotguns sawed off 
a might shorter than our Federal Gov- 
ernment liked to see them. They tried to 
arrest him in the woods near his home. 
When the smoke cleared, a deputy Mar- 
shall and Weaver’s 14 year-old son 
were shot dead. Courageous FBI men 
subsequently launched an assault on his 
cabin from a helicopter, and firing 
through the cabin door, blew Weaver’s 
wife’s brains out as she stood with their 
baby in her arms and her remaining 
children looking on. His best friend was 
wounded, and Weaver is now in jail. 
They rather did make a federal case out 
of it. So we’ve gone from a small family 
living in the woods, to three people 
dead, two families destroyed assuming 
the deputy had one, and Walker likely in 
prison for life - all over the length of a 
shotgun sold in an area where sheep 
outnumber people by about a three 
thousand to one. He had sold the sawed- 
off shotgun to a Federal undercover 
agent who asked him for one. 


It may be that it doesn’t matter what our 
founding fathers thought. I have the dis- 
tinctly uneasy feeling they launched a 
revolution for independence from a 
government that allowed more freedom 
then than we enjoy today and that they 
would consider our entire system "un- 
constitutional." 


In any event, one of the central focal 
points in the gun issue is the National 
Rifle Association - the NRA. They have 
amassed 2.9 million members to form 
one of the most effective activist lobby- 
ing organizations in the country - pri- 
marily to oppose legislation restricting 
gun ownership and use. They’ ve devel- 
oped a reputation among those who op- 
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pose them of being bitter in-fighters 
who will stop at nothing to destroy any- 
one opposing them. Among their con- 
Stituents, they are viewed as the last thin 
defense against a government bureauc- 
racy intent on first disarming, then en- 
slaving the populace. Like I said, this is 
a divisive issue. 


The NRA has recently launched a very 
wide advertising campaign that touts 
the Los Angeles riots as a prime exam- 
ple of why individuals should keep guns 
for their personal defense. The ads 
claim that "As violent mobs advanced, 
police were ordered to retreat. Terrified 
and abandoned, L.A. citizens raced to 
gun stores to buy firearms to protect 
themselves. But their government had 
abandoned them years ago.” Detailed 
with full color photos of burning build- 
ings and gangs of looters, the four page 
ad, which ran in 28 magazines in Sep- 
tember, targets readers’ worst fears. 


Interestingly, the NRA’s Institute for 
Legislative Action, the lobbying arm of 
the organization, has erected an elec- 
tronic bulletin board system titled the 
NRA/ILA GUN-TALK BBS at 
(703)719-6406. The system is setup for 
NRA members and uses RBBS-PC 
software. The board went online offi- 
cially on September 1, and sports an 
impressive amount of information re- 
garding the NRA and various political 
issues surrounding gun legislation. . 


We found bulletins included a letter 
from James J. Baker, Executive Direc- 
tor of the NRA/ILA, about the mission 
of the system. One bulletin listed de- 
tailed contact information and mission 
summaries of groups who they charac- 
terized as anti-gun owner groups. They 
had sample letters to Congressmen, 
several bulletins detailing progress in 
their fight against the current hot legis- 
lative potato, commonly called the 
Brady Bill. Mr. Brady, you may recall, 
was shot in the head during an attempt 
on President Reagan’s life with a cheap 
handgun wielded by a gentleman sub- 
sequently found to be mentally incom- 
petent to stand trial. Brady’s wife has 
worked tirelessly since then to get leg- 
islation restricting gun ownership en- 
acted. 


We also found a list of incumbent Con- 
gressmen friendly to the NRA and voter 
registration and election dates for vari- 


ous areas of the country. The system 
provides facilities for you to join the 
NRA online ($25) and the BBS (an ad- 
ditional $15 yearly) by credit card. All 
in all, GUN-TALK comprises a remark- 
ably good example of a politically ac- 
tivist bulletin board system in opera- 
tion. Whether you think there ought to 
be more guns, or less, the system is 
interesting. NRA/ILA GUN-TALK 
BBS, P.O. Box 30841, Alexandria, VA 
22310; (800)GUN-TALK voice, 
(703)7 19-6406 BBS. 


HOUSENET - HOME 
RENOVATION BBS 


Ultimately, the vision for the future of 
electronic bulletin boards is not to 
charge callers for access to unlimited 
DOS shell programs. Our hot button is 
and will likely remain for some time, 
the special topic bulletin boards - sys- 
tems that focus information from a wide 
array of sources into one access point, 
available to all who know the correct 
ten digits to dial. Currently, this is the 
bottom of the economic food chain on- 
line. Within a few years, it will be an 
enormous industry, with thousands of 
information farmers tilling the soil of 
their topic of passion. 


This is a bit magic in that the world is 
currently awash in a hurricane of 
largely useless information. But there 
have always been individuals who have 
developed a specialized topic of pas- 
sion, and amassed incredible treasures 
of information in a narrow area. I read 
of a man who worked for Studebaker 
for decades, and can still tell you the 
model, year, and describe the part if you 
can give him a part number. People col- 
lect information about the oddest 
things, - historical use of barbed wire, 
information about the manufacture of 
old glass bottles, Superman memora- 
bilia (he’s being killed off here this 
month by DC comics), information on 
equestrian breeding and lineage going 
back generations. Basically, for any 
topic, there is someone, somewhere, 
who has over the course of decades de- 
veloped themselves into the leading 
authority on whatever it is. Finding 
them can take months or years. In many 
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cases they die off before passing on the 
secrets of quill pen construction or 
whatever and it becomes a lost art. 


The bulletin board technology being de- 
veloped today, allows such individuals 
to archive their often untidy libraries of 
endless trivia about their topic of pas- 
sion onto a hard drive. They can pur- 
chase or fashion tools giving them in- 
stant search capabilities to access any of 
it. And it can live on after they part from 
this earth. Most importantly, if they 
connect it to a telephone and a rudimen- 
tary BBS front end, then their friends 
and associates can dial in and access the 
same information. Ultimately, anyone 
on the globe that knows the night ten 
digits, has access to it as well. 


I should someday hold in my hand (or 
on my system), a list of several hundred 
thousand such information farmers and 
their associated data numbers. And by 
dialing those numbers, a flower of in- 
formation on any specialized topic, no 
matter how narrow, will unfold in a ra- 
tional fashion to display all the secrets 
of whatever it is - how to care for sick 
cats, who stole second base in the third 
inning of the second game of the 1952 
World Series, or how to build a hydro- 
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electric damn to generate electricity. 
And thousands, perhaps millions of in- 
dividuals will earn a comfortable living 
researching, collecting, arranging, cate- 
gorizing, and presenting information on 
their selected topics of specialty. The 
library as we know it will become a 
cottage industry. And through these 
millions of tiny information lenses, or- 
der will emerge from the chaos of data 
that now threatens to engulf us. 


Best of all, these will be interactive li- 
braries. And on dialing one of them, the 
first thing I will encounter is a crowd of 
other people there both consuming and 
contributing information on this and re- 
lated topics. They’re all there together 
conversing not because they happened 
to be on the same street in the same city 
on the same planet at a convenient time, 
but because they share a common inter- 
est in the topic itself - an online conven- 
tion that never closes its doors. 


Currently, there are but a few embry- 
onic examples of this type of bulletin 
board. One of the best examples we’ve 
run across recently is a system in St. 
Michaels Maryland titled HOUSENET 
at (410)745-2037. 


Gene and Katie Hamilton have been 
completely absorbed in the topic of 
house renovation for over 25 years, The 
attraction to buy a charming old wreck 
for peanuts, work on it a little at a time 
yourself, and renovate it to a model 
home, is quite strong. A home is the 
largest financial investment most of us 
will ever make. And by buying older 
homes we can gain features such as 
leaded glass windows, carved stair 
cases, antique fireplace mantels, and so 
on just too expensive to duplicate in a 
new dwelling. 


But this sweat equity renovation has a 
down side as well. I’ve known several 
people who’ve done it, and they all 
seem to share the joy of having done it 
once, and gotten it entirely out of their 
system. A couple of years of facing 
drywall in your frosted flakes usually 
takes the romance out of home renova- 
tion. 


Gene and Katie Hamilton are a bit more 
persistent. They are currently on their 
FOURTEENTH home renovation. And 
basically, they do this for a living. They 
are also somewhat celebrated authors. 
They’ ve written a number of books on 
home repair and renovation, including 
DON’T MOVE, IMPROVE; FIX IT 
FAST, FIX IT RIGHT; HOW TO BE 
YOUR OWN CONTRACTOR; 
QUICK-FIX HOME REPAIR HAND- 
BOOK; WOODEN TOYS; BUILD IT 
TOGETHER. They currently have 
THREE books in progress including 
HAND POWERED TOOL PRO- 
JECTS, BACKYARD BASICS, and 
KEEP IT WORKING. They also write 
magazine articles for publications such 
as Popular Mechanics, Practical Home- 
owner, Home, Workbench, Home 
Mechanix, and Popular Science. They 
currently do a weekly syndicated news- 
paper column titled DO IT YOURSELF 
- OR NOT carried in the Chicago Trib- 
une, and several other newspapers. It 
examines the costs of various projects 
to determine if each is likely to save 
money through doing it yourself, or if 
you will wind up spending as much or 
more as you would calling in a contrac- 
tor. This “buy or build" type of decision 
comes up constantly in home renova- 
tion. 


The HOUSENET system is a four-line 
Wildcat! BBS superbly focused on the 
topic of home repair and renovation. 
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The system is one of the friendliest 
BBSs for novices we’ve encountered. 
Neither Gene nor Katie were particu- 
larly technically oriented with regards 
to computers beyond the usual journal- 
istic level of word processing interest. 
And many of those interested in home 
repair are perhaps less involved in com- 
puters and modems. So the BBS is de- 
signed to be welcoming and helpful to 
those as yet unaccomplished in the tech- 
nical details of BBSs. 


The system very clearly identifies who 
runs it, where it’s located, and what its 
mission and themes are. A very cur- 
rently maintained news file lists dozens 
of bits of news about home repair. We 
found the Hamilton’s had reported on a 
trip to the Housing Resource Center in 
Cleveland, a working laboratory con- 
sisting of a fully constructed house with 
cutaway views of crucial plumbing, 
electrical, heating system, and other 
technical components that you can ex- 
amine first hand. A report on the Na- 
tional Hardware Show held in August 
was fascinating. Some 70,000 attendees 
visited Chicago to see some 250,000 
hardware products presented by 3000 
exhibitors spanning 850,000 feet of ex- 
hibit space. This sounds like COMDEX 
for the Tim Allen crowd (Urgh - let’s 
rewire the sucker). 


And Tim would likely feel right at 
home. Each month, the Hamilton’s 
award a piece of hardware, a tool, or 
something similar to callers who regis- 
ter for a drawing. In May, Mark Allen 
of Wichita Kansas won a 25-foot Stan- 
ley Leverlock Tape Measure. In June, 
Wendy Carter of Ann Arbor Michigan 
received a set of Craftsman Screwdriv- 
ers. In July, Mickey Sadler of Dublin 
Ohio received a copy of DECK, The 
Home Series, by Autodesk. This is a 
CAD program specifically written to 
design decks and patios on a PC. In 
August, Dick Kinsman of Chatsworth 
California won a Black & Decker Cord- 
less Powerdriver Model SD 2000. 


This brings notice to a factor most spe- 
cial topic systems seem to share - a 
national and sometimes international 
caller base. Shareware libraries have a 
strong local following, and much less so 
from across the nation when long dis- 
tance dialing comes into play. Special 
topic systems such as HOUSENET, be- 
cause there AREN’T many devoted to 
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the topic, immediately attract callers 
from around the nation who share the 
interest. 


One of the easiest ways to make a spe- 
cial topic system interesting is simply 
by collecting the related message con- 
ferences from all the different networks 
out there. HOUSENET has already 
picked up nearly 40 conferences from 
the RIME network and we were sur- 
prised at how many RIME message 
conferences are home related. We found 
conferences such as GARDENS, 
GADGETS, HANDYMAN, HOME 
SCHOOLING, HEALTH AND 
SAFETY, HOME HINTS, PETS, and 
HOBBIES closely enough related to be 
interesting. More than a thousand BBSs 
now carry some or all of the 250 odd 
Relaynet International Message Ex- 
change (RIME) topics. The result is 
thousands of individuals communicat- 
ing on home, house, and hearth related 
topics - available via HOUSENET. Lo- 
cal message areas also covered CON- 
TRACTORS, ENERGY/WATER MI- 
SER tips, REUSE IT/RECYCLE IT, 
and HOME GARDENER. 


The system carried a lot of fascinating 
if trivial tips. For example, we didn’t 
know that if you rubbed a clothes dryer 
sheet such as Bounty or Cling Free on 
your skin, mosquitoes wouldn’t come 
near you - something in the smell of 
these fabric softeners drives them away. 


The system carries several hundred 
files, again well focused on the overall 
theme. Many of these are the text of 
articles the Hamilton’s have done. Ap- 
parently their files on how to build a 
deck, how to remodel a bathroom, how 
to duplicate old mouldings with a router 
and plane, etc. are quite popular. But 
they had also amassed a fairly interest- 
ing collection of home related software 
programs. WORKHORS.ZIP seems to 
be some carpentry construction pro- 
gram. HBR.EXE is a home refinancing 
and purchase analysis program. 
2100.ZIP is a review of workshop com- 
puter programs. AMORTZ.ZIP also re- 
calculates refinancing costs. There was 
a Topp’s Grocery Program to help man- 
age a collection of coupons and rebate 
certificates. Another program per. 
formed metric/English conversions fo: 

measurements. There were wider issue: 

to revolving around home life, a data 

base for maintaining medical record: 


for pets, a swim team database, various 
scouting programs and files, bowling 


league things, and even a collection of | 


not very common computer games. 


Overall, the system was friendly, 


knowledgeable, and clearly accruing a i 


growing collection of information 
about home maintenance, repair, reno- 
vation, and related topics such as gar- 
dening. Between them, the Hamiltons 


have over 50 years of experience with | 


the actual processes they describe, and 
an amazing wealth of expertise in the 
topic. HouseNet, P.O. Box 1076, 111 
West Chestnut St., Michaels, MD 
21663; (410)745-5859 voice; 
(410)745-6072 fax; (410)745-2037 
BBS. 


EARTHART BBS - 
WILDLIFE ART GALLERY 
ONLINE 


Conservation and ecology are not en- 
tirely new things, nor are they entirely 
populated by wild-eyed leftists with a 
pocket full of pop science and a lot of 
concern over ozone holes they know 
nearly nothing about. Hunters and fish- 
erman, often portrayed as the evil ones 
in today’s ecology movement, have for 
many years funded and fostered man- 
agement and conservation programs to 
preserve wildlife and wildlife habitat. It 
is somewhat natural that they do so, as 
they have a natural desire for plentiful 
game and fish to hunt. 


In the late 1930’s, a gentleman named 
J.N. “Ding” Darling conceived the Fed- 
eral Duck Stamp Program. In the years 
since, duck stamps have been issued by 
most of states that have any ducks what- 
soever. 


These programs are one of those situ- 
ations where everyone who touches it 
wins - including the ducks. States sell 
the stamps to hunters.‘The stamps are 
typically five or six dollars and hunters 
must carry a stamp when hunting, or 
risk stiff fines. The proceeds that the 
state collects from the stamps, are used 
for conservation and habitat manage- 
ment programs that directly benefit the 
ducks. This causes more ducks. Duck 
hunters like more ducks. 
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But the win/win scenario goes even be- 
yond this. First, most states have con- 
tests where artists submit designs for 
the stamps themselves. This has a cou- 
ple of effects. First, artists who win 
these contests enjoy a big boost in their 
artistic careers. Winning a state wildlife 
stamp design contest IS actually a big 
deal to wildlife artists. Secondly, the 
stamps become very interesting and 
collectible objects of art themselves. So 
the hunters aren’t really being so much 
hounded by state agencies to cough up 
management fees, as they are enrolled 
in an art collection program. And the 
stamps appreciate rather significantly in 
value. 


The South Carolina Wildlife and Ma- 
rine Resources Department, for exam- 
ple, started a duck stamp program in 
1981. Their first stamp was a copy of a 
painting by Lee LeBlank. In 1981, you 
could get the stamp for a total cost of 
$5.50, or you could purchase a full sized 
limited edition numbered print of the 
painting for $125. Today, the stamps 
alone are valued at $125 each, and the 
print plus a stamp goes for a cool $2200. 
The 1982 "Hunter Version" duck stamp 
was also priced at $5.50 originally. To- 
day, they make the trip for around $650. 
These stamps appreciate at some 1400 
to 1500% ANNUALLY and there really 
aren’t any losers. You don’t get that type 
of appreciation in certificates of deposit 
these days. 


For the past 21 years, one of the leading 
wildlife art galleries in the southeast has 
been the Ambassador Graphics and 
Wildlife Gallery of North Charleston, 
South Carolina. This thriving art gallery 
specializes almost totally in wildlife 
and conservation art. Currently, they 
trade in stamps, prints, posters, and so 
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forth of ducks, geese, fish, and other 
wildlife. They have become integral to 
the South Carolina stamp program, and 
in fact, they assist the state in the publi- 
cation of these stamps. A couple of 
times a year, when a new stamp is is- 
sued, they will host a reception for the 
artist selected for the stamp, and the 
artist typically signs posters for those 
who attend. 


Most notably, Ambassador is probably 
the first art gallery in the world to oper- 
ate a BBS and post GIF images of art 
online. The system is titled EarthArt 
BBS, and we found it thoroughly fasci- 
nating from several angles. 


The system is run by Bob Chapman of 
Ambassador Galleries - known online 
as the "Top Duck.” It’s currently a three 
line system using PCBoard software, 
and is actually located IN the gallery at 
Ashley Phosphate Road. Gallery visi- 
tors can watch it in operation. It is ac- 
cessible at (803)552-4389 and sports a 
new U.S. Robotics 16.8K Dual Stand- 
ard modem on the first line. 


From our point of view, this system 
contains THE most serious collection of 
GIF image art NOT devoted to pomog- 
raphy that we’ ve located anywhere. The 
system features hundreds of GIF im- 
ages in various categories almost en- 
tirely devoted to wildlife/outdoor 
themes. The place is a little duck crazy 
with GIF images of State and Federal 
duck stamps from the last twenty years 
and most all of the states - all ducks we 
viewed were fully feathered and not de- 
picted in any sexually compromising 
poses. There are also files such as 
SAVEAGLE.GIF - a stunning portrait 
of an American bald eagle. There are 
shots of the Grand Canyon and other 
nature scenes. Most of these are pretty 
seriously detailed images of 180- 
2S0KB in size. 


The system is also tied in with the rest 
of the ecology movement. The board 
carries a number of appropriate confer- 
ences from the Relaynet International 
Message Exchange (RIME). It also fea- 
tures a 9600 bps satellite downlink with 
TCI’s X*CHANGE cable service for 
various news items and conferences. 
The sysop, Bob Chapman, has put to- 
gether a list of ecologically thematic 
bulletin board systems from around the 
country - each verified as not just carry- 


ing eco conferences, but actually being 
primarily devoted to ecology/conserva- 
tion. This green bbs list is available for 
download. In fact, he’s launched his 
own fledgling network titled GREEN- 
NET and is fast picking up participating 
systems. 


The gallery features a Pioneer LD 
V2000 laser disk unit with some 18,000 
art images on a 7-inch laser disk that 
gallery visitors can use to search for 
images. Chapman is working on a 
method to link this to the BBS so callers 
can actually download images from this 
huge collection. 


Although the system has just been up a 
year, it has already attracted a pretty 
large following. Chapman is posting 
messages of interest about stamp issues, 
art contest winners, etc. almost con- 
stantly and it has drawn a crowd. The 
current rage is an entirely NEW stamp 
series for saltwater fishermen. It’s titled 
the South Carolina Marine Recreational 
Fisheries Stamp. Artist Randy McGov- 
em won the design with his original oil 
painting “Spot-tail Bass". The stamp is 
commonly referred to as the first South 
Carolina Saltwater Fishing stamp. It 
wenton sale July 1, 1992 and it is virtu- 
ally assured to be collectible. South 
Carolina is the first, and apparently at 
this time the ONLY state to require a 
stamp for saltwater fishing. All fisher- 
men fishing out of private or rented 
boats off the South Carolina shore are 
required to have this stamp in their pos- 
session on the boat and are subject to a 
$248 fine if they don’t. The stamp is 
available at 1200 locations across the 
State at a price of $5.50. The expected 
$1 million annual proceeds will go to 
enhancing habitat for saltwater fish, in- 
cluding building artificial reefs and so 
forth to further the cause of fish. At the 
end of the year, the state shreds any 
unsold stamps. 


Callers can view the stamp by down- 
loading the file SC92SALT.GIF from 
the EarthArt BBS. We were a little sur- 
prised to actually find artist Randy 
McGovem online on the system, re- 
sponding to questions about the design 
- and mostly receiving complements for 
this very lifelike depiction of a bass. 


Similarly, the state is issuing a new se- 
ries of duck stamps informally referred 
to as the "Lighthouse Series." South 
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Carolina has eight lighthouses and the 
series will feature ducks with light- 
houses in the background. The first of 
the series was awarded to artist Russell 
Cobane for his original painting of 
"Bufflehead at Harbour Town Light- 
house." This is available in the file 
SC92DUCK.GIF on the system. 


Calling from here in Colorado, we had 
to check, and sure enough, we found 
COS0DUCK.GIF in a file area - a 
Colorado duck stamp. 


Apparently, thousands of people collect 
these stamps, prints, and other wildlife 
art that don’t necessarily hunt or fish. 
Given the award process and the bene- 
fits to artists, these stamp programs at- 
tract first rate art and collecting it at 
$5.50 per stamp, or typically $125 for 
limited edition numbered prints, can be 
a reasonably inexpensive and enjoyable 
hobby - and given the appreciation lev- 
els, potentially profitable as well. Fur- 
ther, most of the purchase price goes in 
a very real way to contribute to conser- 
vation efforts for our natural wildlife. A 
winning proposition for everyone who 
touches it, and a most interesting bulle- 
tin board system. The only negative was 
strict operation of one of those horren- 
dous callback verification systems. But 
the system is free of charge. Bob Chap- 
man, Ambassador Graphics & Wild- 
life Gallery, 3640 Ashley Phosphate 
Road, North Charleston, SC 29418; 
(803)552-0078 voice; (803)767-3825 
fax; (803)552-4389 bbs 
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THIS MONTH’S LIST - 495 
CONNECTICUT BBS 
SYSTEMS 


This month we take a look at the BBS 
activity of an entire state - albeit a small 
state. Connecticut spans but 5009 
square miles and sports a population of 
3,287,000. Kevin Brook, of the Crea- 
tive Edge BBS in Danbury Connecticut 
compiles the Connecticut BBS list and 
most graciously allowed us to format 
and print it in Boardwatch Magazine. 
The list reveals some interesting things 
about Connecticut. 


First, the list contains 495 bulletin 
boards. This indicates approximately 
one BBS for each 6,640 citizens. That 
is a slightly lower density of bulletin 
boards than our national figures. (ap- 
proximately 1:6,250). If the rest of the 
United States were to the same ration, it 
would indicate a total U.S. BBS popu- 
lation of some 37,650 systems. 


The move to higher speed modems 
seems well under way in Connecticut. 
A total of 49.2% of Connecticut BBS 
support connections at 9600 bps or 
higher. Software selection was some- 
thing of a surprise. Connecticut seems 
to prefer Maximus with 83 systems 
(16.8%) using either the DOS or OS/2 
version of this software. Teleguard was 
number two with 48 systems and Wild- 
cat! was number three with some 46 
systems. 


The Wild Side BBS 
Fox Den 
Garlield's Castle 
Scomio's Den 
Cesar's Palace 
The Fine Blue Line 
Starfleet Tech Spt. 
V-MAX BBS 
Polish-American BBS 
E.S.1. 
The Ultra Project 
Connect-CT Multiline 
Midnight Madness 
Hall H.S. 
NEW Amphibian Cafe 
The Cutting Edge BBS 
The Storm Front BBS 
The Light BBS 
The Amiga Probe 
Meriden Adult BBS 
Bruce’s Bar & Grill 
GURPS Connection 
Nursing Network BBS 
Master’s Kingdom 
Meriden Relay 
The Asylum 
TAB Computers BBS 
HH Info-Net 
The OPAL Network 
Phantasy Star It 
The Soapbox 
EarthStation 101 
Lightning BBS 
The Libertarian BBS 
H.U.G.E. Bit Bucket 
Dosadi Experiment 
XANTH BBS 
The Batcave II 
Trumbull Mini-BBS 
U.S.S. Enterprise 
Forest of Shadows 
Green Acres BBS 
The Gateway to Hell 
The Dark Gate BBS 
Anarchy Central 
The Hermit BBS 
Pharaoh's Tomb 
The Cracked Mirror 
Wyld Stallyns II 
Countermeasures BBS 
Baron’s Quest 
The Crow's Nest 
Last Chance Saloon 
30-Mile Island 
The Bottom Line BBS 
Goon City 
Li'l Frog 
The Dog House BBS 
Realm of the Dragon 
Fantasy Land 
Captain's Cove 
Heaven & Hell 
Vampire Connection 2 
Vampire Connection 1 
Chrometics BBS 
PANDORA'S BOX 
Dungeon Master BBS 
The BBS Bar & Grill 
The Billboard 
N.E. Xerox Users BBS 


221-7786... 
223-5217... 
223-6838... 
224-3567... 
225-2627... 
226-3565... 
228-1766... 
228-9865... 
229-4463...V. 
229-6981... 
229-9833... 
230-8820... 
231-9389... 
232-4562... 
232-6710...V. 
233-8993... 
234-0824... 
234-2540... 
235-4422... 
235-5908...V. 
236-3761... 
236-7359... 
237-1131... 
237-6089... 
238-0462... 
239-7428... 
242-0530...14. 
246-3747...V. 
248-1648... 
248-7133... 
250-2001... 
250-7247... 
257-1103... 
257-1960... 
257-9588... 
257-9906... 
261-1476... 
261-4993... V. 
261-6434... 
261-6863... 
262-6111 ... 
263-2573... 
263-4542... 
264-1848... 
264-2394... 
264-3827... 
264-4935... 
264-7053... 
265-3589... 
265-7004... 
266-5680... 
266-7371... 
267-0194...V. 
267-0352... 
267-1433... 
267-2260... 
268-3111 ... 
269-2843... 
269-3509... 
269-3637... 
269-4349... 
269-7969... 
269-8189... 
269-8313... 
270-8676... 
270-9962... V. 
274-0853... V. 
274-3915... 
274-7803... 
280-1478... 
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CONNECTICUT AREA CODE 203 
LIST OF 495 ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARDS 


List maintained by Kevin Brook of The Creative Edge BBS, 1:104/950 (203)743-4044, Danbury, Connecticutt 


9600+..RBBS.. -New Britain 
1200 .... Image......... -New Britain 
2400 .... Remote Access........New Britain 
16.8..... TurboBoard ST.........New Britain 


V.32.....SuperBBS ..... .Weston 


2400.... Telegard.. .... Columbia 
9600+..RBBS.. ...Hebron 
V.32b...Star-Net... New Britain 
2400 .... TAG..... New Britain 
2400 .... TBBS... New Britain 
2400 .... MajorBBS... 

V.32..... WWIV...... 

2400+ ..Maximus.. 

V.32b ...CNet Amiga West Hartford 
2400 .... Telegard......... West Hartford 
14.4 .....Maximus OS/2 .. North Haven 


14.4.,,..Searchlight..... North Haven 
...Maximus.. 


... Maximus.. 


.... West Hartford 
.... Hartford 
....Meriden 

... Meriden 
...Meriden 
...North Haven 
...Bloomfield 
... Hartford 

... Hamden 
..-Hamden 
...Cheshire 


... Maximus.. 


14.4.....Maximus.. ... Cheshire 
9600+ .. Renegade ... Wethersfield 
2400 ....RBBS....... .-. Wethersfield 
2400 ....GBBS Pro... ...Wethersfield 
2400 .... Maximus OS/2 ......... Wethersfield 
14.4..... Telegard...... 

V.32b... Telegard ............ 
PEP.....Maximus OS/2 .. 

14.4..... OPUS .......22 

2400 .... Opus 

14.4..... Maximus 

14.4..... Maximus 

2400 .... TAG...... 

2400 .... TAG. 

2400 .... Maximus.. South Bntain 
2400 .... TAG.. Southbury 
9600+.. TAG.. Southbury 
V.32b ... Maximus.. Wallingford 
14.4..... TAG... Wallingford 
V.32..... TAG... ...Bethlehem 
2400 .... Remote Access........ Bethlehem 
V.32b ... Maximus OS/2 ...East Hampton 
2400 .... WWIV.......... Haddam Neck 
2400....Wildcat..... Colchester 
2400 .... Renegade ... East Hampton 
14.4..... Maximus...... Trumbull 
2400 .... Maximus Wallingford 
2400.... Telegard ... Wallingford 
2400 .... TransAmiga. Wallingford 
14.4 .....MajorBBS.... Wallingford 
14.4.....FoReM ST... Wallingford 
2400 .... Renegade Wallingford 
14.4..... Telegard ... Wallingford 
16.8..... Maximus... Newtown 
V.32b... Maximus... Newtown 
V.32..... Celerity..... Watertown 
2400 .... Maximus Watertown 
14.4.....FoReM ST... Watertown 


V.32b ... VirtualBBS................ Hamden 
9600+ ..Celerity.. .- Thomaston 
2400 .... Spitfire... Wallingford 
.V.32..... WWIV.... Windsor 
1200 ....C-BASE 128. Wallingford 
V.32b ... Maximus Marlborough 
V.32b ... Wildcat ......... Hartford 
2400 .... Remote Access Windsor 
2400+ .. Telegard ....... Windsor 
2400 .... TAG........24 Windsor 
V.32..... Maximus OS/2 Stamford 
2400 .... Wildcat .........csesceeee Darien 
V.32..... VintualBBS................ Stamford 
14.4.....PC-Board .. Stamford 
V.32b ... WWIV..... .Stamford 
2400 ....dBBS...... Stamford 
2400 ....BBS Express. .Bridgeport 
14.4.....Maximus.... -Bridgeport 
14.4 ..... Maximus. .Bridgeport 
2400 ....Opus....... .Shelton 
14.4 ..... Telegard . .Bndgeport 
V.32 ..... Hermes... -Portland 


Starbase One 281-0854...V. 
MacData Koronis Rift 283-1503... 
Wizard's Cave 284-3374... 
Bumm Sium 285-8442.. 
Dragon's World 294-1813... 
{nfo-Link BBS 295-8384...V. 
DRS CT TAX Info 297-5907... 
OtherSide o'Midnight 298-8632... 
Sherwood Forest o’CT 298-9232... 
Amateur Radio Union 298-9989... 
OS/2 Bullet BBS 322-4135... 
The Wild Side BBS 322-8889... 
Lord Melkor’s Domain 322-9447... 
Stamford PC-Board 323-0553... 
Sci-Fi BBS 327-4437... 
Software Security 329-7253... 
Star Express Il 331-9936... 
CT PC U.G. BBS 332-1594... 
Planet Earth BBS 335-7742... 
The Handicap News 337-1607... 
Shakedown Street 338-0312... 
Rocker's Lair 342-0372...V. 
Big Byte 345-2111...V. 
The Transfer Station 347-5138... 
Abbey Road 347-5967...V. 
High Tension BBS 348-8589... 
DreamScape 349-1975... 
The City Limits 349-2016... 
Musicomp RBBS 353-8672 
TransWorld 354-8095... 
Homet's Nest 355-5181... 
ModemNews Express 359-2299... 
Bridgeport PC-Board 367-2761...V. 
EXTRACT 367-4005...V. 
The Psycho Ward BBS = 371-8769... 
Misn. Ctr Fun House 374-0101... 
Dragon's Doorstep 374-1907... 
Stratford Rainbow 375-1751... 
Star Express | 375-8790... 
Dave's Penthouse 376-6105... 
Revelations BBS 376-8231... 
Laser Computer Sys. 377-4739... 
National Classified 377-6758... 
Pleasure Palace | 377-8823... 
The Pic Factory 380-0452... 
Excalibur IV-B 380-1702... 
The Wacko Board 384-2453... 
Pleasure Palace II 384-9728...V. 
The Amiga Connection 387-6277... 
End of the World 393-3411... 
The Capitol 399-2239... 
The Matrix 399-7271... 
ST.A.R.R. BBS 421-4861... 
Swamp Yankee BBS 423-2734... 
The Folly BBS 423-8145... 
EastConn Commdr.U.G. 423-9864... 
Crescent Software 426-5958... 
UConn's Dreaming BBS 427-2920... 
The University BBS 429-7982... 
THE SOURCE OF MAGIC 431-4687... 
The Dark Side BBS 438-1955... 
Orion's Nebula 438-9908... 
Three-Mile Island 439-0287... 
Election '92 Forum 443-3777 
Surt Shop 

Grey Matter Sports 443-4233 
Spinach BBS 443-6338 
Just For Today BBS 443-9570... 
The Computer Caddie 444-0731... 
One Byte 444-1597... 


.. WWIV.. 


.. Telegard . 
.. Telegard 
... Wildcat ....... 


...CNet Amiga... 
..PC-Board ... 
...BBS Express... 
... Remote Access. 
.-Renegade....... 


"_..QuickBBS.... 


... Maximus... 


... Telegard ..... 
... WWIV... 
... AABBS. 
... Maximus.. 


... Telegard .. 


... Star-Net... 


-Haddam 
.Middletown 
.Middletown 
Stamford 


RBBS.. 


..-CNet Amiga 


Telegard 


Wildcat ....... 


PC-Board... 


...Westbrook 
... Westbrook 
...Madison 

...Willimantic 
...Willimantic 
...Willimantic 


TurboBoard 


...Ridgefield 
...Ridgefield 


C-NET 128.. 


... Remote Access.........Quaker Hill 


Twin Towers 
Chronicles Info-Net 
Software World BBS 
Fantasy Land 
The Citadel BBS 
Liberty Pass 
Soundings BBS 
MATSHOP BBS 
HieroGlyphix BBS 
Rest in Peace BBS 
The Chalkboard | 
Uni-Peg BBS 
The Chalkboard I! 
The Final Frontier 
The Rx BBS 
Gemstone BBS 
Tech’s Den 
The Silver Bullet 
The Infinite Pursuit 
Trumbull PC U.G. BBS 
The Labyrinth BBS 
Sherwood Forest 
Hampton Acres BBS 
The Grapevine 
The Willi-Board 
Starship Enterprise 
The Batcave | 
The Cracks of Doom 
The Firing Line 
PC-Clone 
Excelsior BBS 
CyberNet Multiline 
Off-the-Wall BBS 
The Ultimate BBS It 
Enchanted Castle 
Sun of Darkness 
The PgDn BBS 
Femwood 
Nightmare Cafe 
Midnight Madness 
Hippocampus BBS 
Erin's Keep 
Alice's Restaurant 
Enchanted Kingdom 
Peasant's Den 
The Four Horsemen 
Research Group BBS 
Conard H.S. 
PConnecticut 
Quantum Il 
The Foundation BBS 
The Magic Land BBS 
Nimbus 
Bruce's Wine Cellar 
Spacers’ Node 
The Shuttle BBS 
The Warrior BBS 
Alien Nation 
E.H. Computer Repair 
Data Info Exchange 
Bits & Bytes 
K-9 BBS 
Igniter BBS 
C.B.1. BBS 
Mystic Shareware Net 
The Missing Link 
Maw & Paw’s Workshop 
The Bottom Line BBS 
The Hose Tower 
Hartford Grad Center 


445-0185... 
445-0607... 
445-7638... 
446-0919... 
446-8773... 
448-2656... 
448-2743... 
448-6571... 
449-0527... 
449-0647...V. 
449-0649... 
449-1604... 
449-8100... 
449-8101... 
449-8642... 
449-8747... 
449-9793... 
452-0277... 
452-9337... 
452-9442... 
455-0089... 
455-0646... 
455-9093... 
456-1180... 
456-1933... 
456-3983... 
459-0130... 
464-7590... 
466-0456... 
466-1625... 
466-1826...V. 
467-6375... 
467-7525... 
468-6619... 
469-5273... 
469-5601... 
481-6827... 
481-7934... 
482-3324... 
483-5928... 
484-4621... 
484-7061... 
488-1115 ...14.4..... 
489-0412...V. 

489-7920... 
495-6589... 
496-9183... 
521-1354... 
521-1991... 
521-4499... 
521-9741.. 
522-3460...V. 
523-4381... 
523-5551... 
527-7870... 
528-1180... 
528-5831... 
528-7320... 
528-7693... 
§31-1057...V. 
535-4284...V. 
536-1300... 
536-4285... 
536-8922... 
536-9549... 
537-2011 ...V. 
§37-3036...V. 
537-3307... 
544-1053... 
548-2440... 
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... lelegard.... 
.... PC-Board .. 
...- Wildcat... 
.. Skyline .. 
.... Star-Net. 
.... Wildcat .. 
so». Wildcat .. 

.... lelegard 
... Telegard .... 
.-. PowerBoald ........ eee Groton 
... Star-Net..... 
... PC-Board.. 


..-- QuickBBS . 
..... Celenity...... 


... RBBS é 
... Remote Access........ 
... Remote Access........ 


... Telegard .... 
... VirtualBBS. 
... VirtualBBS.... 
... Remote Access 
... Maximus....... 

... Telegard .... 


Star-Net..... 


... Maximus... 


...- Minihost.... 
«Maximus... 
... PC-Host ... 


... Telegard ... 


eee AGIcescscsere 


Renegade 
RBBS........... 


Telegard 


... Remote Access........N. 
.. QuickBBS ...... 
...C-NET 128.. 
.. Telegard .. 
...PC-Board 


“Colchester 
.--Colchester 
...Georgetown 


The Hotline 
Paradise BBS 

The Hart-Metro BBS 
CastleVania 

Maniac Mountain 
The Speakeasy 

The Jungle 

The Plainfield News 
The Zoo 

Nevermore BBS 
StarQuest BBS 
NightTrain- Nowhere 
The Studio | 

Toy Palace 

CoCoNut Manor 
This Space Available 
Five Rings BBS 

The Byte Xchange 
Cops for Christ 
Pandemonium 

The Checker Board 
Adults “R® Us 

The Archer's Domain 
The Garden Party 
Land of Confusion 
The Z-Street Express 
The Sanctuary 
Leisure Time Computn 
Subterranean Net 
Connections Online 
Info-Line Express 
Archer’s Arrow BBS 
The River of Rage 
Sunshine Il BBS 
Shadows of Etemity 
File-Hogs BBS 

The Witch's Hollow 
Waterbury State Tech 
Lefty's BBS 

The Midnight Cafe 
Lobo’s Palace 

Our House BBS 
Reverse Polarity 
DeadZone 

The Pig Pen 

The Cygnus X-I Opus 
DownStairs BBS 
The Dragon's Lair 

C Forum BBS 

Rod's Maximus 
CALADAN 

Express Line 

Club Cougar 
CrossRoads 
Over-Exposed Adults 
L.G.P. IBM/Mac BBS 
Boot Camp 

The Speed Zone BBS 
Dark Shadows BBS 
Firesign 

UnderDark BBS 

The Swine Flu BBS 
Shareware Project 
The Silver Screen 


Satisfaction BBS 
Observer's Database 
Seahawk's Citadel 
Jogger’s Convention 
N.E. Photo | 


Chuck's Maniac Mans. 


549-6287 ...V.32b... ...-Hartford 
561-3571 ...2400 .... WWIV.. ...West Hartford 
563-6455...V.32b ...Maximus..... .... Wethersfield 
563-9400...2400 .... Remote Access........ Rocky Hill 
564-0025...2400 ....Remote Access........ Plainfield 
564-1860...2400 ....C-NET .Plainfield 
564-4836 ...2400 .... CNet Amiga -Plainfield 
564-5318...14.4 ..... RBBS -Plainfield 
567-4795...14.4..... .Litchfield 
568-4014...2400.... WWIV.....: .East Hartford 
568-7238 ...2400 .... Renegade... .East Hartford 
569-7978...V.32..... TAG....:... .East Hartford 
§72-1592...V.32b ...QuickBBS... «Noank 
572-7477...H96...... SuperBBS .. .Ledyard 
572-7649...2400 .... QuickBBS... «Ledyard 
§73-1310...14.4 .....Maximus.. .Waterbury 
§74-2310...V.32.....RBBS .Waterbury 
574-2503...2400 .... TAG..... .Waterbury 
574-3153...2400 ....Spitfire.... .Waterbury 
575-1457 ...2400 ....C-NET 12 Waterbury 
§82-3726...2400 .... TAG........ Bristol 
583-0715...2400 .... Wildcat Bristol 
583-7942 ...V.G2D ... TAG .....scescserssrcseseseere Bristo! 
583-8693 ...2400 .... ABBS .........escsssnseveee Bristol 
585-6576...V.32..... Wildcat Terryville 
585-8576...2400 .. Bristol 
589-1570...2400 ...:PC-Board Bristol 
589-1957...2400 .... Spitfire... Bristol 
589-3273... ... Color-64 ..... i 


589-3400... 
589-4632... 
589-7866... 
596-0554... 
596-1569... 
596-1587...V. 
596-1890...V. 
596-8285... 
596-8684... 
598-0242... 
598-0460... 
599-2318... 
§99-3970...V. 
620-0001...V. 
620-0384... 
620-0562... 
620-0757... 
621-1930...V. 
621-3461... 
621-7767... 
621-9936... 
622-4740... 
622-9304... 
623-3518... 
627-5959... 
627-8088... 
628-4464... 
628-6091... 
628-7899... 
628-9660... 
632-7282... 
633-4748... 
633-9530... 
634-0370... 
634-8808... 
634-9165... 
637-5729... 
637-6710...V. 
639-1555... 
642-7630... 
644-1835... 


... Maximus........ Waterbury 
2400 .... Spitfire. Waterbury 
2400 .... TAG. Middlebury 
1200+ ..TAG..... Middlebury 
2400 .... Renegade.. N. Stonington 
V.32b ... Telegard . Pawcatuck 
V.32b ... Spitfire... Southington 
14.4 .....Maximus. Southington 
V.32b ...Maximus. Plantsville 
14.4 .....Opus. Southington 
V.32b... TAG. Plantsville 
14.4..... Wildcat... ..Plantsville 
2400+ .. ForumBBS .. Southington 
2400 ....Maximus....... .Plantsville 
14.4 ..,..Maximus OS/2 Greenwich 
2400....RBBS......... «Greenwich 
2400 ....SuperBBS ..-East Windsor 
2400 .... TAG....... «Windsor Locks 
V.32...... Telegard . ..Windsor Locks 

TAG... Southington 


H Spitfire....... Meriden 
2400....WWIV..... Old Greenwich 
V.32b ...Wildcat ... ..Old Greenwich 
2400 .... Telegard ... ..Meriden 
2400 .... Renegade.. ..Lebanon 
14.4 ..... Wildcat... esceseccee South Windsor 


GameMaster's Refuge 
Ken's BBS 

The Breakfast Club 
The Music Channel 
Programmers Playland 
AphroWorld 

Bennet J.H.S. 
Virtuality BBS 

Rollover Central 
Wayne's World 

The Sound Connection 
The Void BBS 
Terrapin Station 
CyberSpace BBS 

The Grid UUCP 

The Hub 

The Astral Rift 

ARRL Field Services 
Mouse House Z-Node 
The Spacedock 

Black Banana Stew 
IntStellar Overdrive 
Sound Playground BBS 
HomeBase 


Dungeon Master's Dmn. 


The Star of Life BBS 
The 5th Dimension 
Download America 
Quantum | 

The Computer Club 
Growthline Support 
KMEFC Online 

The Sportsman 

GS Fire/Life RBBS 
Display of Power 
Fozzy's Place BBS 
Hostile Planet 

The Collectibles BBS 
The Twilight Zone 
Windsor Manor 

The DeadZone 

The Cat's Meow 
YOur BBS 

The Fire House 
Xanadu 

CT Veterans BBS 
Empire of Darkness 
Terry's Tavern 

The Dark Side BBS 
Licensed Insanity 
Glassonion BBS 
The Final Frontier 
Mount Olympus BBS 
Info-Net (10 lines) 
Excallbur's BBS 
Pink Rose OS/9 BBS 
Homey's Hangout 
Sam-l-Am's BBS 
Middle of Nowhere 
Pandora's Box 
Stellar Sabre 

The Northfield BBS 
The Reservation BBS 
War Zone BBS 

THE CREATIVE EDGE 
Cave In the Woods 
Active Systems 

The Fantasy Zone 
Paradise I! 

Dirty Bird BBS 


645-0128 .. 
645-8900 .. 
645-9033 .. 
646-3058 .. 
646-5842 .. 
646-6935 .. 
647-3481 .. 
648-1067 .. 
649-2742 ..V. 


649-3069 


649-8193 .. 
651-8666 .. 
656-0134 .. 
657-8237 .. 
661-0450 .. V. 
663-1147... 
664-3597 .. 
665-0090 .. 
665-1100... 
666-4999 .. 
667-0903 .. 
667-2740 .. 
667-3982 .. 
668-2343 .. V. 
668-8701 .. 
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Renegade/TAG 
... POverBoard 
.. Telegard.., 


... lvory C-64... 
.. GBBS Pro... 
... Renegade ... 
Renegade ... 
Renegade 
... Wildcat 


... Remote Access . 


BBS Express .. 
.. Telegard 

Magpie/Waffle . 

Maximus OS/2 
... Telegard 


_. VirtualBBS .. 
... Telegard... 
Wildcat. 


669-2089 .. V. 


669-2511... 


673-2502 .. V. 


673-8572 .. 
673-8752 .. 
674-1966 .. 
676-9804 .. 
677-6087 .. 
677-7848 .. 
677-8711... 
678-0751 .. 
683-2852 .. 
686-1964 .. 
688-0675 .. 
688-4973 .. 
691-0211... 
691-1191... 
693-6014 .. 
693-9201 .. 
723-8568 .. 
723-8595 .. 
730-8213 .. 
732-0575 .. 
735-2577 .. 
735-5504 .. 
735-9676 .. 
736-2080 .. 


... Renegade ... 
... PBBS CP/M 


... Spitfire... 
... RBBS... 


... Minihost 
Telegard 
.. RBBS... 
... Color-64.. 
Wildcat.... 
... PBBS CP/M 
... Telegard.. 
Maximus . 
... AABBS.... 
... Maximus . 
.. Maximus . 
... Spitfire. 


.-. Spitfire.. 
... Spitfire.. 


736-8678 .. V. 


738-0342 .. 
738-2084 .. 
738-3064 .. 
740-7969 .. 
741-6736 .. 
741-7537 .. 
742-5199 .. 
742-5699 .. 


.. Telegard.. 

... Wildcat. 

... Telegard...... 

... Executive Host 
... Second Sight . 


742-6400 .. V. 


742-7205 .. 
742-7582 .. 
743-4044 .. V. 
744-5494 .. 
745-1970 .. V. 
746-4832 .. 
746-9941 ..V. 
747-3481 .. 


... QuickBBS 
.. Telegard.. 
... Opus... 


... OPUS. .... 


... Maximus OS/2... i 


Manchester 


... Manchester 
...Vemon 

... Manchester 
... Remote Access . 


i. Manchester 
... South Windsor 
... Manchester 


Manchester 
Manchester 


... Greenwich 
... Killingworth 
...Clinton 


Connecticut Hobo 
Reality Knocks Once 
Good Times BBS 
Starfleet Command 
Lucifer’s Den 

Death's Domain 
Sunshine | BBS 

The White Toaster 
Baseball Express 

A Place in the Sun 
The Quasar BBS 
Crazy Ed's Spitfire 
Dove Christian BBS 
Souther Belle 
INFONET BBS 
Applause BBS 

The Shuttle Base 
The Underground BBS 
Pontoon TechnoBucket 
Ground Zero 

The Inner Circle BBS 
Demon's Domain 
World Language Arts 
The Quadrangle BBS 
GEM Computers BBS 
Endeavor 

The Earth Network 
The Final Frontier 
Microville BBS 

Star Trek: TNG 

The New Haven BBS 
Countermeasures BBS 
Wildfire’s Forest 
Skywalker’s Galaxy 
Doc’s BBS 

Mystical Madrigal 
Brain Damaged 

First Encounter BBS 
Pascal's Parsec 
TREASURE ISLAND 
Rocky Road 

Tricorp Consulting 
The Odyssey 

The Max BBS 
Communications BBS 
Take A Byte BBS 
Crystal Pyramid 

Star Trek BBS 
Phantasy Star U.D. 
Death Star 

IES BBS 

Shark's Revenge 
One Night Stand BBS 
TeleTalk 

Starfinder NLCCUG 
Phone Henge BBS 
Phantom BBS 
Midnight Run 
Wizard’s Peak 

The Berlin Wall 
Joumey into Madness 
Kashmir BBS 
(George Meno's BBS) 
NORAD Opus 

The Beach Resort 
Wolfland BBS 

The Cracker Factory 
Infinity Foundation 
The Oakdale BBS 
Sportsman Comer BBS. 


747-5105...2400.... Wildcat 


747-5618... 


747-5723... 


749-0532... V. 
749-5370... 
749-6103... 
753-1525... 
753-4711... 
753-7870... 
753-8351... 
753-8979... 
753-9205... 
754-1484... 
754-8259... 
754-9576... V. 
754-9598... V. 
757-5312... 


Renegade . 
14.4..... VirtualBBS 
V.32..... Telegard 
2400.... Spitfire 

14.4..... VirtualBBS 
2400 .... Spitfire 
14.4.....Maximus/TAG 
2400.... Remote Access 
16.8..... Spitfire 

.... Spitfire 

... Remote Access 
MajorBBS 
..... ACBBS.. 

.-.. Spitfire... 


757-5455... 
757-7591... 
758-0210... 
758-0507... 
758-2376... V. 


761-1068... 
761-1199... 
761-9368... 
763-0016... 
763-3485... 
774-6961... 
775-2001... 


_...MajorBBS.. 
«Wildcat... 
Maximus 


775-6198...V. 


776-9723... 
776-9896... 
778-3578... 
779-0283... 
779-2683... 
779-3173... 


779-9112...V. 


... Telegard . 

... CNet Amiga . 

... Maximus ... 
Osiris-SE... 
QuickBBS . 


783-1983...V. 
790-5783...V. 


791-8532... 
791-8838... 


792-1599... V. 


792-7675... 
793-0471... 
793-1339... 
793-1790... 
793-6970... 
793-8443... 


795-5683...V. 


795-8599... 
796-5341... 
798-7837... 
799-0353... 
799-7454... 
823-1750... 


826-1153... V. 


827-1005... 
827-9741... 
828-3899... 
829-1697... 
829-2112... 
834-0189... 
834-0490... 
846-3522... 
848-1079... 


848-4869... 
848-7942... 
848-9662... 


... Spitfire... 

... Wildcat... 
Maximus 

... Wildcat... 
TAG... 
Telegard. 

... Renegade . 

... Maximus ... 

.... Maximus 

... Hermes .. 
Maximus ... 

... EBBS-128 
Remote Access 

9600+..PC-Board 

V.32b... Remote Access 


2400 .... IMAGE ....ssecccnrereneens a 
.Berlin 
Berlin 
. Wilton 
.Wilton 
-Norwalk 
-Montville 
-Montville 
-Uncasville 
.Montville 
.Oakdale 

...Montville 


2400 .... Remote Access 
2400.... 
2400... 
9600+ .. PC-Board... 
14.4..... Opus ... 

... Telegard. 

... Hermes ... 


1200+..SuperBBS.. 
2400 .... QuickBBS .. 
2400... 


. Remote Access... 


.New Britain 
.New Britain 


Kensington 
Berlin 
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FCUG TBBS 852-1890... 9600+.. TBBS .....cccsesescceseene Norwalk 
The Opportunity BBS 852-7282...2400..., MajorBBS... 
Connecticut PC Club 853-9343... 14.4..... Wildcat... 
T.S.C. 854-9716...V.32..... Opus... ... Norwalk 
The Silver Griffin 855-1246... 14.4..... WWIV.. 


GEO-NET BBS 855-9956...2400.... WWIV., ms Norwalk 
The Yankee Club BBS 859-3648...2400.... Telegard.. Salem 
Greenwich H.S. BBS 863-8866... 14.4..... Hennes... Greenwich 
The microSNET BBS 865-3562...2400.... Wildcat... New Haven 
Milliways 866-2464...2400....GBBS Pro.. Norwalk 
Flatline BBS 868-0291...2400.... Washington 
The Outland BBS 868-1127...2400.... .... Washington 
Magic Mountain BBS 869-0938... .... Greenwich 
The No-Name BBS 870-9010...2400.... RBBS..... .Vemon 
N.E. Photo IV 870-9719...2400.... Wildcat .Vemon 
The Circuit Cellar 871-0549... 14.4..... TBBS .. .Vemon 
Land of No Retum 871-6179...14.4..... TAG. .Vemon 
The Brickyard 871-6233... V.32..... TAG. .Vemon 
The Device Driver 871-7665...2400.... TAG..... .Vemon 
N.E. Photo V 871-9500...2400.... Wildcat -Ellington 
N.E. Photo Ill 872-0078... 14.4.....Wildcat....... .... Ellington 
Dark Tower 872-2774...2400.... Wildcat....... ... Vemon 
Apocalypse BBS 872-7465...H96 ..... Telegard. .Vermon 
Sinkhole Utopia 873-8518...2400.... STadel.... .East Haddam 
Father John's BBS 874-1919... 14.4..... Maximus ... .Devon 

DS BBS 874-7429...2400.... Maximus OS/2. Milford 
Dream Stages 875-2924...2400.... TAG........ . Tolland 
N.E. Photo I! 875-6400...2400.... Wildcat... Ellington 
The Water Hole 875-7071... V.32b... QuickBBS . Ellington 
Mark & Anna's Place 875-8889... V.32..... Wildcat...... .Vemon 

The Rubber Room 876-0695... V.32b... VirtualBBS .... Milford 

Tom Sawyer’s Island 877-2864... V.32b... VirtualBBS Milford 

CT PC U.G. BBS 877-5520... 14.4..... Maximus ... Bridgeport 
The Rubber Room 877-5856... V.32..... VirtualBBS 

HAL 9000 878-2958... 14.4..... Maximus ... Milford 

The Pipeline 878-5879... 14.4..... Maximus ... Milford 

Mission Contro! II 878-6355... 14.4..... Maximus ... Milford 

The Last Derivitive 879-0091... 14.4..... CNet Amiga .. .Wolcott 
The Wolcott BBS 879-5449... V.32..... Remote Access .Wolcott 


Uncanny-X-Board 879-7122...V.32.....RBBS. Wolcott 
The Seven Seals 881-0182...14.4..... TAG... Seymour 
K-9 Comer BBS 881-0303...2400.... Spitfire Seymour 
The Charging Rhino 881-2716...2400 .... Spitfire... .Oxford 
The Cage BBS 8B5-0349.......cccscoee Wildcat.. Norwich 
The Suffers Alliance 886-4515...2400.... Telegard.... Norwich 
Grim Mausoleum 886-6520... V.32.....QuickBBS . Preston 
The Plainfield News 886-7287...14.4..... RBBS....... Plainfield 


The Hole in the Wall 886-8336...2400.... CNet Amiga . 
Phantasmal Alchemy 886-8574... V.32b... Telegard... 
Fear & Loathing BBS 887-1663... V.32b... RBBS 4 
Another Bad Creation 888-1042... 16.8..... TAG....... ..Oxford 


The Pigeon Coop 888-4980...2400.... UltraBBS... .. Seymour 
Loner’s Hideaway 888-6789... 14.4..... TAG........0 .. Seymour 
Divorce Court 889-5422...V.32b... Maximus .. ..Norwich 
Starship Logos 924-1680...2400+.. CNet Amiga . Shelton 
The Soft Parade BBS 924-5603... 14.4..... Spitfire...... Shelton 
Ho-Bo’s Junkyard 924-7348...2400.... Maximus .. Shelton 
Fantasia BBS 925-8793...2400.... TAG............. Shelton 
Novell Users Group 926-9504... 14.4..... Magnum OS/2. .. Shelton 
The Help File BBS 928-4212... 14.4..... Remote Access........ Woodstock 
Bits & Bytes BBS 928-6508...2400.... UltraBBS....... ... Pomfret ‘ 
Phantasy Star Quest 931-0003... V.32b... Renegade ... West Haven 
The Lido Hotel 932-4146...2400.... Maximus OS/2 West Haven 
ASCIl Neighborhood 932-6236... 14.4..... Maximus ..... West Haven 
ProDOS News BBS 932-8222...V.32.....GBBS Pro... West Haven 
Twilight BBS 934-6159...14.4.....PC-Board. West Haven 
Way Out Wild BBS 945-1077... 14.4..... TAG... Waterlown 


EmeroGronican BBS —-949-0189...14.4...... Maximus...... «Wallingford 
Network Solutions 949-0375... V.32..... Maximus OS/2......... 
CT Tech Talk BBS 949-9338... 2400... Telegard ...esssscsscsssee 
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CONNECTICUT AREA CODE 203 
LIST OF 495 ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARDS 


List maintained by Kevin Brook of The Creative Edge BBS, 1:104/950 (203)743-4044, 


Tiger's Den 968-9266 ...14.4 ..... Renegade.... 


CT Mutual Alliance 


Danbury, Connecticutt 


Brain Damaged 963-7015...V.d2.....QUICKBBS...........0000 Pomfret 
ET's Domain 966-8865 ...V.32b ...Wildcat ..... .. New Canaan 
.. Stamford 

.. Woodstock 
2400 ....RBBS ...... Sirceeraeeeee Hartford 


Rogue's Morgue 974-1792...2400 ....Remote Access.. 
987-5998... 


BBS SOFTWARE 


In Connecticut 


Maximus 83 (16.8%) 


SSN 


SSS 


All other 135 (27.5%) 


co 


PCBoord 14 (2.8%) “er 
QuickBBS 15 07) Gee 
Opus 16 (3.2%) “N97 


RBBS 20 (4.07) 


Renagoda 21 (4.2%) SASKIZZ -; 
Spillire 23 (4.6%) ~ “Remote Access 29 (5.9%) 


-TAG 44 (8.9%) 


MODEM SPEEDS 


In Connecticut 


16800 bps 10 (2.1%) 4 zm 1200 bps 6 (1.2%) 
ik ‘—— 


4 


--2400 bps 240 (49.67%) 


CONNECTICUT 


Population 1990 Census: 3,287,000 

Area: 5009 Square Miles 

BBS Per Population: 1:6640 

BBS Per Area: 1 BBS per 10.12 square miles. 


Free! CD-ROM Disc 


We want you to check us out, and we're willing to give you a CD-ROM Disc 
MegaDemo' Including Special CD-ROM Benchmark and Test Utilities 


MegaDemo! contains 350 Megs of Shareware and PD software. Including 
Special CD-ROM Benchmark and Test Utilities written by our programming 
Staff, and Not available on any other CD-ROM discs. Our special test utilities 
measure throughput as well as access times in a reliable and consistent 
manner for a meaningfull real-world benchmark for CD drives. A number of 
additional Shareware or Public Domain CD-ROM test utilities are also included. 
The CD disc and software are fully functional (even for BBS use) and not 
crippled in any way. The disc also contains our latest software updates for our 
exisisting CD-ROM products. All we ask is that you pay our normal shipping 
and handling charge of $6.00 and we will even refund that on your next order. 
To order MegaDemo' with Visa/MC just give us a call or use your Fax. 


So what's different about Profit Press's CD-ROM Discs 
Besides FREE Interface Software that'll blow your socks off? 
All of the archive files have been read and indexed by our hypertext search 
engine which creates a file on the CD-ROM Disc that allows for searches on 
unique words and phrases. This means that you and your remote user can 
search the entire disc in less than 10 seconds and the search will include ALL 
of the documentation INSIDE the archive files. For DOS and Windows 3.1 
users we provide MegaSearch and MegaWin our Graphical Search and 
Retrieval Software that allows the user to view 256 Color GIF's, Animated Color 
FLI's, play SOUND BLASTER sound Files, plus view and search for text strings 


inside archive files, all with just one keystroke. 
uy u 
fao adult 


1 
SDN. cd-rom discs 


Pius 
A must have for ANY sysop! Increase Your Subscriptions! 


600 +Megswithover7,200Files 
Shareware Distribution Network (SDN) 
SDN Internationalis the largestnotfor 
profitauthordirectfile distribution 
networkin the world-alsoincludedis 
Windows (WinNet) - DesqView (DVNet) 
LanFiles(LanNet)-Doors (DDS) 
Software Distribution Network(SDS) 
ASP Shareware, andmore! Genealogy, 
Cooking, Games, Graphics, Ulilities, 
TomJennings FidoNet FidoNews, 
BOARDWATCH Magazine's Online 
Edition 1/880 5/92 (requires licenseto 
post), & The Popular Digital Gamers 
Review Digest Magazine 
Suggested Retail$79.00 
Publisher Direct Price! 


1,637 Megs with over 13,840 Files 
Adult Graphics, Animation, 
Games, and Fantasy Text. 

High Resolution up to 1280x1024 
Special File - View the largest .Gif file 
with any standard 256k VGA card. 
Generic “Wife-Proof” Labels 


3 Disc Set Suggested Retail $199.00 
Publisher Direct Price! 


set of 3 


$99.00 


SONY Disc Caddies 
$4.75 Each With Any 


$49.00 CD-ROM Disc Purchase! 


30 DAY MONEY-BACK SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 


Profit Press, 2956 N. Campbell Ave., Tucson, AZ 85719 
Voice (602) 577-9696 - FAX (602) 577-9624 


All of our CD-ROM Discs are BBS Ready with MegaDoor & MegaTerm. Both 
fully support the hypersearch lookup features with .ZIP View, Read, and search 
for text strings inside archive files. MegaTerm is our Remote BBS Graphical 
User Interface for MegaDoor that allows the remote user to access MegaDoor 
using... Mouseable Pull-Down Menus In a Windowed Environment! 


MegaDoor Features Include 

Quick & easy Installation - Directly supports upload/download ratios for 
WildCat! 3.0/3.5, Remote Access 1.11, QuickBBS 2.75, SuperBBS 1.17, 
Maximus 2.0, and GAP - Batch downloads with Ymodem, Zmodem and Kermit 
- Single downloads with Xmodem, Ymodem, Zmodem and Kermit - ZIP View, 
Read, & Search - Sysop definable menus, security levels, upload/download 
ratios Network/DesqView support (127 nodes) - Description Search / File find, 
Hyper Search - Support for non-standard and locked COM ports. 


Try MegaTerm! It's unlike anything seen before on public BBS systems. 
MegaTerm makes online communications exciting again! See it to Believe it. 
The Profit Press BBS (2400 sau - v .32sis) at (602) 299-0693 
The FAO BBS (2400 saun - v .32zis) at (602) 577-6969 
Select Doors from the main menu, run door #1, enter ! to download 
MegaTerminal, unZip, read the short document megaterm.doc, 
install as instructed and experience MegaTerm! 


alrinosy2—aEn- nom 


Windows & OS/2 S| PC Shareware Spectacular 
600 + Megs Windows and OS/2 650 + Megs 
Shareware and PD Software IBM Shareware & PD Software 


4,861 Virus Free Files 
Over 1 Gigabyte 
Uncompressed 


7,000 Virus Free Files 
65% Different or Newer 
Files than MegaCD-ROM' 


Suggested Retail $79.00 
Publisher Direct Price! Publisher Direct Price! 
Coming Soon! 


$49.00 $49.00 
MegaA/V' 


PC Audio/Visual 600+ Megs Sound & Graphics 


Suggested Retail $79.00 


Special! MegaCD-ROM' (pressed 1/92) only $29.00 
650 Megs 8,036 Files - Sound Files, Gifs, Fli's, Utilities, BBS, True Type Fonts, 
Programming, Electronic Magazines, Bibles, Communications, Plus Much More! 


All prices are quoted in U.S. dollars, with funds drawn on US banks 
The prices listed above do not include shipping and handling. 
Special shipping and shipping to foreign countries Is available. 
Prices charged by authorized dealers & distributors may vary. 


Orders Only 1-800-843-7990 
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We couldn’t have said 
it better ourselves. 


.tlephone lines to accommodate 280 callers... ; 


200,000 messages, and more than 500,000 files. If 
COMPUSERV® GENIE®, BIX®, and PRODIGY® meen Exec-PC doesn't have the utility you’re looking for, 


is by far ee ar DEBE: Then you. oe oe chances are you don’t need it. — pc compurinG Mav 1992 


« 
neem 


1 have tried almost all the other major BBS services, 


- Boardwatch Magazine Well, here's my third year suoscription. pr ies 
tbe Without peer, EXEC-PC offers the best file — Thanks again for a wonderful and useful - 


~s- location and download facility in existence on system. This is one of the best spent $60, 
ANY system. One element of EXEC-PC that , can ele Ee AIA see Se 


te heed ter dupjicote inst >= totion as the / 
500,000 Programs and Files * 200, 000 Mesta6es , 
Free Downloads on your first call * 280 Dedicated Lines - 
FAWASTIC Bonkep,! eeunk val Hyperscan® * $60 per year * No Hidden Chases a 
AS ov rere mademe; mee Km |p _ MODEM (414) 789-4210 © i 
Jun it detent gi 
thtw thio! <fiw 


Yee PC and Hyperican ar regisred trademarks of ec ?C Ine All her binds and product erent 
_resines ime Inelemarks of their respective companies. © 1992 Ruec-PC, Inc All rights reserved. ; PO. Box 57 * Bim Grove, WI53122 + Voice (aia 


AR EASO, yo fe 


Multi-City 
“After Dark” Chat! 


° Live Chat with Real People 
°- Private Chats 
e A Local Call 

e Just $2.50/hr 


To get the free access number for your city, dial... 


piNswork (903) 476-GD7B oni iscorzsas | 
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BOARDWATCH LIST OF BBS LIST KEEPERS 


BBS LIST TOPIC LIST AUTHOR/EDITOR CONTACT BBS TELEPHONE 


This listing comprises a list of those who compile and maintain lists of bulletin boards, either by topical 
category, or by some geographic area or definition - often by area code. The primary bulletin board sys- 
tem where the list can be downloaded electronically is also included. 


Republic of South Africa..............00 Henk WOISINK..............0sscccceeseeee Catalyst BBS .............c:ccee (041)34-1122 
Darwin National BBS List................. Meade FrierSon............sscccccesseres USBBS Update Line............ (202)547-3037 
BBS With Handicapped Focus.......... Bill McGarry .............eeceeeeeeeeeones Handicap News BBS........... (203)337-1607 
Connecticut AC 208 .............eeeeeeeeee Kevin Brook ..........--:.csccccesseeseees Creative Edge BBG.............. (203)743-4044 
Seattle AC 206/West Washington .... Bob Dinse/Nanook..............0:60 Eskimo North.............-0:00e00 (206)367-3837 
Autocad Related BBS.................006 JASON OSGOOA............cccceesereeeree Alacrity BBS..............ccssseee (206)643-5477 
Kitsap County Washington ............... Michael Schuyler ....................00 Quicksilver BBS.................. (206)780-2011 
Astronomy/Space BBS...................005 John PICKENS ............::cceescceeresees Starbase III BBS................... (209)432-2487 
Central California AC 209................. Jack Porter/Madera UG.............. Zen Den Systems................ (209)675-8436 
Graphical User Interface BBS. .......... David Shapiro .............csccceseree The Gooey (GUI) BBS......... (212)876-5885 
Southern Califomia..............-.:esee Mike Hefferman ................c2c006- SOCAL Cornet ...........00:00000 (213)422-7942 
96 List - 9600+bps BBG................... Ken Sukimoto .............c:c:ccceeeeees Downtown BBG.............0000+ (213)484-0260 
Open Access UNIX Site List............. Phil Eschallier ................::c0000c0e LGNP1 (login:BBS).............. (215)348-9727 
Area Code 215 PA and 609 NuJ........ RonBrandt...2.2 eee Satalink BBS..................0006 (215)364-3324 
Cleveland Area 216..........::csssscscseees EricsRickinve cee ee Wine Cellar ..............::ccecceees (216)382-2558 
Ham/Amateur Radio BBG................. Stamistatempecsercceseeereveceseteeeres SWINKS BBS ..........s:ccceseceee (301)590-9629 
Handicapped Issues BBG................. Richard Barth.............:sccccsssreeeees HEX BBS 12 eee (301)593-7357 
Baltimore Area 301.............cssccssccee Phillip Bailey ...............:ccesseeeeeees Baltimore BBS News............ (301)633-7870 
Desktop Publishing BBS .................. ErankfAtleeit-c.<.ccccc essere Infinite Perspective .............. (301)924-0398 
Conservation/Nature BBS List.......... D.Wendling/JS Christianso........ Osprey’s Nest...............00088 (301)989-9036 
Medical Issues BBS .............scseeeeeeees Edward Del Grosso.................2 BlackiBagits:t ete (302)731-1998 
South Florida Area 305/407 ............. Ericalinavese.ciscaceectvercessees Silicon Beach BBG............... (305)474-6512 
California AC 310 ...........cccceeeeeeeeeee STOO AE Ce cscoccccpcnoccccoreceseecenenon Illusions BBS ...................066. (310)804-3324 
Detroit Area 313 ............ccsssssrcesrseeees Horst Mann .........:ssesscsseesseneeeeees Tony's Come ..........:...0s00000 (313)754-1131 
ASP BBS Member List................0006 Bob Ostrander ...............-sccsccceeee RBS-BBSi.s eae (317)856-2087 
Engineering Related BBG................. Arthur Petrzelka .............ssccceeeseee Computer Plumber .............. (319)337-6723 
Rhode Island Area 401 ...........::.0000 Mike Labbe .............:ccccsccceseseeeee Eagle's NeSt ...........0csscesees (401)732-5292 
NAPLPS Graphics BBG................000 Edi Pimentel. ccscescsctccn tess: IIBGIBESH eee (404)498-4254 
Atlanta Area 404.00... eesccsessssseeees Online Atlanta Society ............... OASIS 3 82. nt eee (404)627-2662 
Atlanta Area 404.00... ceceteeeeees Rodney Aloia ............csscccessrerees INDEX System..............2c006 (404)924-8472 
Orlando Florida AC 407... Matt: Drunysecss. ...0:cig ces teevtotees LondoniBBsn.ccucscue ees (407)423-5226 
National BBS List ..................seccsseees DP Mclntire/Beth Spotts ............ AmeribOard ...........csssseseceeees (412)349-6862 
Milwaukee Area 414.............csseceeees Jay Jadofsky .......ccesesscseceseeees PriplanuS 2. .c-cescccesecseseczesees (414)442-0170 
Arkansas Area 501 ............csscesseseeees Bob Underdown............sccsssssees The Gaslight BBS................. (501)444-8420 
Portland Oregon BBG...............sssese Lisa: GronKke'iaccstcesceccrmscsscseeces DawGone Disgusted............ (503)297-9145 
New Orleans BBS List..................06. JOHIONGS: v.25. thats ee Southem Star BBS. .............. (504)885-5928 
San Francisco Area 408/415/510..... Julie MCGrew..........ccccsseeceesceeeees Bay List BBS... eeeees (510)339-1045 
Austin Area BBS List AC 512........... Michael Allen Menoskey............ -—ACES BBO —— seen eee (512)258-9989 
Be es eC ES Sire tcc csnochatan cas-s.ancenteasess Joseph Caplinger & Son............ Mel's BOS ee cnet eae (513)236-1229 
List of Gay/Lesbian BBS .................. Eric Blaitgtecssesc.ssecccasrate cea essecaones SSE BBS eee (514)597-2409 
AC 516 Free Shareware BBS. .......... Harold Stein ............:cccsesesceeeeeeees Long Island Exchange......... (516)385-7882 
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BOARDWATCH LIST OF BBS LIST KEEPERS 


BBS LIST TOPIC LIST AUTHOR/EDITOR CONTACT BBS TELEPHONE 


The List National BBS List PDSLO (The List) (516)938-6722 
Area Code 517 - Mid-Michigan i inski Wolverine BBS (517)695-9952 
Wisconsin 608 JW-PC Dataflex. HST (608)837-1923 
South Jersey Area 609 The Casino EBBS (609)561-3377 
New Jersey Area 201/609/908 : Praedo BBS (609)953-0769 
Minnesota Twin Cities AC 612 Abiogenetic BBS (612)489-7983 
San Diego, CA AC 619 i Computor’s Edge (619)573-1675 
Apple II BBS with Internet con i (619)670-5379 
Virginia AC 703/804 icki (703)366-4620 
OS/2 BBS Systems (703)385-4325 
Washington DC BBS List i (703)425-2505 
Geneology Related BBS i : (703)528-2612 
Ontario Area 705 Alex Draper Cottage Country BBS (705)835-6192 
Black Issue BBS Arthur McGee BDPA Bay Area BBS (707)552-3314 
Chicago i Stillwaters (708)403-2826 
Chicago i (708)801-0823 
Airline Pilo#JUMPSEAT BBSs ChicAAgo Hangar (708)980-1613 
Houston Area 713 id E. Atomic Cafe BBS (713)530-8875 
Rochester NY AC 716 Logan’s Run (716)256-2659 
National 800 Number BBS List i Hayes Online (800)874-2937 
CompuCom Modem BBS List Referral Market BBS (803)297-4395 
Macintosh BBS Bill Taylor Fort Mill Tabby (803)548-0800 
Ecology/Conservation BBS Bob Chapman EarthArt BBS (803)552-4389 
Wildcat! BBS i Wildcat! HQ (805)395-0650 
Central California Area 805 His Board (805)652-1478 
Technical Support BBS List Digicom BBS (812)479-1310 
Kansas City Area 816/913 i Sound Advice (816)436-4516 
Dallas/Ft Worth Area 214/817 i (817)784-1178 
National Adult BBS List Clayton Manson i : (904)476-1270 
Computer Shopper BBS List BBS Press Service i (913)478-3088 
OS/2 Related BBS i i : (918)481-5715 

Linda Hargraves Access America (918)747-2542 
Raleigh NC Area Code 919 Mike Stroud Micro Message Svc (919)779-6674 
U.S.S.R. BBS List Serge Terekhov Court Crimson King 7-3832-356722 


The Meeting House BBS 
401) 848-2200 Newport 
don eh 1606 Providence 
(401) 624-8744 Tiverton & Fall River MA 
ENN 


PCOM in ASIA is are to introduce a monthly electronic 
j newsletter MONSOON”, sh ch features news of BBSs, and tele- 
- commmications fei, Retaewide. 


I 
i Why don’t you place “MONSOON” next to Boardwatch and USA- | 
H tod? in your bulletin board? Just as little as 1,500 yen 
! or US$15.00- per month. 
! 
1 
I 


The latest issue is available at Boardwatch BBS’s on-line - 
! se ae area at 303-973-4222, 


7 
Fon =~ 
t ‘or more details, contact Masaru Ikeda via Boardwatch_ BBS, 
! 101015, 1446(CompuServe), or masaru@twics. co. jp(Internet). 


a 
ed 
pcomin 


300-9600 baud 8-N-1 Online MALL 
AS Fy 13 lines & growing Active CHAT membership 
over 50,000 files avallable Muli-player Arcade style games 
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BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE 


Classified Electronic Bulletin Board Advertisements 


Advertise your electronic bulletin board/online information service in Boardwatch Magazine. Let our read- 
ers know who you are and what you’re doing with on-line technology. To order a BBS ad in the Board- 
watch Classified BBS ad section, call the Boardwatch BBS at (303)973-4222 and use our online ad entry 
system. In addition to standard list information, enter up to 255 characters of text describing your online 
service. - all for $25 per month. Master Card or Visa only. 


Chat Chalet (201)791-8850 Saddle Brook New 
Jersey since 04/91. Sysop: Ron Meier. Using 
Galacticomm 5.31 with 16 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 120 MB storage. Supra at 2400 bps. $10.00 
Monthly fee. Chat System. We have Files Gif's 
Horoscopes Bingo Blackjack Poker Checkers & 
Chess and a lot of Friendly users. 


The Download America BBS (203)676-1708 
Farmington Connecticut since 09/88. Sysop: Eric 
Knight. Using RBBS 17.4 with 6 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 1200 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 
14400 bps. $10 one-time! fee. Named one of TOP 
FIVE BBSs in United States; “Poumelle’s Pick" in 
Jerry Pournelle’s new book! "BBS OF THE 
MONTH" in Computer Shopper. 40.000 files online 
including all PC-SIG! Users from 35 countries! 
FREE international messaging! FUN! 


Computers & Dreams BBS (212)888-6565 New 
York New York since 01/91. Sysop: William P. 
Stewart. Using PCBoard 14.5a/E6 with 6 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 2600 MB storage. U.S. 
Robotics at 57600 bps. No fee. New York City’s Best 
BBS! You don't believe us? Well call and find out for 
yourself. It's FREE. How can you go wrong? Dozens 
of GAMES, 1000s of FILES, 1000s of GIFs, USA 
Today & Boardwatch Magazine ON-Line, Prizes, 
RIME & ThrobNet, PC Pursuitable: NYNYO. 


THE RED PHONE NETWORK (212)924-1138 New 
York NY since 09/88. Sysop: Chris Welber. Using 
PCBoard 14.5a with 6 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
3200 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $$45 
Annually fee. Runs on a local area network with 
RIME, Smarinet & Intelec mail networks. CD-ROM. 
Custom PC and network support and service. 
Novell, Lantastic and communications. Visa, 
Mastercard and Discover accepted. Free voice 
hotline (212)924-6899 


The BCS BBS (213)962-2902 Los Angeles 
Califomia since 02/92. Sysop: Bill Weinman. Using 
WildCat 3.51p with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
1500 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 16800 bps. $52 
Annually fee. Los Angeles (213 A/C) BBS- The BCS 
BBS, Four High Speed Modems (DS) and growing. 
Gigs of files with the latest files added every day. 
Robocomm, Qsoftware support. Intelligent 
Coversations, Excellent Conferences, expanding 
On-Line Servies.Free Access. 


The Anterra Network (215)675-3851 Hatboro 
Pennsylvania since 03/90. Sysop: Steve Ferguson. 
Using WildCat! 3.52 with 6 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 2300 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. 
$5 Monthly fee. Philadelphia Area's Best BBS! 
Basic access is free, so give us a call! Over 8,000 
Files online. 10,000 Messages on 3 national Nets. 
Many online games (Some multi-user Real time). 
Adult areas with our own Models. Swinger’s 
Connections. Six way chats. 


VB/OnLine (216)694-5734 Cleveland Ohio since 
07/31. Sysop: Charles Stack. Using TBBS 2.2M 
with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 700 MB storage. 
Multitech at 9600 bps. $19.50 Annually fee. New 
BBS dedicated solely to supporting Visual Basic 
programmers. Features include: hundreds of files 
(freeware, shareware, demos, tips, tricks); e-mail 
system for questions, answers, and discussions; 
discounts for subscribers on VB Books and VB 
products. 


Book Stacks Unlimited, Inc. (216)861-0469 
Cleveland Ohio since 03/92. Sysop: Charles Stack. 
Using TBBS 2.2 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
2000 MB storage. Multitech at 9600 bps. No fee. 
On-line book store and reader's conference with 
over 600,000 titles. Search for books by author, title 
or subject. Pick your titles, place your order and we'll 
ship them directly to you. Eam credit for FREE 
books. VISA/MC/AMEX/DISCOVER accepted. 


PCBOARD BBS OPERATORS 


Clark Development Company, Inc., 
developer of PCBoard BBS Soft- 
ware, has made a standing offer to 
pay 50% of the cost of any classified 
advertisement in Boardwatch 
Magazine placed by any BBS that 
notes their use of PCBoard 14.5a 
or later software. 

Your cost for an ad here: $12.50 


Stoic Financial BBS (303)238-0588 Wheat Ridge 
Colorado since 08/91. Sysop: Richard Hiatt. Using 
WildCat 1.03 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 120 
MB storage. Hayes at 2400 bps. No fee. Financial 
Information on all markets, commodities, stocks, 
futures and options. Gif charts, spreadsheet ready 
templates, 1-2-3 ready price history files. Dir. of 
Investment & Trading Professionals. Educational & 
Technical info on trading strategies. 


The Bird Info Network (303)423-9775 Arvada 
Colorado since 12/91. Sysop: Terry Rune. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 500 
MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $35 
Annually fee. All you ever wanted to know about 
EXOTIC CAGE BIRDS! Breeding, handfeeding, 
keeping as pets! Chat, Online Games, Usenet 
Newsgroups, Intemet Mail, Fido Echos. 
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THe GaRBaGe DuMP BBS (303)457-1111 Denver, 
CO & Albuquerque, NM since 12/90. Sysop: Simon 
Clement/Dean Keri/David Kerl. Using Galacticomm 
MBBS 3.51 with 39 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
635 MB storage. Supra at 14400 bps. $ FREE 90 
Days fee. Access in Albuquerque: 505-294-5675 
FREE w/Validation Form, INSTANT Validation with 
Visa/MC. Online ADULT CHAT, files, multiplayer 
games, UNCENSORED SiGs. 1200+ Calls/Day, 
PURSUITABLE. Our motto says it all: CAUTION! 
ADULTS AT PLAY! Voice 505-294-4980. 


The Comm-Post (303)534-4646 Denver Colorado 
since 06/86. Sysop: Brian P. Bartee. Using TBBS 
2.2M with 8 lines on MS-DOS 8088 with 3000 MB 
storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $40 Annually 
fee. ASP-Approved BBS & one of the finest 
collections of |BM-Compatible Shareware. Many 
free download areas including extensive libraries of 
Astronomy Software & Data files. Access to 100's of 
Message Echos. VISA/MC/AMEX/DISCOVER 
Welcome. Voice: (303)534-4538 


METROLINE BBS (303)556-3824 Denver 
Colorado since 06/92. Sysop: Walt Copley. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 20 MB 
storage. Hayes at 9600 bps. No fee. Phil Becker 
used this one to illustrate the range and diversity of 
BBS. Visit Cyberspace Classroom for college credit 
for on-line classes. Review & submit your expertise 
to Professional Publishing; check the Reunion 
Registry for your class reunion. 


Pinecliffe BBS (303)642-7463 Pinecliffe Colorado 
since 01/82. Sysop: Craig Baker. Using Ultrabbs 
2.09Beta with 10 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 5100 
MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. 
Largest BBS in RockyMin Area. FREE ($20/yr gets 
2hrs/day. $100 Lifetime membership.) 27,000 zips. 
CD-Roms online. Games. Home of CDBREG - 
allows immediate upgrades with credit card. Sysop 
also a computer store. NightOw! Rom $79. Help us 
grow. 


Goldmine (303)665-8825 Denver Colorado since 
04/92. Sysop: Eric Taylor. Using Wafile 4.0 with 4 
lines on UNIX with 1200 MB storage. Zoom at 14400 
bps. No fee. Entrepreneurs only. if you have ever 
wanted to have your own computer based business, 
check this out. IBM-PC business shareware, online 
tips on running your business, free product samples, 
Intemet mail, Usenet news and more. 


Sound Doctrine Church's BBS (303)680-7209 
Aurora Colorado since 01/87. Sysop: Tim Williams. 
Using TBBS 2.2M with 3 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 700 MB storage. Supra at 9600 bps. No fee. For 
serious Christianity only! Where non-believers can 
ask the questions their Christian friends wish they 
wouldn't. Free items can be ordered while on-line. 
Look for the women’s echo called Adam's Rib and 
our intemational echos. Find out who equals 666 


Rocky Mountain Information Exchange 
(303)791-4330 Highlands Ranch Colorado since 
08/82. Sysop: Larry Kayser. Using TBBS 2.2M with 
4 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 1200 MB storage. 
U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $49.95 Annually fee. 
Featuring multi-user games. Social, Technical and 
Adults only worldwide message areas and multi-line 
"CB" chat areas. Social and Adults only 
matchmakers. 1, 3, 6, and 12 month memberships 
available. Limited free access. Registration 
required. 


The Eagle’s Nest BBS (303)933-0701 Littleton, CO 
since 03/87. Sysop: Ron Olsen. Using QuickBBS 
2.76 Gamma with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 212 
MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 9600 bps. No fee. 
Winner in the 1992 Readers Choice contest. The 
BBS where every msg is answered personally by 
the Sysop. Give us a call. MANY msg and file areas. 
Now carrying Genealogy file and message areas. 
er COST AT THE REST - COME TO THE 
NEST 


Data Point (303)973-9454 Denver Colorado since 
01/83. Sysop: Gary W Funk. Using TBBS 2.2M with 
1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 1100 MB storage. 
U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $30 Annually fee. 
Online publications, and multi-player games. Large 
library of SDN, SDS, and TDN files. Support for 
MS-DOS. TBBS, TOBS, TIMS and TMail support. 
NetWork and FidoNet message areas. 


The Serial Port (313)286-0145 Mt.Clemens 
Michigan since 03/82. Sysop: Stu Jackson. Using 
TBBS 2.2M with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
3600 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $45 
Annually fee. C’mon by for a chat and a few files. 
THOUSANDS of Files with Adult sections available. 
Many on-line games. Call today for a FREE look 
around, or Download our entire file list for your 
proofing at a later time. Home of the File Utility 
MOVE for TBBS!! 


HAL 9000 BBS (313)663-4173 Ann Arbor Michigan 
since 03/88. Sysop: Victor R. Volkman. Using 
PCBoard 14.5a with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
1500 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. $20 
Annually fee. Archives of all Association of 
Shareware Professionals (ASP) software on line. 
Large aerospace & SciFi GIF collection. Home of 
W-NET Network. Over 100 MB of MS Windows 
shareware. Special file areas devoted to Star Trek 
and The Prisoner TV shows. More! 


Meeting House BBS (401)848-2200 Portsmouth 
Rhode Island since 01/91. Sysop: John O'Donnell. 
Using Galacticomm 5.31 with 13 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 1100 MB storage. Supra 2400) & MICC 
at 9600 bps. $.75 Hourly fee. 6 CD ROMS 
Shareware for Apple,|BM,Commodore,Atani. Adult 
files. Networked through NE Telephone INFOPATH 
(32 ch.). Paid users issued a network userid. Live 
chat on 45 lines & via Public Data Network. Online 
games. Computer Research Services.MUCH 
MORE. 


IHBC NAPLPS/ASCIVANSI BBS (404)498-4254 
Atlanta Georgia since 10/90. Sysop: E. Pimentel. 
Using TurBOARD.042 with 1 line on MS-DOS 
80386 with 240 MB storage. Hayes at 9600 bps. No 
fee. Premier NAPLPS bbs for Multimedia, 
Telecommuting cognosentis. Home of 
MultimediaUSER Group, Multimedia 
Newsletter(written is animator Pro), Annual 
Multimedia Resource Directory, Annual 
Telecommuter Directory. FidoNet, Internet. 
TurBoard naplps Beta Site. 


What's All This, Then? BBS (407)394-6749 Boca 
Raton Flordia since 07/92. Sysop: unknown. Using 
PowerBBS for Windows 1.91 with 1 line on MS-DOS 
80386 with 120 MB storage. Prometheus at 9600 
bps. No fee. There are over 600 megabytes of files 
to download! No ratios! Door games, messages, 64 
different file and message forums, Adult access 
available, really cool and laid-back Sysop. 
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Baudeville BBS (416)283-0114 Toronto Ontario 
Canada since 03/92. Sysop: lan Evans. Using 
PCBoard 14.5a with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
2000 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $36 
Annually fee. Over 1200 Usenet areas, RIME, 
Intelec, Nanet, Biz$Link, City2City, Echonet and 
Medianet (for media/entertainment pros) 1.2 gigs of 
files (expanding soon) Over 2000 confs. Intemet 
mail. Fidonet available now: 1:250/304. The 
Economical Email Emporium. 


The U.S.A. BBS (501)863-0311 El Dorado 
Arkansas since 06/81. Sysop: Jeff Johnson. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 2500 
MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 19200 bps. $30+ 
Annually fee. One of the world's oldest BBS. Low 
yearly rates starting at $30. A large selection of DOS 
programs & 1000+ MB Adult GIFS. Adult section. 
Conference area. Multi-player games. User-friendly 
system. Truely a unique BBS. Visa & MasterCard 
welcome. 


Cul-de-Sac Bar & Grill (508)429-1784 Holliston 
Massachusetts since 03/85. Sysop: Pete White. 
Using TBBS 2.2M with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80286 
with 380 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. 
$45 Annually fee. The home of many TBBS/TDBS 
software packages, and an almost continuous beta 
site for many TBBS/TDBS software authors. Like 
Ben Cunningham's 10,000 message system with 
full screen editing and quoting, and Jeff Johnsons 
On-Line Sales Manager. 


The Game Peddler BBS (516}493-0186 Commack 
New York since 09/88. Sysop: John Sirabella. Using 
WildCat! 3.5P with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
3600 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 19200 bps. $25 
Annually fee. What do you get if you cross THE 
GAME PEDDLER BBS and FISHING? One call 
and your hooked! Find many thousands of files, 64 
Conferences, 50 Doors and 90+ Bulletins. Give us 
a call today and find out what you have been 
missing! 


Wolverine (517)631-3471 Midland Michigan since 
07/88. Sysop: Rick Rosinski. Using Searchlight 
2.25B with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 3000 MB 
storage. U.S. Robotics at 19200 bps. $35 Annually 
fee. Over 25,000 messages’ with 
TriCityNe/FidoNet/SL_NET. Over 50 online games. 
Over 15,000 files updated constantly; 5-10 megs 
weekly. Extensive file sections for 
Windows/DESQview/Games/Utils. Mid-Michigan’s 
Largest BBS. ASP Approved, SB Digest 


The Adult File Cabinet BBS (517)792-4680 
Saginaw, Michigan since 01/91. Sysop: Ronald 
Gage. Using PCBoard 14.5a/E3 with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 1500 MB storage. U.S. 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $30.00 Annually fee. Large 
Adult BBS, Visa/MC subsciption ($5.00 surcharge), 
File trades available, friendly operator and 
atmosphere. 90 minutes a day for subscribers, no 
download limits or ratios to bother with. Color 
scanning available. 


Delight The Customer BBS (517)797-3740 
Saginaw Michigan since 12/91. Sysop: Dennis A. 
Hauser. Using TBBS 2.2M with 4 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 200 MB storage. Hayes at 9600 bps. $57 
Per 6 Mont fee. Relaxed networking, 
productivity-enhancing files, nationwide jobs 
database and vendor exhibits for Customer Service, 
Training, Help Desk, Telemarketing and QA/QC 
professionals. Business Professional BBS List. Call 
& list your bus/prof oriented BBS today! 


Rat HeaD (609)252-0846 Princeton New Jersey 
since 03/88. Sysop: Ford Morrison. Using PCBoard 
14.5a with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 450 MB 
storage. U.S. Robotics at 19200 bps. No fee. 
Amiga/MAC files, Game Doors, INtelec, AmiNet, 
SourceNet conferences. 
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The 3rd Eye Electronic Erotic Magazine 
(615)227-6155 Nashville Tennessee since 05/86. 
Sysop: Michael Vetter. Using TBBS 2.2M with 4 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 1000 MB storage. 
Hayes at 9600 bps. $30 Annually fee. A friendly 
gathering place for couples and singles with an 
interest in the swinging lifestyle. Personal ads (all 
lifestyles), digitized photos of members, online chat, 
adult downloads, club information, Unique echos, 
lifestyle support, multiuser games. 


Executive Connection Online (617)621-6090 
Cambridge Massachusetts since 00/86. Sysop: 
Marcia Silverman. Using Major BBS 6.0 with 12 
lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 200 MB storage. 
Hayes at 9600 bps. $10-30 Annually fee. Featuring 
File Library, E-mail, SIG's, Games, Trivia, Action 
Teleconference, Global Chatting,.Global Actions, 
Telegrams, Online Shopping Mall. (Visa/MC 
accepted) Home to some of the friendliest BBSers 
in New England. Stop by and say hellol 


A Vitality Directory (619)634-1912 Carlsbad 
Califomia since 08/92. Sysop: Steu Mann. Using 
WildCatl 3.2 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 120 
MB storage. Practical Preipheral at 14400 bps. No 
fee. Comprehensive resource of Natural Health care 
Providers and products and services that support 
people's well-being, and the planet. There is also 
information on other issues effecting people's 
vitality. 


The File Bank (619)728-4318 Fallbrook Califomia 
since 02/87. Sysop: Bob Laszko. Using PCBoard 
14.5A with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 300 MB 
storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. $60 Annually 
fee. 1/3/6 mos. subscriptions too. 3 public / 5 
subscription lines - all USR modems. 200 RIME 
conferences. 650MB Adult CD-ROM. The largest 
Clipper support conference in the world. Call and 
find out what 7000 users / month are raving about! 


Mirage-VA Presents: Another Fine Service 
(703)264-3962 Herndon Virginia since 10/90. 
Sysop: Tully Mars. Using GAP 6/M with 3 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 500+ MB storage. U.S. 
Robotics at 38400 bps. $29+ 1mos-4yrs fee. Hottest 
GIF & Animations anywhere for the discriminating 
Adult. Quality beats quantity at Mirage-VA. We 
make & take our own original photos for scanning, 
so you always get fresh, new graphics. Scanning 
services. 16550afn Chip/Com Card Sales. "FUD" 
home. 


COM*ONE (708)717-9370 Naperville Iilinois since 
04/92. Sysop: Craig Wells. Using Falken v6.4 with 2 
lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 2250 MB storage. 
Incomm at 2400 bps. $Multi Level fee. GVC 9600 
v.32 708-717-9379 1,000 Windows 3.x files 730MB 
of GIFs, & over 30MB ofSoundBlaster files. FREE 
access to browse. If it’s worth downloading, we've 
got it! Come join Metro Chicago's fastest growing, 
safe place to play! ASP Approved BBS. 


Chicago Sysllnk (708)795-4442 Berwyn Illinois 
since 06/81. Sysop: George Matyaszek. Using 
TBBS 2.2M with 9 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 170 
MB storage. Multitech at 9600 bps. $20 Annually 
fee. Something for everyone! 60+ online Games, 
Multi Chat Lines, Latest Files, Online Magazines & 
Business News! MicroMatch/Find-A-Friend Dating 
Service and many other features. We're also 
Fidonet 115/622 file request capable. 


Int’l Fluid Handling Components Assoc. 
(713)948-9906 Houston Texas since 04/91. Sysop: 
Terry Horton. Using TBBS 2.2M with 16 lines on 
PVF DATABASE with MB storage. Codex at 2400 
bps. No fee. Information database 
Pipe-Valves-Fittings-Pumps-Compressors-Exp. 
Joints etc. Specs & Faxes for Purch,Engr. 
Availability for stocking Distributors. Announcing 
free Total Quality Management Forum principats in 
mfg/dist/purch/accounting, for all industries. 
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Talk dir¢cy on the... ; 
X\Mesty/e 


50,000 CDs ON-LINE 


WORLD’ S LARGEST ON-LINE .B. : 
AUDIO COMPACT DISC STORE e Where Couples & Singles meet! 


hs h 
DISCOUNT PRICES ¢ FAST DELIVERY peonnene be Lees . 


FREE SHIPPING FOR ORDERS OF $100 OR MORE © The hottest CHAT BBS in the US. 
4 Personal Questionaires * Hot erotic stories “™*/¢, 
COMPACT DISC Modem: 408-730-9015 $ 900+ calsay with over 1,000 active members \ 
re 


Up to 9600 bps 8-N-1 
1016 E. El Camino #322, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 


CONNECTION Tel. & Fax: 408/733-0801 


P. C. EXCHANGE 
PC'S BOUGHT and SOLD AT 
(800) 793-9244 
Through Online Service. List your New or Used PC on 
our National Database by BBS, FAX, or VoiceMail, 
Only $15.75 for ONE YEAR! 
SPECIAL « HURRY 


1st 1000 PC's Listed Only $5.75! 
(800) 793-9244 


Modem: 2400, 8, N, 1, Timeout = 100, Voice & FAX Too! 
Or, mail complete info to P. O. Box 2042 + Conroe, TX 77305 


Let CD-ROM work for You! 


Sysops! You can purchase Shareware and Adult 
CD-ROM disks from $45.00 to $70.00/ These disks 
are BBS ready, and come with a package of 
interface programs and information to make it easy! 


Call the Fremont Arsenal BBS 
for more information! 


913-266-0067 913-266-0155 913-266-8139 


ADULT CD ROMs 
$89 for 1, 2nd $79, each add’! $69 
” My Private Collection PC Pix 1 

Nix Pix Hot Pix 1 Storm 1 

Nix Pix Hot Pix 2 Storm 2 

Private Pictures Visual Fantasies 
So Much Stareware ™ Volcano 

Free shipping, next day, air mall, worldwide 

Check / Money Or r/ Visa / MasterCard / Amex / COD 
GOOSEBUMP GRAPHICS Must atate age over 21 


BOX 5167 (216) 254-2609 (voice) 
MENTOR, OH 44061 24 hm / 7 days 


15 Nodes BBS 9.5 Gigabyte 


100,000+ files 30,000+ Adult Files 
Ilink, Metronet, RIME, Throbnet, AfterDark, and Internet E-Mail 
(205) 323-2016 [300-2400] (205)-323-6016 [9600+] 
New callers get 50 Free hours of time and full download privileges 
after Voice Validation. Rates as low as $12 per 100 hours 


Now you can access America's Finest TON ER SEEae See 
collection of Windows Shareware & j= = for ONLY 
Public Domain software via modem at a ve very Cp oF ONES Ease aad 


HP, Apple, QMS,Brother, 


low cost! 3 gigabytes of files to satisfy all your 
DOS & Windows needs. 100's of E-mail areas. 
“among the top Electronic Services across the country’ PC World 
Call today for a freetour! (1200-9600 baud 8-N-1) 


HH Info-Net BBS (203) 738-0342 


CANON, Ete. (HP series III $57) 
100% Guarantee, New Drums Available 


Send Cartridge safely packaged along with 

name, address, phone, check or money order to: 
Ace Recharging Co. 

755 N. Verna Ave., Newbury Park, CA 91320 
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Bits and Bytes BBS (714)356-4636 Fontana 
Califomia since 09/91. Sysop: Barly Redsar. Using 
PCBoard 14.5a/E3 with 3 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 2000 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. 
$10 Annually fee. BEST BBS around! You do not 
believe us? Well call and find out for yourselfl 
Howcan you go wrong? Over 50 door games, over 
15000 files online (new & current version), over 150 
RIME and Throbnet conferences. Monthly door 
game prizes SS$S. 


MonitoR MadnesS BBS (803)638-7149 Walhalla 
South Carolina since 01/92. Sysop: Bob Vissage. 
Using PCBoard 14.5a/E6 with 5 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 5800 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 
19200 bps. $$ 68 Annually fee. America’s Graphics 
One-Stop BBS! Over 300 BBS’s WORLD-Wide 
represented. Over 25,000 Gifs and 800 
Aninamtions. Thousands of SVGA (Hundreds of 
1024x768) Gifs on just about any subject. You will 
have to SEE to believe! HOME of the VisScan 
SuperPic (tm). 


Gateway BBS (813)687-9256 Lakeland Flordia 
since 04/92. Sysop: Jetf Lovelace. Using WildCat! 
with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 1000 MB 
storage. U.S. Robotics at 9600 bps. $20.00 
Annually fee. Large selection of Geos. Large 
selection of adult files. Over 10,000 files online for 
download. Alot of sound files. Too mant files to 
mention them all. Give us a try. Free 3 day full 
access trial membership. Friendliest BBS in the 
state of Flordia. 


Panasia BBS (818)569-3740 Glendale Califomia 
since 05/89. Sysop: William Padilla. Using PCBoard 
14.5a with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 80 MB 
storage. U.S. Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. We are 
strictly an EchoMail operation (very few files). This 
means you get through FAST! Networks include 
Intelec, ILink, and Smartnet. We use the 
super-FAST MarkMail QWK/REP mail door. There 
are absolutely NO fees. Everything here is FREE. 
Enjoy! 


Micro Message Service (919)779-6674 Raleigh 
North Carolina since 10/82. Sysop: Michael M. 
Stroud. Using TBBS 2.2M with 10 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 5200 MB storage. U.S. Robotics at 
14400 bps. $45.00 Annually fee. NC's # 1 online info 
service support for PC, Mac, Amiga and Atari ST. 
Hundreds of new files added weekly. Expert leaders 
for each S!IG. Authorized eSoft dealer, system 
design and TDBS programming. Give your online 
system a leading edge, call us first. 


ny, Ge Mee eR 
Pe Patton 


The only “ONE GOD* Christan Network in The World! 


Featuring Wholsome Echoes and Files for 
Christians and those not Religiously Inclined 


Supprt for Home Schooling and Education. 
FREE BIBLE to Download or USE ONUNEI 


Using USR DHST MODEMS on All Lines. 
A Non-Profit Orginization with 
NO CHARGE for Access. 


\ (919)286-3962 (919)286-3606 (919)286-3266 | 


DA LLA S eel ahha 
(214) 394-7438 BBS (214) 492-7747 FAX (ntemet-ktSiw.lonestar.ongidrigttw) 


The DRIG BBS is the premier source of information on 
satallite tracking, satellite imagery, telemetry analysis, 

tracking programs, satellite databases, NASA, space 
communéeations, etc. 


On-Line Since Over 6 GIGABYTES of files related 
to satellites, Amateur Radio, 


Digital Image Processing, 

Digital Signal Processing, 

Amateur Television AND MUCH MORE! 
G LINES AND 8 PC’S 


NO WAITING! 


USR Dual Standard 14400bps V.32bis modems 
ON-LINE VISA/MASTERCARD Registration 
CD-ROMS with NASA VOYAGER IMAGES 
ON-LINE HAMCALL Lookup Application 
Thousands of Satellite Images of Earth 

DAILY Download from Weather Satellitas 
Satellite Keplerian Elements Updated Dally 
Internet Access with Hundreds of News Groups 
Echo Mail with Conference Message Forwarding 
OffLine Rosemail readers for easy reading 
Multiple Doors For Satellite Databases 


YEARLY MEMBERSHIP WITH OR WITHOUT INTERNET 
USE VISA OR MASTERCARD OR SEND CHECK FOR SUSSCRIPTION 


RATES (Cinc. tax) 
1 YEAR MEMBERSHIP - FULL DOWNLOADING - no ratios. 
1 YEAR MEMBERSHIP - FULL DOWNLOADING - iIntemet Access.....$43.40 
Dallas Remote Imaging Group BBS 
P.O. Box 117088, Carroliton Texas 75011-7088 


Where Adults 
Come ToPlay! 


= A Local Call From Over 800 Cities In The 
U.S. Canada, and Intermationally! 

u CB-Style CHAT -- In Groups or Private! 

w Exciting Multiplayer Realtime Games! 

w Technical, Leisure, and Exotic Message Bases! 

= Giant Shareware and GIF Libraries! 

m Flight and Travel Info/Reservations! 

u Giant Discount Shopping Mail! 

u Matchmaker Dating Database! 

mu Plus Much Much More, 24 Hours A Day! 


YEEY 


FOR INFO, SIGNUP, OR LOCAL NUMBER NEAR YOU CALL BY MODEM: 


818 358-6968 


3/12/24 8N1 (Must Be Over 18) 
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MICROLINK B 


The Only BBS You'll Ever Need 
(303) 972-9600 


WHAT IS MICROLINK B? 


Operating since 1984, Microlink B is now 
the largest electronic Bulletin Board System 
(BBS) in the Rocky Mountain region. 


Microlink B provides the serious BBS 
consumer with quality public domain and 
shareware software, as well as interesting and 
informative message conferences covering a 
variety of topics. 


SOFTWARE! 


Your membership to Microlink B gives you 
immediate access to one of the finest and most 
comprehensive software collections you'll find 
anywhere. Our collection is conveniently 
categorized and logically packaged for efficient 
downloading directly to your computer. 


We DO NOT offer software for non-IBM 
compatible computers. Why? We think it’s 
better to concentrate all our efforts into 
providing our members with the absolute best 
PC-based software collection possible. 


We constantly work to make our software 
collection better by adding new files and 
updating existing software with newer versions. 
With over 2,500 megabytes of on-line file 
storage capacity, you'll find DOS and system 
utilities, file/drive maintenance utilities, word 
processing software, personal and business 
finance software, programmer’s tools and 
source code, educational software, games, 
digitized pictures and graphics, and a whole lot 
more. With well over 150,000 individual files to 
choose from, chances are you'll find the 
software your looking for! 
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TEST DRIVE MICROLINK B TODAY! 


You can take a tour on Microlink B anytime. 
Set your communications software for 8 data 
bits, no parity and one stop bit. Dial Microlink 
B at (303) 972-9600. Microlink B will ask for 
your full name and will ask you to choose a 
password for future access. You'll then be 
guided along the way with easy-to-follow 
menus. You’ll be able to look over our software 
collection and read conference messages. 


BECOME A MICROLINK B MEMBER! 


Microlink B is a user-supported subscription 
BBS service. Members enjoy up to 180 minutes 
of system access per day. There are NO 
download limits, and NO upload/download 
ratios are enforced. Unlike many other BBS 
services you'll encounter, Microlink B 
welcomes file downloaders. 


With a number of membership plans to 
choose from, we’re confident one will meet 
your on-line needs. Membership plans include: 


$15 — Two Month Access Trial Membership 
$30 — Six Month Access Membership 

$50 — One Year Access Membership 

$99 — Lifetime Access Membership 


Subscribe on-line with your Visa or 
MasterCard credit card. Or download our 
mail-in registration form for check/money 
order/credit card subscriptions. For more 
information, write to: 

Microlink B 
Post Office Box 620247 
Littleton, Colorado 80162 


Prices and specifications are subject to change 
without notice. 
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Need freedom from 


BBS LOCKUPS’? 


If you are serious about your BBS, we are serious about keep it online. The 
Computer Sentinel is an intelligent microprocessor device which automatically 
monitors your BBS and restarts your BBS when a lockup occurs. No need to call the 
BBS to fix it; with the Computer Sentinel, your callers do that for you. 


No TSRs or motherboard slots required. The Computer Sentinel is a stand-alone device 
which connects between the external modem and your BBS computer, It can electrically 
press your computer's reset switch, or it can cycle power using optional power control 
modules. Designed for all lockup conditions, multiple nodes, LANs or multitasking. 


Daily EVENT activities can also be monitored for lockup conditions. If your BBS is 
unattended for hours or days at a time, the Computer Sentinel is for you! Call today 
while the Limited SYSOP Special Price of $169.00 is still in effect. 


Access Solutions Corporation - 18 ivy Lane - Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
Orders & Info: (609) 667-7628 - BBS (609) 667-5652 


BBS Technologies 
1444 E. Brown Ave. @ Fresno, CA 93704 


Your Source for BBS Software & Hardware 


This Month's Featured Products 


Wildcatt........... Single Line BBS 
Wildcatl........... 1-10 Line BBS 
Wildcatl........... PRO! Series (Utilities) 
Falken 


Falken Call our BBS for latest Product information and 
Falken : download our complete catalog! 


e Wildcat! ¢ Falken e TBBS @ TDBS e 
e The Major BBS e DigiBoard ¢ Doorway e 
e US Robotics © Lantastic e Genesis Deluxe e 


DigiBoard 

Doorway : Orders only (800) 944-9464 

CD-Discs Inquiries (209) 222-0733 
BBS (209) 222-0227 
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We Didn’t Become The World’s No. 1 
TBBS/TDBS Dealer By Accident. 


Look At Our Low Prices! 


TBBS?2:2M(2]:2 Litter ee es $225 
EBBS 2:2M[16] 16 Line... ee. $675 
[BBS:2:2M[32] 32 Line. oo eee $1,125 
TBBS'2.2M(64]'64 Line. oo ee $1,500 
BIVIS Oo Micka wieseecsacsitsocaeniiu vn medteeae. ae $85 
EDBS 1.1 Mil2).2 dinevs:an ec .naaeedntnvecsere $300 
DBS 1.1 M16]. £6 Lines 2s checks. cts $750 
DBS 1S TM(32 32 Line. ec ecco anienunen $1,350 
TDBS 1.1 M[64] 64 Line... ccccccccccsscscseesseeeseeesseees $1,875 
MINUS WL Oi iste e eo hate Sit ta neem te $125 
igiCHANNEL PC/42..).2.ccuseddinceaadcce $300 
WieiCH A NNEIPC/S. \..2kc. cae sce erence $450 
DigiCHANNEL PC/16 ....ccccccscscsscsssssssesssssessssssesssesseeen $975 
ga Oc WAM i roves tees ae $20 


Order It Today! Use It Tomorrow! 


Overnight Airborne Express Delivery For Just $7 


The Original Mail Order Source For BBS Products. Since 1984. 


TELESAURUS 


For Orders Only, Call Toll-Free (800) 488-9831 9am-7em EST. 


Telesaurus Corporation, 21832 Green Hill, Farmington Hills, MI 48335 (313) 477-0067 
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- Boardwatch Magazine - 


ousands of Valuable 
Programs On One CD 


SUFTWAREVAULT- COLLECTION!-—now Text Editors, Games, New Product Demos, 
available and new on the market, packed A.S.P. Software, Math and Science, 

with DOS public domain and shareware Operating System and Hard Disk Utilities, 
ranging from business to games. Educational Programs and more. 

Our proprietary Librarian allows key word _—__ As an introduction, we are offering a 
search across highly descriptive file titles limited quantity of Collection | at the price of 
and the ability to take any file fromthe CD  $69.95US (the normal suggested retail price 
ROM, decompress and transfer itto your —-will be $99.95US). Mention Boardwatch for 


hard drive. It will even build directory an additional $20.00 savings. 
listings for BBS SysOps. Call 800 775-4232 or 918 251-7330 while 
Consider the value! Home and Family introductory quantities last. We accept Visa, 


Computing, Database Managers, Utilities, _ MasterCard or Check. 


S-FTWAREVWULT 


A division of American Databankers Corporation 


1820 South Main, Broken Arrow, OK 74012 (800) 775-4232 (918) 251-7330 


X “dj 


<p Jem Dise <—@F 


A CD-ROM 
by Jewel Distributing 


Exclusively From Featuring 
M. Over 500 MB of New, 
MORRIS i955 Wes Grant Road, Suite 125-0 Top Quality PC 
te ae Programs! 
eT | All Tested to be Virus Free! 
Morris Computer Services, Inc. is the Catalog Prog ram Included 
place to shop for all your computer needs. with Extensive S earch 
Call for a FREE Catalog or to place an Feet af 
order. Open Monday - Friday Capabilities: 


9am to 5pm MST 


Pear 
800-33-MORRIS Only $ 41.95 
800-336-6774 mf) Plus Shipping & Handling 
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Explore ihe World's Largest Network — The Internet! 


You've read all about the Internet in Boardwatch, now try it for yourself! 


/ Internet Telnet Y Internet E-Mail 
/ Internet FTP Y Internet Talk 
¥ Internet Archie / Internet Relay Chat 


+ 3,000+ USENET Newsgroups (35+ MB per day) 


* Easy to use menus * 2400bps in hundreds of locations 
* Screen based interface * 9600bps in 30 locations 
* Become a full member in minutes %* 14400bps in San Francisco, CA 


FREE DEMO 
Modem to 1-800-NET-HOLO for your closest access number! 


Cw HoloNet 


From Information Access Tecboologles, Inc. 


Internet E-Mail & USENET For Your BBS! National Access For Your BBS! 


If your BBS supports UUCP, you can have Internet E-mail and Connect your BBS to HoloNet and we can provide these features: 
USENET news at regular HoloNet rates with a one-time setup fee 

0.00. QO HoloNet's dial-ups can provide national access for your BBS 
Internet E-mail will allow your BBS to exchange mail with the O HoloNet’s members will have direct access to your BBS 
Internet world including most commericial services. Q Internet users will be able to telnet to your BBS 


Q Place your BBS on HoloNet and earn royalities 
USENET news will give your BBS access to over 35 MB per day of Q HoloNet can do credit card billing for your BBS 


Be te subseribe to SA oka aati ditor makes it QO HoloNet’s equipment can be used to implement your BBS 
QO HoloNet can provide custom solutions for commerical BBSes 
To subscribe, join HoloNet as a regular member and then select 


HoloUUCP from the “Account Information” menu. For more information, please contact us at 510-704-0160/ voice. 
Service Area Speed (bps) Cities Off-Peak Peak Peak Periods HoloNet membership is only $6.00 a month 
—. Uo _~w;which is applied towards your monthly bill. 
HoloNet™ - using an access service listed below - $2.00 $4.00 M-F 8am-5pmt 
= aYvs__OvOvX_———_-__-_______———.. Your connect charges are composed of your 
HoloPacket™ Berkeley, California 1200...14400 1 $0.00 $0.00 M-F8am-SpmPT:+ HoloNet charges plus the communications 
San Francisco Bay Area 1200...14400 4 $0.50 $0.95 M-F8am-5pmPT+ surcharges for the access service you use. To 
OOOO «determine your access service, medemito 
PsiINet™ Class-A 300/1200/2400 30+ $0.95 $1.95 M-F8am-6pmET  1-800-NET-HOLO to find your closest access 
Class-B 300/1200/2400 120+ $2.50 $6.00 M-F8am-8pmET service number. 
Class-96 9600 30 $2.95 $3.95 M-F8am-6pm ET 
i... .. |... .. .. . Data storage in excess 256K: $1.00/MB-month 
BT Tymnet™ U.S. only 1200/2400 850+ $3.75 $7.50 M-F 6éam-7pmt Data transfer in excess of 1 MB/hour: $1.00/MB 
LA i a... eT :sOOf- peak, $2.00/MBipeak 
Internet Global = = $0.00 $0.00 - 


Annual membership: $60.00 — you save $12.00! 
* # Peak periods do not include the following holidays: New Year's Day, Presidents Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. 


* You can reach Information Access Technologies, Inc. at: 46 Shattuck Square Suite 11, Berkeley, CA 94704, 510-704-0160/ voice, 510-704-8019/fax Copyright © 1992 Information Access Technologies, Inc. All Rights 
| Reserved. HoloNet and HoloPacket are servicemarks of Information Access Technologies, Inc. PSINet is a servicemark of Performance Systems International, Ine. Prices subject to change. 
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- Boardwatch Magazine - 


Serving Adult BBS’ers Since 1989 
Voted Best Adult BBS In USA 


1990-1991-1992 oi oes 
Vored #2 BBS In North America General Access - (804) 490-LUST The BA CKR OOM 


Adult Messages - Files - Doors Ladies Only - (804) 473-LASS America’s Largest Gay/Lesblan 


Computer Information Service 
The Only BBS Thar Has Ir All For Today's Adulr BBS’er CALL US WITH YOUR COMPUTER! 


ThrobNer - After Dark - RIME - KinkNer - Voyager - StudNer (71 8) 849-1614 (modem) 
AdultNer - SwingNer - GonzoNer =e 4 


8th YEAR 


Wanted 
to Buy 


A national real estate publication is seeking to purchase an 
established business BBS as an auxiliary to their news- 


letter, prefer financial/real estate oriented BBS, but open. aula '? 
Profitability not important. Contact Ted Kraus: ls 240 Obps Killing you x 


Decrees 


PO Box 429, Belle Mead, NJ 08502. 
Phone — 908-281-0067, Fax — 908-281-0277. 


REMOTE BOOTING FOR YOUR 
BBS ! S69 ° 0 0 Plus $4.00 &/H per unit 


“Call In & activate computer ON/OFF with touch tone 
code. UL Listed. FCC Reg. 1500 Watt Rating. 

*A REMOTE power switch activated with a phone call! 
The FON-HOME.ZIP file has complete info on this 
device. Call THE SOLAR SYSTEM BBS 714-837-9677/3218 
for information and ONLINE ordering instructions 
with your VISA/MASTERCARD. Receive a $10.00 Savings 


by ordering ONLINE! For $69.00 VOICE orders contact: 


DELTRONIX ENTERPRISES 714-380-8969 Bxtension #2 
26861 Trabuco #E161C, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 
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“Save time and money... 


Upgrade to a high speed FAXModem. 


All modems feature 14,400bps and Group Ill S&R Fax. 
Speeds up to 57,G00bps with compression. 


Internal External 


USRobotics $359 $379 

Hayes Optima —— $459 Aor 
Practical P. $359 $395 products. 
Supra a $309 

BOCA $245 — 


For product information and ONLINE ordering, call 
our Electronic Information Service: (217) 356-0278 


Frontier Enterprises 
The Data Communications Experts 


1-800-497-5023 


Order 24 hours a day — 7 days a week mais. 


4 


¢ Manage a Forum with a designated topic 
and the only investment you'll make is time! 


* No hardware or BBS software required 
...all you have to do is concentrate on your 


area of expertise. 


¢ Our Network allows for an unlimited 
number of simultaneous users...Get as 


many as you can entice! 


¢ We offer you total company and Network 
support...everything from online market- 


ing to Client Services. 


whittetsiend | Call Product Management at (713)840-9777 
OTEX TER 5:30pm Central time zone. 


VIDE 


The 


- Boardwatch Magazine - 


INDEX System 


1917 Brittania Circle - Woodstock, Georgia 30188 - (404) 924-8667 - (800) 241-6797 


telecommunications solutions - hardware - software - training - support 


We "cater" to your BBS software/hardware needs! 


TBBS PCBoard 
Hayes DigiBoard Wildcat! 


Galacticomm U.S. Robotics 


Mi We make buying easy! Pay by C.0.D., Company or Govern- 
ment Purchase Order, or use your American Express, Visa, 
MasterCard, or Discover Card. 


@ Budget restraints? Need the lowest price?! We will beat any 
advertised price or written price quote, guaranteed!! 


M@ Worried about making the right software choice? All of our 
purchases carry a money-back guarantee. As"beta-testers” for 
several different vendors, as well as operating a multi-line BBS 
for over 8 years, we've got the experience you need! 


@ Our customers pay no long distance charges to call us, ever, 
as we have an 800 number for both sales and service issues! 


M@ With 24-hour telephone support contracts available, we can 
take care of you when you are in need of technical assistance. 
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IT’S YOUR CHOICE. 
A MULTI-USER BBS 
YOU CONTROL... 


OR ONE THAT 
CONTROLS YOU. 


| 
) 


putrss398e8 


THIS IS 100% 
OF THE 
HARDWARE 
REQUIRED TO 
RUN 64 LINES 
AT EVENT 
HORIZONS 
USING TBBS 
VERSION 2.2. 
(503) 697-5100 


THIS IS PART 
OF THE 
HARDWARE 
REQUIRED TO 
RUN JUST 24 
LINES AT 
RUSTY’S & 
EDIE’S BBS 
USING 

PC BOARD 
SOFTWARE. 
(216) 726-0737 


) 
} 


aw/ay 2iean vaya 


| 
You started out to build a multi-user BBS. 
You had dreams about the service your system 
would provide to your callers, the problems 
you would solve and the money you would 
make. But you didn’t bargain for the pile of 
hardware you would live with every day and 
now it controls your life. 


As you compared the prices of software 
you missed the fact that the design philosophy 
of BBS software forces many hardware deci- 
sions on you. When all costs are considered 
TBBS is ALWAYS the least expensive way to 
build a full function multi-user BBS. And 
ONLY TBBS allows you to achieve high per- 
formance with 64 high speed lines on a single 
CPU with NO custom hardware. 


True freedom is the ability to spend your 
time as you wish. For ten years TBBS has 
provided the freedom to design custom sys- 
tems you can live with. Talk to real multi-user 
BBS sysops. You will notice that only TBBS 
operators talk first about ideas, not hardware 
and software. No one gets more capability with 
less impact on their lives than TBBS sysops. 


2 user TBBS 2.2 $295.00, 16 users $895, 
32 users $1,495 and 64 users $1,995. Add the 
TDBS expansion module and compiler for 
true multi-user dBASE language capability. 


CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 


AND ACCESS TO A - 
DEMONSTRATION y ET 4 
SYSTEM. Ta 
(303) 699-6565. ( ‘ Soft 


15200 E. Girard Ave. 
Suite 2550 
Aurora, CO 80014 
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ONE BBSCON 1992 Audio Tape Order Form 


(WELCOME Welcome to ONE BBSCON - Phil Becker 
COKEYNOTE Keynote Speech - John C. Dvorak 

LI BBS1 Education - Alternate Models Online - Dave Hughes 

CI BBs2 Legal Issues for Bulletin Board Operators - Lance Rose 
{1 BBS3 Electronic Frontier Foundation - Shari Steele 

CIBBS4 Introduction to FidoNet - George Peace 

Ci Bpss BBSing for Profit I - Jack Rickard, Phil Becker 

CI BBS6 Telix Communications Software - Jeff Woods 

CIBBS7 Democracy Online I - Jim C, Warren 

C1 BBS8 Iconic Macintosh BBS Systems - Michael Bean 

OC BBs9 Using Wildcat 3.5 with Doors - Livecat - Steve Cox 
CIBBS10 Mac Connectivity - Bemard Aboba 

Opssi! Using Robocomm to Automate Your BBS - Michael Simmons 
Ci BBsi2 BBSing for Profit I] - Jack Rickard, Phil Becker 

[1 BBS13 Introduction to ILINK Network - Jim Lee 

C1 BBs14 Democracy Online II - Jim C. Warren 

(1 BBS15 OS/2 and Communications - Dave Whittle 

CI BBS16 USRobotics Modem Presentation - Adam Strack 

C) BBS17 International Communications - Dave Hughes 

CJ) BBs18 Searchlight BBS Introduction - Frank LaRosa 

(J BBS19 CD-ROMs and BBSs - George Peace 

[J BBS20 MacBBS File Management - Michael Bean 

(1) BBS21 Wildcat! MHS Gateway - Scott Hunter, Jim Harmer 

C] BBs22 Running Your Board Like a Media Business - Wes Kussmaul 
(1) BBS23 NAPLPS Graphics Techniques - Dave Hughes 

() BBS24 BBS Host Service Bureaus - James Appleby 

() BBS25 TBBS Version 2.2 Overview - Phil Becker 

C) BBS26 Offline X-Press Ver. 3 - Rick Heming, Greg Hewgill 
() BBS27 EFF National Public Data Net Proposal - Shari Steele 
(1 BBS28 Credit Card Merchant Accounts for BBSs - Tim Pfeiffer 
C BBS29 Mac File Distribution Network - Alan Heflich 

C1 BBS30 Graphics Technologies Roundtable - Dave Hughes 

(1 BBS31 Wildcat! Ver. 3.5 Introduction - Jim Harrer 

( BBS32 Copyright and Trademark Law for BBSs - Lance Rose 
C) BBS33 TBBS Menu Design Workshop - Karl Glasgow IV 

(1 BBS34 Product Suppor BBSs - Business Perspective - Randy Cooper 
(J) BBS35 Wildcat! Ver. 3.5 and FidoNet - Derek Koopowitz 

C BBS36 Using PCBoard Under DESQview - Fred Clark 

CO BBS37 Offline Mail Readers, Qmail, 1st Reader - Mark Herring 
(1 BBS38 PROCOMM PLUS for Windows - Phil James 

CJ BBS39 Major BBS Introduction - Tim Stryker 

C1 BBS40 TBBS and FidoNet - Alan Bryant 

CJ BBS41 Database Design for BBSs - Bruce Woodward 

(1) BBS42 BBS Success Roundtable - Kevin Behrens 

C) BBS43 Using DESQview - Michael Chapman 

CJ BBS44 Telefinder Macintosh BBS Software - Rusty Tucker 
C1 BBS45 Cash by Phone, 900/976 BBS Apps. - Scott Brinker 
(1) BBS46 The Future of NREN/Intemet Roundtable - Tim Pozar 
C) BBS47 Running a Sunscription BBS for Profit - Jim Pierce 
C1 BBs48 Qmodem Ver. 6.0 - John Friel ILI, Rick Heming 

(1 BBS49 Censorship, Control, Privacy Roundtable - Lance Rose 
C BBSSO Novalink Macintosh BBS Software - Len Anderson 
CJ BBSS51 Serial Port and Modem Basics - Phil Becker 

C] BBS52 Major BBS Menus, Security - Scott Brinker 

(J BBS53 SEAmail - Thom Henderson 

(0 BBSSS5 Major BBS and LANs - Bob Stein 


(1 BBSS6 PRO Utilities for Wildcat! Ver. 3.5 - Greg Hewgill, Rick Heming 


CJ BBSS57 Contracts and Relationships for BBSs - Lance Rose 
CJ BBS58 Hayes Microcomputer Products Presentation - Dennis Hayes 
BBS59 Publicity and Press Coverage for BBSs - Sheri C. Robert 


Name: 
Total Tapes: @ $6.00 Each: Address: 
Total Sets: @ $495.00 Each: 
Shipping and Handling: $4.00 
TOTAL: 


Credit Card Number: 


Enclose Payment for Full Amount - No C.O.D.s 


City, State, ZIP: 


Method of Payment: J] VISA 


Signature: 


(1 BBS60 First Class Macintosh BBS Software - Maury Markowitz 
C) BBS61 Introduction to Internet - Tim Pozar 

(1) BBS62 FidoNet Alternatives for Macintosh - Bernard Aboba 

CJ BBS63 Searchlight Menu Design - Frank LaRosa 

(C0 BBS64 PCBoard Ver. [4.5a BBS Software Introduction - Fred Clark 
CZ BBS65 Wildcat! and Novell LANs - Joseph Martin 

C BBS66 TBBS - Future Directions - Phil Becker 

C1] BBS67 Creating a Business Plan for BBSs - Simon Clement 

C1) BBS68 Internet Connection Basics - Tim Pozar 

(J BBS69 Introduction to Coconet - Brian Dear 

() BBS70 PCBoard and LANs - Fred Clark 

(1 BBS71 Intemet Host Accounts - Dave Menges 

(J BBS72 Chat/Social BBS Success Roundtable - Scott Brinker 

CJ BBS73 Using Wildcat! Ver. 3.5 with CD-ROMs - Troy Getty 

CJ BBs74 Computer Press View of the Online World - David Coursey 
C1 BBS75 Mail Systems Roundtable - Fred Clark, David Terry 

(C1) BBS76 UFGATE Intemet/FidoNet Gateway - Tim Pozar 

C1 BBs78 Major BBS Third Party Developers Conference - Tim Stryker 
(1 BBS79 TDBS Database Design Techniques - Alan Bryant 

C] BBS80 uuPCB Intermet to PCBoard Utility - (Speaker Unknown) 

CO BBS8! Searchlight Networking - Frank LaRosa 

() BBS82 PCBoard PCBComm - Fred Clark 

CZ BBs83 BBS/Telephone Company Roundtable I - Lance Rose 

(1 BBS84 Macintosh Tools for Internet - Steve Cisler 

C1] BBS85 Wildcat! with Bobcat Callback Verifier - Steve Cox 

(1 BBS86 TEAMate BBS Software for UNIX - Bob Baskerville 

() BBS87 FSUUCP - Chris Ambler 

(C) BBS88 PCBoard PCBToolkit - Fred Clark 

C BBS89 BBServer - Jim Harrer 

CJ BBS91 TBBS Option Modules - Phil Becker 

(J BBS92 Online Sales and Catalog Services - Steve Nichols 

CJ BBS93 TDBS Developers Conference - Ben Cunningham 

C1 BBS94 X.25 Packet Switch Networks for BBSs - Dean Kerl, Paul Curis 
C] BBS9S A Real-Time Economic Information System - Hugh Casey 

C) BBS96 Z/MAX XCHANGE BBS for UNIX - Al Lewis 

CJ BBS97 ResNova Interchange Protocol - Mark Hayton 

(1) BBS98 Corporate BBS Applications - Scott Brinker 

CJ BBS99 WCONVERT - Scott Brynen 

(1 BBS100 Customer Support BBS With Major BBS - Bob Stein 

CL) BBS102 TNet - Greg Hewgill, Scott Brynen 

(1 BBS103 Running a Product Support BBS With Wildcat! - Jim Harrer 
(] BBS105 History and Lore of BBS - Ward Christensen, Chuck Forsberg 


Ordering Instructions: Place a check mark in the box next to each tape you wish 
to order. Indicate the total number of tapes you are ordering below. Complete the 
shipping information. Tapes are shipped via UPS, so P. O. Box addresses cannot 
be used - street addresses only! Indicate payment method. If paying by check, in- 
clude a check for the total amount made payable to ONE, Inc. 


Mail the completed order form to: 
ONE, Inc. 
Program Tapes 
4255 S. Buckley Rd., #308 
Aurora, CO 80013 


(303)693-5253 Voice 
(303)693-5432 BBS 


or Fax this form to: 


FAX: (303)693-5518 


(_] MasterCard (] Check/Money Order 


Exp. Date: 


